
MEETING PURPOSE

To discuss progress on shared conservation goals, enhance personal relationships, and foster a 
more open, effective dialogue on environmental issues in general.
 
This event highlights current pressing conservation issues and on-the-ground activities in the 
region. It is designed to engage the collective expertise assembled to help solve key challenges 
faced by conservation partners in the Southeast, including both program implementers and 
funders. Ideas and solutions generated from presentations and discussions are likely to be used 
by Southern Company, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and others to further develop, 
implement and enhance key conservation programs.

GOALS

In support of southeastern bird conservation and education and longleaf ecosystem restoration:

 • Increase communication and knowledge sharing

 • Expand public-private cooperation

 • Enhance the partnership programs’ effectiveness in supporting shared priorities and 
  accelerating outcomes

OBJECTIVES

 • Continue to foster individual relationships among grantees, agencies, Southern Company and 
  the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

 • Showcase progress and influence of the Power of Flight and Longleaf Stewardship Fund

 • Demonstrate alignment of measurable grant outcomes with diverse public and 
  private objectives

 • Discuss broad economic, political, and environmental trends affecting longleaf restoration
  and southeastern bird conservation and relate them to localized issues and opportunities
 

 • Identify partnership program benchmarks and ecologically meaningful goals for
  southeastern bird conservation and longleaf ecosystem restoration priorities 
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Jon Ambrose
Chief, Nongame Conservation, Georgia Department of Natural Resources

Jon’s duties include coordinating statewide research, surveys and conservation efforts 
benefiting nongame animals and plants; administering recovery programs for state and 
federally protected species; and conservation planning, habitat protection, education, outreach 
and fundraising efforts to conserve Georgia’s wildlife and natural communities. Jon received a 
bachelor’s degree in biology and a master’s degree in ecology from the University of Tennessee 
and a doctorate in ecology from the University of Georgia.

Holly Bamford
Chief Conservation Officer, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF)

Holly is a leader in ocean and coastal conservation and management. She is currently responsible 
for advancing NFWF’s mission through creating and implementing comprehensive conservation 
vision, strategy, and metrics-based evaluation system for the organization.  Prior to joining NFWF, 
Holly was an integral part of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
leadership team. Holly received a doctorate degree in organic environmental chemistry from 
the University of Maryland, College Park, and her work has been in over 20 publications widely 
referenced in the field of environmental chemistry and water quality.

Mark Berry
Vice President, Environmental Affairs, Georgia Power

Mark directs Georgia Power’s environmental compliance and stewardship programs to meet or 
surpass all environmental laws and regulations. He has worked 17 years in various capacities of 
increasing responsibility at Southern Company, including manager of environmental assessment 
and director of research and technology management. Prior to joining Southern Company, 
Mark attained the commissioned rank of lieutenant commander in the United States Navy as a 
surface warfare officer.

Luis Carrasco
Prescribed Fire Crew Member and Job Corps Liaison, The Nature Conservancy

Luis serves as mentor and point of contact for a burn crew of five recent graduates of 
Jacksonville Job Corps trained through the Conservancy. The burn crew assists local partners 
with prescribed fire and mechanical treatments. Luis emigrated from the Dominican Republic 
to Jacksonville, Florida, in 2007 and entered the Job Corps program as a student in 2013, 
before graduating as Job Corps Student of the Year in 2015. Luis has assisted with burns 
on more than 47,000 acres with partners such as the U.S. Forest Service, Georgia Forestry 
Commission, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Conservancy.

Ian Davidson
Director, Bird Biology and Conservation, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Ian leads the development and implementation of bird conservation initiatives at NFWF with 
their U.S. partners. For 25 years, his work has spanned the Americas including efforts to 
conserve migratory birds in the pampas of southern South America, native species in the 
tropical forests of the Andes, shorebird staging areas in the Arctic, and threatened species 
in the prairies. Previously, Ian was the regional director of the Americas program for 
BirdLife International where he helped develop and support a network of organizations to 
conserve globally important bird areas.
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Jason Drake
Botany and Watershed Program Manager for Florida’s National Forests, U.S. Forest Service

Since joining the Forest Service staff in 2006, Jason helped develop geospatial tools to map 
the current ecological conditions of the forest and prioritize treatments such as prescribed fire, 
mechanical fuels reduction and timber thinning. Jason has also helped analyze and improve 
habitat quality for federally listed threatened and endangered species such as Florida scrub 
jays, red-cockaded woodpeckers and Harper’s beauty. Previously, his research focused on 
applications of remote sensing and geographic information systems (GIS) for forestry and 
ecological applications.

