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Multifaceted Fisheries and Ecosystem
Monitoring in Alabama’s Marine Waters
and the Gulf of Mexico – Phase III
This project will fund years three and four of the Alabama Gulf of Mexico fisheries
assessment program, and builds upon previous investments in both fisheries-dependent
and -independent data collection. Reef fish, particularly red snapper, have historically
been subject to overfishing and habitat loss, causing significant decline in stocks. The
largest single impediment to effective management of Gulf of Mexico reef fisheries
remains the lack of sound data related to both catch effort and population levels. This
lack of reliable data is particularly evident in relation to the recreational fishery, a
significant and growing component.
Data collected will be used by fisheries management agencies to: foster improved
ecosystem-based assessment capabilities; assess the recovery of reef fish stocks in
association with other restoration efforts implemented in response to the Deepwater
Horizon oil spill; and improve and expand single-species stock assessments for managed
fish species. The project
includes the implementation
of both fisheries-dependent
and fisheries-independent
data collection, and will
provide greater
understanding of the
potential long-term impacts
of the Deepwater Horizon
spill on fisheries.
Red snapper: Credit iStock
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Data collection for
key Gulf of Mexico
fisheries species,
such as the red
snapper pictured
above, will improve
future species
management.

