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Conserving Critical Habitats in America
 

ACRES FOR AMERICA PROGRAM
Wal-Mart and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation establish a program to promote conservation and sustainability of our nation’s wildlife
 

At Wal-Mart, we know that being an efficient and profitable business and being a good steward of the environment go hand in hand. As part of our continued commitment to protect our nation’s natural resources, in 2005, NFWF and Wal-Mart launched the Acres for America program with the goal to permanently protect one acre of important wildlife habitat in the United States for every acre of land developed by Wal-Mart. The program was designed to completely offset the company’s corporate land footprint. Pledging $35 million over 10 years to the project, Wal-Mart committed to protecting enough land to account for its stores’ current land-use and development through 2015.
 

Bi-annually, the NFWF organizes a competitive grant program allowing conservation organizations and agencies to apply for grants that would assist with the acquisition of lands that meet the Acres for America criteria. Some of the nation’s most prominent conservation groups, including The Nature Conservancy, The Conservation Fund, Trout Unlimited and the Pacific Forest Trust, have received Acres for America grants. 
 

To date, Wal-Mart has helped permanently conserve land in Arizona, Arkansas, California, Florida, Idaho, Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, North Dakota, Oregon and South Dakota. In just two years of operation, the program has already surpassed its goal by conserving nearly three times the amount of acreage originally planned. The 2007 grant winners bring the total amount of permanently-conserved land under the Acres for America program to approximately 395,000 acres across the country. When complete, the Acres for America program will be one of the largest public-private partnerships, and the first time a major retailer has directly tied its environmental footprint to land conservation. 
 

Conservation Across the Nation
The grants awarded in 2007 will permanently protect land along the Big River and Salmon Creek tracts in Northern California, the Yellow River in Florida, and in the Prairie Pothole Region of North and South Dakota.  
 

· A $1 million grant is being contributed to The Conservation Fund to help purchase the Redwood Forest Conservation Easement along the Big River and Salmon Creek tracts in Northern California, protecting 16,050 acres of land that is home to endangered spotted owls and redwood forests. This forest will be sustainably managed to benefit rural economies and conserve the myriad of wildlife found in this area.
 

· A $1.75 million grant is being awarded to The Nature Conservancy to assist in the purchase of 11,000 acres on the Yellow River Ravine tract in Florida, which connects two conservation areas to form a protected landscape of more than 834,000 acres in Florida. This area serves as a home to black bears and rare species of sturgeon, snakes, birds and plants. The Turner Foundation contributed $75,000 to this acquisition.
 

· A $1 million grant is being contributed to Pheasants Forever (PF) and Ducks Unlimited, Inc. (DU) to help protect more than 10,785 acres in the Prairie Pothole Region of North and South Dakota. Wal-Mart’s $700,000 contribution is coupled with $300,000 in NFWF federal funds, protecting 10,785 acres of prairie pothole grasslands and wetlands that serve as a home and vital breeding ground for nearly 200 species of songbirds, waterfowl, raptors and game birds. In fact, between 50 and 80 percent of North America’s waterfowl population is hatched in this region.
 

The NFWF will consider recommendations for projects that would generate the greatest impact to important fish, wildlife or plant resources. Visit www.nfwf.org or www.walmartfacts.com to apply for a grant, or for more information on the Acres for America program.
 

For more information on Wal-Mart’s sustainability efforts, please visit www.walmartfacts.com
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