
ABOUT NFWF
The National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF) protects 
and restores our nation’s fish 
and wildlife and their habitats. 
Created by Congress in 1984, 
NFWF directs public conservation 
dollars to the most pressing 
environmental needs and matches 
those investments with private 
funds. 
Learn more at www.nfwf.org

OVERVIEW
Sustain Our Great Lakes is a public–private partnership that supports habitat restoration 
in the Great Lakes basin. Administered by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
the program receives funding and other support from ArcelorMittal, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, and USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
Significant program funding is provided by the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, a 
federal program designed to protect, restore and enhance the Great Lakes ecosystem.

Sustain Our Great Lakes offers funding annually, with grant awards ranging from 
$50,000 to $1.5 million. Eligible recipients include nonprofit organizations; educational 
institutions; and state, tribal and local governments.

The work funded in 2017 includes improving passage for fish and other aquatic 
organisms, controlling invasive species, permanently protecting important habitat, 
restoring wetland hydrology, improving stream habitat structures, and increasing green 
stormwater infrastructure. 

Collectively, the funded projects will:
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• Reopen 162 miles of river for fish passage 
and restore 3 miles of stream and 
riparian habitat

• Remove or bypass 29 barriers to passage 
for aquatic organisms

• Control invasive species on more than 
1,422 acres 

• Add more than 46.4 million gallons of 
stormwater storage capacity



ILLINOIS
Connecting Coastal Wetlands; Strategic Habitat 
Restoration for Species of Concern (IL)
Grantee: Lake County Forest Preserve District 
NFWF Award Amount: .........................................................$1,000,000
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$645,048
Total Project: ................................................................$1,645,048
The Lake County Forest Preserve District and the Chiwaukee 
Prairie Illinois Beach Lake Plain Partnership will restore 
connecting habitat key to sustaining and enhancing the 
biodiversity of the rare Lake Plain ecosystem. Project 
will restore critical blocks of land via invasive plant and 
prescribed burn management strategies to increase acreage 
of connected quality habitat for blanding’s turtle and other 
federally and state-listed species of concern.

Improving Hydrology and Riparian Habitat at Big Marsh 
Natural Area (IL)
Grantee: Chicago Park District 
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$621,668
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$262,153
Total Project: ...................................................................$883,821
Chicago Park District will improve hydrology and enhance 
degraded riparian areas at Big Marsh Natural Area in southeast 
Chicago. Project will establish 5.6 acres of native riparian habitat 
along 1.4 miles of creek and adjacent marsh banks, and improve 
water flow between sections of the 252-acre marsh.

INDIANA
Michigan City Cheney Run Stormwater Design and 
Installation (IN) 
Grantee: Sanitary District of Michigan City 
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$650,000
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$650,000
Total Project: ............................................................... $1,300,000
Michigan City Sanitary District, in collaboration with the Delta 
Institute and Alliance for the Great Lakes, will design and 
construct wetlands to mitigate the Cheney Run watershed’s 
urban pollution discharged to Trail Creek, which flows into Lake 
Michigan. Project will reduce urban runoff impairments through 
the design and installation of 5 acres of wetlands that will 
manage stormwater and reduce erosion and sedimentation.

Northwest Indiana Panne Restoration Project (IN)
Grantee: Save the Dunes Conservation Fund, Inc
NFWF Award Amount: ................................................................$69,809
Matching Funds: ............................................................................$58,306
Total Project: ...................................................................$128,115
Save the Dunes Conservation Fund will restore unmanaged 
panne wetland communities throughout northwest Indiana. 
Project will establish a hollistic approach to panne wetland 

management across jurisdictional boundaries, including two 
years of invasive plant control to benefit species such as the 
federally listed pitcher’s thistle.

Riparian Restoration within the White Ditch and Trail 
Creek Watersheds (IN)
Grantee: Shirley Heinze Land Trust
NFWF Award Amount: ................................................................$64,720
Matching Funds: ............................................................................$20,781
Total Project: ......................................................................$85,501
Shirley Heinze Land Trust will map and treat invasive 
species such as reed canary grass, multiflora rose, vinca 
vine, oriental bittersweet, and japanese knotweed for two 
consecutive seasons on 40.2 acres. Project will improve habitat, 
biodiversity, and ecosystem resilience in a state imperiled 
natural area and improve habitat conditions for migratory 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, butterflies and rare native plants.

MICHIGAN
Chandler Park Wetland Project (MI) 
Grantee: Chandler Park Conservancy 
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$422,237
Matching Funds: .....................................................................$1,136,643
Total Project: ............................................................... $1,588,871
The Chandler Park Conservancy will construct a 2-acre wetland 
to capture and treat more than 2 million gallons of stormwater 
annually.  This wetland will  be supplemented with native 
plantings, including over 100 upland trees installed, to capture 
and treat runoff routed to the wetland area.

