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CORPORATE PARTNER
International Paper is a global 
leader in the packaging 
and paper industry with 
manufacturing operations in 
North America, Europe, Latin 
America, Asia and North Africa. 
International Paper’s partnership 
with NFWF supports the 
sustainable management of 
natural, working and restored 
forests to benefit wildlife and 
people. To learn more, go to  
www.internationalpaper.com.

To learn more, go to  
nfwf.org/forestlandstewards

BACKGROUND
International Paper and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) formed 
the Forestland Stewards partnership to identify, restore and protect landscapes in 
three priority regions in the United States. Through a gift of $7.5 million over a five-
year period from International Paper, the project is designed to: 
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ABOUT NFWF
The National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF) protects and 
restores our nation’s fish and 
wildlife and their habitats. 
Created by Congress in 1984, 
NFWF directs public conservation 
dollars to the most pressing  
environmental needs and  
matches those investments  
with private funds. 

Learn more at www.nfwf.org

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
1133 15th Street, NW 
Suite 1000
Washington, D.C., 20005 
202-857-0166
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• Protect and enhance core habitat areas as 
anchor forests 

• Improve management of public and 
private forests for environmental and 
economic needs 

• Restore populations of at-risk wildlife and 
plant species 

• Improve water and air quality through 
healthier forests

• Promote and support working forests

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
The goal of the partnership is to protect and restore more than 200,000 acres of forests, 
resulting in strengthened populations of important fish and wildlife and improved water 
quality. The measurable objectives that this partnership seeks to achieve include: 
• Restore 16,000 acres of forest 
• Enhance 187,000 acres of forest habitat
• Conserve 14,500 acres through long-term 

conservation easements
• Engage 3,000 private landowners through 

technical assistance and outreach
• Improve 1,000 miles of streams and 

riparian habitat
• Provide direct benefits to numerous 

species of conservation need

The Forestland Stewards partnership is focused on three landscapes in the United States —the 
Carolina Low Country Forests, Cumberland Plateau, and the Piney Woods of Texas and Louisiana. 
These geographies represent places where International Paper is part of the fabric of the 
community, operating a number of facilities, and where many IP employees live and work. In 
addition, these are areas of special ecological value, where large intact forests serve as habitat 
hubs for many rare and threatened species, and protect water quality and quantity. 

The Forestland Stewards partnership marries International Paper’s interests to continue 
to serve as a corporate steward in the communities in which it operates, and to build on 



sustainability and conservation efforts that strengthen forest health 
networks across the Southeastern United States. 

CAROLINA LOW COUNTRY FORESTS
The Carolina Low Country Forests extend along the coast line from 
Beaufort, S.C., to Havelock, N.C. This geography has tremendous 
biological diversity and is anchored by large public and private 
landholdings that include important fish and wildlife species, 
including 80 at-risk species such as red-cockaded woodpeckers, 
bobwhite quail and coastal black bear.
 
In this region, Forestland Stewards focuses on the protection 
and restoration of longleaf pine and bottomland hardwood 
ecosystems. For instance, near the Francis Marion National Forest 
and Georgetown, S.C., is the 585,000-acre Black River landscape 
of longleaf pines and bottomland hardwoods. Here, there are 
opportunities to conserve lands on a large scale, protect and 
enhance threatened species and retain working forests. Project 
strategies in the Low Country Forests include habitat restoration and 
conservation projects, prescribed fire regimes, capacity building and 
policy reforms to better protect and support national and working 
forests to enhance their benefits to wildlife and people. 

CUMBERLAND PLATEAU 
Cumberland Plateau is a rugged terrain of sandstone bluffs 
spanning southern Kentucky, central Tennessee and northern 
Alabama and Georgia. This region has a mix of hardwoods and 
pine species, including the shortleaf pine that once dominated the 
region. A biological hot spot, the area is home to a wide range of at-
risk freshwater and forest species, including the cerulean warbler, 
crawfish, amphibians and mussels. 

In this region, as in the Carolinas, large tracts of private and public 
lands serve as building blocks for sustainable working landscapes 
and can be linked to agricultural lands identified for restoration 
and reforestation. Efforts focus on restoring and connecting forests, 
particularly shortleaf pine and native hardwoods that can provide the 
greatest conservation, community and economic benefits. 

PINEY WOODS
The Piney Woods of Texas and Louisiana are home to large forest 
blocks and significant biodiversity. In this area that straddles the 
border of western Louisiana and eastern Texas, the partnership’s 
focus shifts back to longleaf pine and bottomland hardwood 
restoration and protection. The region is home to dozens of at-risk 
species including Bachman’s sparrow, Louisiana pine snake and red-
cockaded woodpeckers. 

The Forestland Stewards partnership focuses on conservation 
investments in the expansion of protected wildlife corridors linking 
public and private lands to enhance both market conditions and 
ecosystem value. Retaining forestland and establishing conservation 
corridors will maximize both economic and conservation objectives 
in this region.
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