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Holly Bamford, Ph.D.
Chief Conservation Officer, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF)

Dr. Holly Bamford oversees NFWF’s conservation science and programs. She is responsible for developing 
and implementing a comprehensive vision, strategy and metrics-based evaluation system to advance 
NFWF’s mission. She is also responsible for integrating outcome-based approaches into conservation 
priorities that cover many ecosystems and address significant conservation challenges in oceans, coasts, 
forests, grasslands and freshwater environments. Previously, Holly was acting assistant secretary for 
Conservation and Management at NOAA. She received her Ph.D. in organic environmental chemistry from 
the University of Maryland and her work has appeared in over 30 publications widely referenced in the 
fields of environmental chemistry and water quality.

Edwin (Ed) C. Bridges
Author and Director Emeritus, Alabama Department of Archives and History 
  
After six years at the Georgia Archives, where he last served as assistant director, Ed was appointed 
director of the Alabama Department of Archives and History in 1982. He served as director for more than 
30 years until his retirement in 2012, after which he was appointed director Emeritus. Prior to joining the 
staff of the Georgia Department of Archives and History, Ed taught history in high school in Greenville, 
South Carolina and also at Georgia Tech. He graduated from Furman University and received his Master 
of Arts. and Ph.D. in history from the University of Chicago. Ed authored “Alabama: The Making of an 
American State” which was published in 2016.

Susan Comensky
Vice President, Environmental Affairs, Alabama Power

Susan’s current role is vice president at Alabama Power with responsibility for Environmental Affairs. 
Susan joined Southern Company in 1984. She has held leadership positions at Alabama Power and 
Southern Company Services in business development, commercial and industrial marketing, wholesale 
contracting and strategy development. She previously served as director of Gas Services and director of 
Coal Services for Southern Company and was named vice president of External and Regulatory Affairs 
for Southern Power in 2011, with responsibility for external affairs, land management, environmental 
affairs, transmission and corporate communications. She also served as Southern Power’s compliance 
officer. Susan has a bachelor’s degree in business from the University of Alabama and a master’s degree in 
business administration from Samford University.

Ralph Costa
Wildlife Biologist, RCWO, LLC & Milliken Forestry Co., Inc.

Ralph administers three NFWF Longleaf Stewardship Fund grants, two for red-cockaded woodpecker 
(RCW) translocation and one for longleaf pine habitat work. Previously, he was the US FWS woodpecker 
recovery coordinator for 16 years before retiring with 31 years of public service. During his federal service, 
Ralph authored and co-authored 40 publications related to RCW management, biology, policy and 
conservation strategies. In 2008, he started a consulting business focused on RCW management and 
conservation, with an emphasis on translocations. Ralph received a Bachelor of Science degree in wildlife 
biology and a Master of Science degree in watershed management/forestry from the University of 
Arizona.  

LuAnn Craighton 
Outreach Director and Coordinator, Chattahoochee Fall Line Conservation Partnership, The Nature 
Conservancy – Georgia Chapter

LuAnn is a biologist with over 25 years of experience working in the conservation field. 
Previously, LuAnn worked for the Ida Cason Callaway Foundation in Pine Mountain, Georgia as the 
executive director of The Preserve – an 11,500 acre natural area. During her tenure, nearly half of 
The Preserve was placed under conservation easement and longleaf pine restoration activities were 
implemented.  She also supervised Callaway’s Education/Outreach Department and played a key role 
in the organization’s green building projects. LuAnn currently serves on the board of the Chattahoochee 
Valley Land Trust and is a trustee of the Georgia Forestry Foundation.
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Ian Davidson
Director, Bird and Wildlife Conservation, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF)

Ian leads the development and implementation of bird conservation initiatives together with NFWF’s 
partners in the U.S. For 25 years, his work has spanned the Americas including efforts to conserve 
migratory birds in the pampas of southern South America, native species in the tropical forests of the 
Andes, shorebird staging areas in the Arctic and threatened species in the prairies. Previously, Ian was the 
regional director of the Americas program for BirdLife International where he helped develop and support 
a network of organizations to conserve globally important bird areas.