Cripple Point Coastal Wetland Restoration (MI)
Grantee: Ducks Unlimited
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$161,404
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$150,000
Total Project: ...................................................................$311,404
Ducks Unlimited and Michigan DNR will enhance 28 acres of 
coastal wetland habitat at Pointe Mouillee State Game Area. 
Project will result in 28 acres of coastal wetland management, 
improved wetland function and management of aquatic 
invasive species, benefiting several species of greatest 
conservation such as red knots, king rails, caspian terns and 
foster’s terns.

Detroit River–Western Lake Erie CWMA: Managing 
Priority Invasive Species in Coastal Marshes (MI) 
Grantee: The Nature Conservancy - Michigan
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$269,147
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$137,998
Total Project: ...................................................................$407,145
The Nature Conservancy - Michigan and the Detroit River–
Western Lake Erie Cooperative Weed Management Area will 
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survey invasive species across more than 8,800 acres of coastal 
wetlands. Project will use survey data to prioritize treatments, 
track and map target invasive species locations and treatments, 
and remove invasives from at least 776 acres of coastal wetlands.

Flower Bay Wetland Restoration (MI) 
Grantee: Clark Township 
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$219,340
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$773,500
Total Project: ...................................................................$992,840
Clark Township will improve fish passage, stream flow and 
hydrology to Flower Bay and Loon Point wetlands through 
road-stream crossing remediation. Project will restore and 
reconnect 86 acres of wetland and spawning habitat for 
northern pike, yellow perch, and small mouth bass.

Flower Creek Dunes Expansion and Restoration Project (MI)
Grantee: Land Conservancy of West Michigan
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$335,393
Matching Funds: .....................................................................$1,500,000
Total Project: ................................................................$1,835,393
Land Conservancy of West Michigan will acquire and restore 
20 acres of Lake Michigan shoreline property directly 
adjacent to the Flower Creek Dunes Nature Preserve. Project 
will acquire, restore and manage the property to ensure 
critical dune and wetland habitat supporting the federally 
endangered pitcher’s thistle is protected in perpetuity.

Improving Critical Brook Trout Habitat in the Northern 
Lake Huron Basin (MI) 
Grantee: Huron Pines Resource Conservation & Development 
Council
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$455,337
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$451,701
Total Project: ...................................................................$907,038
Huron Pines will replace nine road-stream crossings, 
reconnect 77 miles of upstream habitat for brook trout and 
other native and species, and reduce inputs of sediment and 
other pollutants by 19.7 tons per year through installation 
of road/stream crossing best management practices. This 
project will improve freshwater resources and benefit 
communities across Northeast Michigan.

Improving Stream Habitat and Aquatic Connectivity
Project in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula (MI) 
Grantee: Superior Watershed Partnership 
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$455,766
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$262,073
Total Project: ...................................................................$717,839
The Superior Watershed Partnership and partners 
from Partnering for Watershed Restoration will work 

collaboratively to restore aquatic connectivity and improve 
riparian habitat in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Project will 
open 42 miles of stream, restore 4 acres of riparian habitat, 
and reduce an estimated 80,000 pounds of sediment per year 
from road-stream crossing sites.

Little Traverse Bay Watershed Green Infrastructure 
Initiative (MI) 
Grantee: Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$115,593
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$115,600
Total Project: ...................................................................$231,193
The Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council will implement green 
infrastructure projects within the City of Petoskey, including 
on-the-ground installation of green roofs, rain gardens, 
bioretention basins and tree box filters. Project will install 
6,000 square feet of bioretention and 3,200 square feet of 
green roof, collectively adding 575,000 gallons of stormwater 
storage capacity annually.

MINNESOTA
Poplar River Channel and Riparian Restoration (MN)
Grantee: Cook County Soil and Water Conservation District
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$156,000
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$829,000
Total Project: ...................................................................$985,000
The Cook County Soil and Water Conservation District will 
restore high quality cold water trout stream habitat to benefit 
brook trout and improve water quality in a Lake Superior 
watershed. Project restoration will include natural channel 
design to reconnect floodplains and reduce streambank erosion.

NEW YORK
Breakneck Creek Fish Passage Improvement Project (NY) 
Grantee: Trout Unlimited
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$197,107
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$180,000
Total Project: ...................................................................$377,107
Trout Unlimited will replace a road-stream crossing to 
reconnect 9.7 miles of cold-water habitat and provide full 
passage for aquatic organisms in a stream targeted for future 
brook trout reintroduction. Project will install a passage 
structure that will mimic natural stream bed and may include 
pools, riffles and other habitat features.