Charles D. Duncan
Shorebird Scientist and Senior Conservation Advisor to NFWF

Charles was the director of the shorebird recovery project at the Manomet Center for 
Conservation Sciences before retiring in 2013. In that role, he directed the Western Hemisphere 
Shorebird Reserve Network which protects more than 90 sites in 13 countries. Recognizing the 
critical importance of community engagement in shorebird conservation, Charles successfully 
brought a social marketing campaign approach to issues impacting species dependent on 
coastal areas in the U.S. and Latin America. An avid birdwatcher, Duncan’s professional training 
is in organic chemistry. He describes his extensive conservation career simply as a hobby that 
got wildly out of control.

Chris Erwin
Director, Southern Forest Conservation, American Forest Foundation

Chris is a registered forester in the state of Alabama, with a bachelor’s degree in biology 
from Troy University and a master’s degree in forestry from Auburn University. As the director 
of woodland conservation, he engages landowners in sustainable forest management and 
forest restoration. His previous responsibilities have included promoting forest certification and 
professional development for foresters, loggers and teachers.

Troy Ettel
Director of Longleaf Pine Whole System, The Nature Conservancy

Troy coordinates and engages the Conservancy’s nine state programs in longleaf protection 
and restoration at a rangewide scale. Working with the Conservancy’s state and national 
programs and partners, he identifies means to apply their expertise and skillsets toward 
implementing the Rangewide Conservation Plan for longleaf pine. Previously, Troy served 
as director of conservation and stewardship with the New Jersey Audubon Society, state 
ornithologist for the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency and state zoologist for the 
Conservancy in Texas. He currently serves as chair of the Longleaf Partnership Council.

Suzi Fox
Director, Anna Maria Island Turtle Watch and Shorebird Monitoring

This community-based nonprofit started in 1983 and is staffed with 89 volunteers. Suzi works 
year round with three municipalities and under Florida Fish and Wildlife guidelines to collect 
data from sea turtle and shorebird nests. She also works with visitors, residents and local 
code officers to conduct a vibrant public outreach program to help protect island wildlife.
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Christopher Galik
Senior Policy Associate, Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions, Duke University

Christopher brings an interdisciplinary perspective to his work, leveraging expertise in the social 
and natural sciences to address energy and environmental management and policy challenges. 
Recent research and outreach efforts include evaluating factors influencing landowner 
participation in new markets, modeling forest markets in response to novel policy interventions 
and identifying research and policy barriers to expanded at-risk species conservation efforts by 
nonfederal actors. Prior to joining the Institute, Christopher spent several years in Washington, D.C., 
as a policy analyst specializing in species conservation and federal forest management policy.

Walker Golder
Deputy State Director, Audubon North Carolina

Walker was the first manager of the National Audubon Society's North Carolina Coastal Islands 
Sanctuary System. Under his management, it has grown to 21 sanctuaries protecting more than 
25,000 nesting pairs of waterbirds and shorebirds, 35 percent of North Carolina’s waterbird 
population, including some of the state’s most imperiled species. Walker launched the North Carolina 
Important Bird Areas program in 1998. He now leads Audubon’s coast and marsh program in North 
Carolina as well as the National Audubon Atlantic Flyway Seas and Shores program.

Ivan Green
District Ranger, Osceola National Forest

Ivan currently serves as a member of the National Forests of Florida Leadership Team. He also 
is a member of the executive board for a tri-agency agreement for resource sharing among 
Cumberland Island National Seashore, Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge and Osceola. 
Previously, Ivan served as both forest supervisor and deputy for the Savannah River site 
outside of Aiken, South Carolina. He currently serves on the steering committees of the Greater 
Okefenokee Association of Landowners and the Okefenokee/Osceola Local Implementation 
Team of the America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative as well as on the Forest Resource Council 
at Tuskegee University.

Mike Harris
At-Risk Species Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

At the Service, Mike works with partner organizations to develop and implement proactive 
plans that conserve at-risk species and preclude the need for federal listing. Previously, 
he worked for the Georgia Department of Natural Resources for 28 years. As chief of the 
Nongame Section from its inception in 1998 until 2014, he supervised statewide conservation 
and education activities for nongame wildlife, including all rare and endangered species.

John Hogland
Biological Scientist, U.S. Forest Service

John works at the Rocky Mountain Research Station, researching quantitative methods 
within GIS to understand the relationships between landscape patterns and forested 
ecosystems processes. His current projects include quantifying forest characteristics at 
fine spatial scales across large spatial extents; designing, developing and building new 
procedures to streamline spatial modeling and reduce storage space associated with 
GIS analyses; and developing strategies focused on reducing the cost of sampling while 
maintaining representative sample characteristics.
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Joe Hopkins
President, Toledo Manufacturing Company

As a fourth-generation forest landowner from Southeast Georgia, Joe has been involved in 
forestland management all his life. After graduating from Emory University in 1974 and Mercer 
Law School in 1977, he practiced law until 1989, when he closed the practice to manage personal 
and family timberland full time. Joe is a longtime board member of both the Forest Landowners 
Association and the Georgia Forestry Association. Joe also has served on the Joint Georgia House 
and Senate Future of Forestry Study Committee and Georgia Land Conservation Partnership.