Joe Duff
Co-founder and CEO, Operation Migration 

Joe has been flying with birds since Operation Migration’s first human directed migration with Canada 
geese in 1993. After another two years of aircraft-led migration experiments with Trumpeter swans 
and four years with Sandhill cranes, the technique was refined sufficiently to attempt a northern 
reintroduction of migratory whooping cranes. Joe led a team of pilots, biologists, outreach and education 
specialists, veterinarians and volunteers as they trained a new generation of birds each spring and 
summer. In the fall, they led them on their first migration from Wisconsin to Florida. In the spring, the 
cranes made their way north on their own and from then on were considered wild, just in time for a new 
season to begin. 

John Dunlap 
District Wildlife Biologist, Apalachicola National Forest, US Forest Service

Working with his dedicated staff and a long list of partners, John leads the Wildlife Program on the 
570,000+ acre Apalachicola National Forest. Much of these efforts are directed toward the red-cockaded 
woodpecker, flatwoods salamander and other species tied to the longleaf pine ecosystem. He worked 
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service Wildlife Services, 
advancing to the North Florida District supervisor role. John graduated from the University of Tennessee 
at Martin with a Bachelor of Science in natural resources management. John says he knew from an early 
age that he wanted a “wildlife job.”

Chris Erwin
Director, Woodland Conservation, American Forest Foundation

Chris is a registered forester in the state of Alabama, with a Bachelor of Science in Biology from Troy 
University and a Masters of Forestry from Auburn University. His role includes engaging family forest 
landowners in sustainable forest management. He resides in Wetumpka, Alabama with his wife and four 
children.

Tim L. Gothard
Executive Director, Alabama Wildlife Federation

A life-long Alabama resident from Millbrook, Tim earned his Bachelor of Science in forest management 
from Auburn University where he received awards in Forest Economics and Forest Science, and was 
inducted into Auburn’s highest honor society. He worked with the Alabama Forestry Commission serving 
in a variety of capacities including forest management chief. Tim serves on numerous statewide natural 
resource boards and councils, his local chamber board, Rotary and local commercial and economic 
development organizations. He is a graduate of Alabama Agriculture and Forestry Leaders Class VI. 
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James (Jim) M. Guldin 
Supervisory Research Ecologist and Project Leader, US Forest Service Southern Research Station

Jim directs a team of 25 research scientists and support staff at nine locations from South Carolina to 
Texas. He describes himself as “an alleged expert” in even-aged and uneven-aged silvicultural practices 
for managing native naturally-regenerated southern pine stands. He is active in the Society of American 
Foresters and serves on the Editorial Board for the British Journal, Forestry. Jim also serves on two major 
regional advisory groups: Science Advisory Council for the L-A-D Foundation and the Longleaf Partnership 
Council, where he currently serves as chair. 

Mike Harris 
Coordinator, At-Risk Species, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Southeast Region

Mike’s role is to work with the service field offices and partner organizations to develop and implement 
pro-active conservation plans and approaches that conserve at-risk species and preclude the need for federal 
listing. At-risk species include proposed, candidate and petitioned species. Prior, Mike was chief of the Nongame 
Conservation Section of Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife Resources Division supervising 
statewide conservation and education activities for nongame wildlife, including all rare and endangered 
species.  He’s worked on a variety of threatened and endangered species projects including Georgia’s Habitat 
Conservation Plan and the Safe Harbor Program. Mike is a native Georgian who received his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees at the University of Georgia Warnell School of Forest and Natural Resources. 

Chris Isaacson
Executive Vice President, Alabama Forestry Association

Chris has served in his role for more than 10 years and is responsible for all operations of the Association 
as well as several affiliated organizations, including the Alabama Forestry Foundation. Early in his career, 
Chris worked in the forest products industry in land management, wood procurement, corporate planning 
and plant management. He then joined the faculty of the School of Forestry and Wildlife Sciences at 
Auburn University. Chris currently serves on the board of directors for the Alabama Forest Products 
Industry Workmen’s Compensation Fund, Alabama Forests Forever Foundation, Alabama FFA Foundation, 
Alabama Log-a-Load for Kids Foundation and the Alabama Forest Resources Center.