OHIO
Mirror Valley Brook Trout Habitat Restoration (OH) 
Grantee: Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District
NFWF Award Amount: ............................................................... $50,000
Matching Funds: ........................................................................... $30,099
Total Project: ......................................................................$80,099

(continued)

Sustain Our Great Lakes 2017 Grants



Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation District will enhance 
road crossings and streambanks to reduce sediment impacts 
to brook trout habitat, specifically spawning habitat.  The 
project will enhance roadside ditches, road crossings and 
streambanks to reduce sediment loading to by up to 325 
tons per year.

Restoring Coastal Wetlands at Toussaint State Wildlife 
Area (OH)
Grantee: The Nature Conservancy 
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$608,810
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$700,000
Total Project: ............................................................... $1,308,810
The Nature Conservancy, in partnership with Ducks 
Unlimited and Ohio Division of Wildlife, will restore and 
enhance approximately 125 acres of emergent wetlands 
and lowland shrub wetlands within Western Lake Erie’s 
coastal zone at the Toussaint State Wildlife Area. This 
Phase II implementation project will result in increased 
water management capacity, invasive species control, 
habitat management capacity, habitat sustainability and 
hydrologic connectivity within a critical Lake Erie coastal 
wetland.

Toledo East Riverfront Restoration Phase I (OH) 
Grantee: Metroparks of Toledo District 
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$500,000
Matching Funds: .....................................................................$2,274,428
Total Project: ................................................................$2,774,428
Metroparks of Toledo District will work with project 
partners to restore 21 acres of former brownfields along 
the Maumee River near downtown Toledo. Project will 
install 107,600 square feet of natural wetlands and terraced 
bioswales that will capture 1.2 million gallons of untreated 
annual stormwater runoff, plant over 2,600 trees, restore 6.1 
acres of native prairie, restore 1,900 linear feet of degraded 
Maumee River shoreline and, restore 0.3 acres of in-stream 
aquatic habitat.

WISCONSIN
Buser Creek Fish Passage Restoration (WI)
Grantee: Ozaukee County
NFWF Award Amount: ................................................................$50,000
Matching Funds: ............................................................................$50,000
Total Project: ...................................................................$100,000
Ozaukee County will  replace or remediate up to six 
fish passage impediments in Buser Creek, a part of the 
Milwaukee River Watershed. Project will result in the 
reconnection and enhancement of 1.6 stream miles and 82 
acres of wetland for native migratory fish.

Bradley Lake Coastal Wetland Restoration (WI)
Grantee: City of Sturgeon Bay
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$200,969
Matching Funds: ........................................................................ $199,938
Total Project: ...................................................................$400,907
The City of Sturgeon Bay will re-establish the historic surface 
hydrologic connection between Bradley Lake and Sturgeon 
Bay on Lake Michigan to restore a 30-acre coastal wetland 
environment. Project will result in increased spawning, 
nursery, and forage habitat to support fish, such as northern 
pike, birds, and other wildlife.

Greenprint for Milwaukee Shoreline (WI)
Grantee: Milwaukee County War Memorial 
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$473,826
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$510,826
Total Project: ...................................................................$984,652
Milwaukee County War Memorial will implement a 
combination of terraced bioretention, porous pavement, 
and native plantings during the War Memorial Center site 
renovation along the Lake Michigan shoreline in downtown 
Milwaukee.  Project will store an annual average of 1.4 gallons 
of stormwater, while enhancing habitat for tens of thousands 
of migratory birds and other shoreline wildlife.

Reconnecting Coldwater Habitat on and Adjacent to the 
Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest (WI) 
Grantee: Trout Unlimited
NFWF Award Amount: .............................................................$275,261
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$610,000
Total Project: ...................................................................$885,261
Trout Unlimited will remove seven to 10 barriers to aquatic 
organism passage to reconnect 30 miles of coldwater habitat 
within priority subwatersheds in the Lake Michigan and Lake 
Superior basins on and adjacent to the Chequamegon-Nicolet 
National Forest. Reconnected miles will restore critical 
habitat for brook trout and other species.

ONTARIO, CANADA
Restoring Shoreline and Riparian Habitat in the St. Clair 
River Area of Concern (ON) 
Grantee: Walpole Island First Nation
NFWF Award Amount: ................................................................$98,000
Matching Funds: .........................................................................$512,000
Total Project: ...................................................................$610,000
Walpole Island First Nation will rehabilitate a segment 
of eroded shoreline and riparian areas along the St. Clair 
River Area of Concern at Walpole Island First Nation, 
Ontario, Canada. This project will improve shoreline and 
riparian habitat utilizing techniques that benefit fish and 
wildlife, improve water quality, and work towards delisting 
the AOC’s Beneficial Use Impairment of loss of fish and 
wildlife habitat.
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