Jay Jensen
Director, Southern Regional Office, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Jay brings more than 15 years of executive leadership and public policy experience in 
conservation efforts to his role. Prior to joining NFWF, he served as the associate director for 
land and water ecosystems for the White House Council on Environmental Quality, where he 
had land- and water-policy responsibility for multiple federal agencies. Jay holds a bachelor’s 
degree in biology and geography from the University of California at Los Angeles and a 
master’s degree in forest science from Colorado State University.

Steve Jester
Executive Director, Partners for Conservation

Prior to joining Partners for Conservation in 2013, Steve was the executive director of the 
Guadalupe-Blanco River Trust, the first nationally accredited land trust in Texas. Steve led The 
Nature Conservancy's community-based conservation projects in Texas and Wyoming for 
nearly a decade. He also spent a decade working with state fish and wildlife agencies in Florida 
and Texas. Steve earned a bachelor’s degree in agriculture from Texas State University – San 
Marcos and a master’s degree in wildlife and fisheries sciences from Texas A&M University.

Scott P. Jones 
Chief Executive Officer, Forest Landowners Association

Scott joined the Forest Landowners Association in 2003 and is a certified forester through the 
Society of American Foresters as well as a Georgia registered forester. Previously, he spent five 
years in land management and procurement with a paper company in North Florida, and worked 
on government affairs issues dealing with forestry for the Georgia Forestry Association and 
the Southeastern Lumber Manufacturers Association. Scott holds a bachelor’s degree in forest 
resources from the University of Georgia’s Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources.

Jim Kerr
Executive Vice President, General Counsel and Chief Compliance Officer, Southern Company

As the senior legal officer of Southern Company, Jim leads the Office of the General Counsel, 
which includes the company’s legal, corporate governance, audit and compliance functions. 
He serves on the Georgia Aquarium board of directors and the board of visitors for the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, as well as the board of visitors for the university’s 
Institute for the Environment. Jim earned a bachelor’s degree from Washington and Lee 
University and a juris doctor degree from the University of North Carolina School of Law.
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Tim Keyes
Coastal Bird Biologist, Nongame Conservation, Georgia Department of Natural Resources

Tim’s work primarily focuses on managing, monitoring and conserving priority coastal species 
including shorebirds, seabirds, swallow-tailed kite and wood stork. He started the Georgia 
Shorebird Alliance to promote the study, management and conservation of Georgia shorebirds. 
Tim is an editor of the Georgia Breeding Bird Atlas, serves on the Georgia Ornithological 
Society records committee and runs an annual Youth Birding Competition he started that has 
introduced hundreds of kids to the joys of birding.

Alison McGee
Coastal Plain Project Director, The Nature Conservancy, Georgia

Alison has worked for the Conservancy for 18 years. In addition to her director role, she chairs 
the Okefenokee-Osceola Longleaf Implementation Team (LIT) and serves on the steering 
committee for the Fort Stewart-Altamaha Longleaf Pine Restoration Partnership LIT and the 
Coastal Georgia Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area. At the Conservancy, she 
focuses on protection, land management and conservation planning projects on the Altamaha 
River and other priority conservation areas in southern Georgia. Alison has a bachelor’s degree 
in biology from Northern Arizona University and a master’s degree in biology from Georgia 
Southern University.

Kevin McIntyre
Education Coordinator, Joseph W. Jones Ecological Research Center

A native Georgian, Kevin’s professional interests center on the application of science to 
conserve and manage natural resources, including conservation planning and restoring 
and managing protected lands and natural areas of the coastal plain. His professional 
experience includes 16 years on the Georgia and South Carolina coasts working in natural area 
management as well as land protection.  Kevin’s interests include ecological forestry, longleaf 
restoration, and social and economic aspects of natural resource management. He has a 
master’s degree in wildlife ecology from the University of Florida.

Larry Monroe
Chief Environmental Officer and Senior Vice President of Research and Environmental Affairs, 
Southern Company

Larry is responsible for Southern Company’s environmental initiatives, including assessing federal 
environmental policy, compliance and stewardship strategies, and the research and development 
of new energy technologies. In 2013, he was recognized by Power Engineering magazine as one 
of the industry’s 25 most influential people over the past 25 years. A native of Pennsylvania, Larry 
received a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering from Auburn University and a doctorate in 
chemical engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
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Ryan Orndorff
Deputy Program Director, Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration (REPI), U.S. 
Department of Defense (DOD)

Ryan has over a decade of experience within the DOD focusing on natural resources 
management, regulatory issues and regional land-use planning. Prior to joining REPI, Ryan 
served as a natural resources specialist at Headquarters Marine Corps and Marine Corps 
Installations Command. Ryan also worked with the National Park Service and as a research 
assistant with the Center for Watershed Stewardship, assisting with developing community-
based watershed management strategies and plans. He holds a master’s degree in forestry 
and watershed management from Pennsylvania State University and a bachelor’s degree in 
environmental resource management from Shepherd College. 