Claude Jenkins 
Wildlife Biologist, Alabama Wildlife Federation 

Claude’s primary responsibility is to provide wildlife habitat conservation and management technical 
assistance to private landowners in Alabama. He is a graduate of Mississippi State University’s College of 
Forest Resources and has over 18 years of experience working with private, non-industrial landowners to 
conserve wildlife habitat in forested and non-forested ecosystems.

Jay Jensen 
Director, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), Southern Region

Jay brings more than 15 years of executive leadership and public policy experience in conservation efforts 
to his role. Prior to joining NFWF, Jensen was the associate director for Land and Water at the White 
House Council on Environmental Quality, where he had land and water-policy oversight responsibility 
for the U.S. Departments of Interior and Agriculture, the Army Corps of Engineers, the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Previously, Jay served as 
the deputy under secretary for Natural Resources and Environment in the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
led the Council of Western State Foresters and Western Forestry Leadership Coalition as their executive 
director, and was senior policy advisor for the Western Governors Association. 
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Pete Marra
Director, Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center

Pete’s research focuses on understanding how factors such as climate, habitat, food, disease and 
invasive species (such as cats) control the population size of birds. Communicating his excitement for the 
conservation of wildlife to the public through multiple means is a high priority. Pete has published over 
180 peer reviewed papers and two books. His papers have appeared in Science, Nature, Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Science, Proceedings of the Royal Society, Conservation Biology and Frontiers 
in Ecology and the Environment. Pete is co-founder of Tree House Concerts, and is an avid fly fisherman, 
passionate cook and father of two.

Dwight McLaurin, DDS
Retired Dentist, owner of McLaurin Farms

Dwight owns 300 acres in Marion County, Georgia, 30 miles east of Columbus. He has a keen interest 
in improving his property’s natural resources and marvels at the improvements prescribed burning has 
yielded. He has taken continuing education courses sponsored by the Chattahoochee Fall Line Conservation 
Partnership and the Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources at the University of Georgia with 
more planned. Dwight is a graduate of the University of Texas with a Bachelor of Arts in zoology and the 
University of Texas Dental Branch with a Doctor of Dental Surgery. He is a proud Army veteran of the 
Vietnam War.

Stephen (Steve) Musser
Assistant State Conservationist, Alabama Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

Steve began his career as the district conservationist before moving to Auburn in 1996 and to work in the 
state office – where’s he’s been ever since. In his role, Steve is responsible for managing all the financial 
assistance programs NRCS has to offer in Alabama, handling amounts of $30 million to $50 million each 
year. He has spent his entire career serving Alabama farmers and agriculture and enjoys every bit of it. 
Steve has assisted many landowners in living out their dreams by helping them improve and care for the 
land they own.

Mike Oetker 
Deputy Regional Director, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Southeast Region 

Mike oversees the agency’s operations involving more than 1,300 employees located in 10 states and the 
Caribbean islands. He has been with the service for 18 years. Before moving to the Southeast, Mike worked 
in the southwestern U.S. on water use conflicts and also worked in the Great Lakes and the Mississippi 
River Basins working on fisheries management issues. Before joining the Fish and Wildlife Service, he 
worked for the Natural Resources Committee in the U.S. House of Representatives.

Brian Pelc
Restoration Project Manager, The Nature Conservancy, North Florida Program

Brian’s role includes coordinating the Apalachicola Regional Stewardship Alliance (ARSA) Local 
Implementation Team for America’s Longleaf Restoration Initiative. Partnerships and the direct conservation 
and restoration work they foster are a fundamental foundation for much of the work in the North Florida 
Program. These include the regional Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area, a Challenge Cost Share 
Agreement with the U.S. Forest Service for groundcover, isolated wetland and non-native invasive species 
management and regional prescribed fire strike team funding and deployment among ARSA partners.  
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Jason Reynolds
Director, Environmental Affairs, Southern Company

Jason is responsible for directing programs and strategies that address all national and environmental 
regulatory and legislative issues affecting Southern Company. Jason’s additional responsibilities include 
coordinating system-wide compliance strategies and external group activities along with directing 
scientific environmental research and permitting. Preciously he held various positions within Georgia 
Power including environmental analyst, environmental compliance supervisor, QA/QC supervisor and 
chemistry supervisor in Environmental Affairs, and workplace ethics coordinator for the Workplace Ethics 
department. His last role was the compliance director for Southern Nuclear. He has participated in several 
leadership programs with Georgia Power, Southern Nuclear and Southern Company Services.

Eric Spadgenske 
Alabama State Coordinator, Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, US Fish and Wildlife Service 

In his position with the service, Eric has spent the last 14 years coordinating the private land habitat 
restoration program in Alabama working on a variety of resource issues from longleaf pine to dam 
removals for aquatic restoration. Prior to joining the Service, he spent 10 years as an endangered 
species biologist at Fort Stewart, Georgia. Eric holds a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of 
Minnesota and a Master of Science in biology from Georgia Southern University. Eric’s master’s thesis 
focused on reproductive success of red-cockaded woodpeckers in southeast Georgia.  

Bonnie Stine
Cooperative Forestry Assistance Supervisor, Florida Forest Service

Bonnie has been involved with cost-share programs and grants for 26 years, starting with the Louisiana 
Department of Agriculture and Forestry and over 10 years with Florida Forest Service. Her current work 
includes managing cost-share programs including the Florida Forest Stewardship Program and Longleaf 
Stewardship Fund. In addition, Bonnie has served the past four years on the Longleaf Partnership Council 
and the National Forest Resource Coordinating Committee. 

Chuck Sykes
Director, Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division, Alabama Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources 

As Director of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries, Chuck oversees the operations of all wildlife and fisheries 
biologists and conservation enforcement officers. He is a Choctaw County native who took his passion 
for the outdoors and earned a Wildlife Biology degree in 1992 from Auburn University in the School of 
Forestry and Wildlife Science. After graduation, he worked as a guide and/or general manager for several 
prominent commercial hunting lodges in Alabama. Chuck assimilated the hands on knowledge from the 
field with scientific instruction for the classroom to create a full-service natural resource consulting firm in 
1999. Since then, he has managed thousands of acres across the nation.

Rhett Turner 
Producer, Director, Founder, Red Sky Productions 

Rhett has produced many award-winning documentaries and industrial films, including the EMMY award 
winning program “Chattahoochee: From Water War to Water Vision” for Georgia Public Broadcasting. 
With a focus on natural history and humanitarian aid efforts, Rhett has filmed around the world from 
Antarctica to Zanzibar for groups like CARE, The Carter Center, PBS Nature and the International Crane 
Foundation. Prior, Rhett spent a decade at Turner Broadcasting, including three years in CNN’s Tokyo 
bureau and trips to Baghdad during the first Gulf War.  
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Brent Widener
Lead Natural Resources Specialist and Acting Chief, Conservation Branch at Fort Benning

Brent’s primary duties focus on maintaining compatibility and sustainability of the military mission 
training and natural environment collectively; specifically, as both relate to threatened and endangered 
species, fish and game, and soils and hydrology program management. In addition, Brent is actively 
engaged with The Nature Conservancy in Georgia, Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Georgia 
Forestry Commission, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other private and public partners in the protection 
and management of lands in Fort Benning’s Army Compatible Use Buffer program. Brent is a graduate of 
the University of Georgia’s Warnell School of Forestry & Natural Resources.  

Matt Winter 
Senior Staff Writer, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF)

Matt writes about conservation, manages publications and shoots and edits photography for the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation. Before joining NFWF, Matt spent about 20 years in the Carolinas as a 
reporter, photographer, page designer and editor in the newspaper and magazine industries. Matt also 
worked as an outdoors columnist and founded a boating and fishing publication while working for The 
Post and Courier in Charleston, South Carolina.  