Jim Ozier
Senior Environmental Analyst, Environmental Affairs, Georgia Power

As a wildlife biologist with Georgia Power, Jim is responsible for rare species and special areas 
management, avian protection, stewardship partnering projects and other aspects of terrestrial 
biodiversity conservation. He previously served as a wildlife biologist and program manager 
with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Nongame Conservation Section, where his 
responsibilities centered on conservation of rare and declining species and habitats.

Brian Pelc
Restoration Project Manager, The Nature Conservancy, Florida

In addition to his duties for the Conservancy, based in Bristol, Florida, Brian currently serves as 
the Longleaf Implementation Team (LIT) coordinator for the Apalachicola Regional Stewardship 
Alliance, covering the eastern panhandle of Florida and southwest Georgia. The Alliance is 
organized under a memorandum of understanding signed by 10 state, federal and private land-
managing organizations and formally adopted the America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative's LIT 
designation in 2012.

Andrew Schock
Georgia State Director, The Conservation Fund

Andrew manages The Conservation Fund operations in Georgia and northern Alabama, 
including conservation real estate at the local, state and federal levels, and green infrastructure 
projects in Atlanta. Previous positions include the National Wildlife Federation’s Southeastern 
Center director, director of protection for The Nature Conservancy of Georgia, district wildlife 
biologist for the North Carolina Wildlife Resource Commission and a biological technician with 
the DOD at Fort Bragg. As Keeping it Wild's board chair, he encourages people from diverse 
backgrounds to visit our nation’s parks, and he is on the board of the Arabia Mountain Natural 
Heritage Area Alliance.

Dave White
Partner, 9b Group and former Chief, Natural Resources Conservation Service

Dave has over 35 years of professional leadership experience in natural resource 
conservation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) and in the private sector. As chief of the NRCS from 2009 to 2012, Dave led 
the nation’s largest private lands natural resource conservation organization. Under his 
leadership, the NRCS created and implemented landscape-level conservation initiatives 
that focused financial and technical resources on solving problems at the appropriate 
ecological scales.
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Emily Jo “EJ” Williams
Vice President, Migratory Birds and Habitats, American Bird Conservancy

In her role at the Conservancy, EJ guides efforts through Bringing Back the Birds initiatives to 
stop the decline of migratory birds and build constituencies and capacity to enable conservation 
throughout the full lifecycle of migratory birds. She also provides leadership and guidance on 
key bird conservation issues in the U.S. and for Migratory Bird Habitat Joint Ventures. EJ holds 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in wildlife biology from the University of Georgia, is a certified 
wildlife biologist and a graduate of the National Conservation Leadership Institute.

O’Neill Williams
Television and Radio Host and Producer, O’Neill Outside

O’Neill is host, creator and producer of “O’Neill Outside,” a TV program celebrating 35 years 
on the air, and “O’Neill Outside Radio” on Atlanta’s Flagship Station WSB-AM 750 and WSB 
95.5 FM. With 24 years on the air, the radio show can currently be heard in 38 states. Over 1.4 
million people watch the television show, listen to the radio show, view the newsletters or visit 
oneilloutside.com. O’Neill was recently inducted into the prestigious Legends of the Outdoors 
Hall of Fame.

Troy Wilson
Assistant Nongame Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

In addition to his work with the Southeast region’s Migratory Bird Program, Troy co-chaired  
Southeast Partners in Flight from 2011 to 2015. He works with a variety of partnerships and 
working groups focusing on waterbird and shorebird conservation at regional, national and 
international levels. He is a member of the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN) steering committee 
and is working to develop and promote the Eastern Avian Data Center, a regional node of the 
AKN. Troy participated in developing the Atlantic Flyway Shorebird Initiative.

Julie Wraithmell
Deputy Executive Director, Audubon Florida

Julie coordinates Audubon Florida’s coastal conservation work, engaging staff and more 
than 450 volunteers to monitor and support more than 140 coastal bird nesting sites around 
the state. Previously, she worked for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 
creating the Great Florida Birding Trail and overseeing the agency’s wildlife viewing programs. 
She was recognized in 2010 as one of National Audubon Society’s Women of the Gulf for her 
role in the Deepwater Horizon disaster response.
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