
Thank you for your interest in this 
important project. 

This project was included in the fourth phase 
of early restoration for Deepwater Horizon, 

finalized in September 2015, to compensate 
for a portion of the injuries incurred by 

pelagic species from the oil spill. 

For more information, please visit  
www.nfwf.org/pll.

The 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill was 
the largest maritime oil spill in U.S. history, 
discharging millions of barrels of oil over 
87 days. The oil spill caused widespread 

environmental damage to natural resources 
in the Gulf of Mexico. In particular, many Gulf 

pelagic fish, eggs and larvae were injured. 
This restoration project will help fish species 
that were injured as a result of the oil spill.   

2018 Deepwater Horizon 
Oceanic Fish Restoration Project
SUPPORTING A HEALTHIER GULF OF MEXICO

This project was selected by the Deepwater 
Horizon trustees, including the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and 
is funded through the legal settlement with 
BP. NOAA is partnering with the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) to work with 
the pelagic longline (PLL) fishery in the Gulf 
to launch a non-regulatory project designed to 
restore fish species that were injured by the  
oil spill.  
The project was launched as a pilot in 2017; 
full implementation of the project will start in 
January 2018. Participating vessel owners in 
the Gulf will refrain from PLL fishing and will 
receive financial compensation to offset their 
loss in revenue during the temporary, voluntary 
six-month repose period. 
Additionally, NOAA and NFWF are working 
with the industry to find ways to minimize any 
potential economic impact to area businesses. 
For instance, to help offset economic impacts 
of the repose, participants are encouraged to 
fish for yellowfin tuna and swordfish using 
alternative gear. 
The project is specifically tailored to restore 
a portion of the resources impacted by the 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill and does not affect 
existing management practices or regulations.

Voluntary. 
Temporary. 
Compensated.



Project Overview

Why should I participate?

This upcoming year, the repose period will 
start on January 1, 2018. If selected, vessel 
owners who volunteer for the repose will not 
fish with pelagic longline gear from January 1 
to June 30, 2018. Participation is on an annual 
basis. The full estimated project timeline is 
five to 10 years.

In order to participate in the project, 
interested vessel owners should submit their 
completed request form by mail to NFWF no 
later than October 31, 2017. Interested vessel 
owners, or “offerors,” will be notified by mid-
November 2017 about whether they have 
been selected to participate.

You can help improve the Gulf. Restoring pelagic 
fish species injured by the 2010 Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill will benefit the Gulf of Mexico 
in the short- and long-term and will help 
compensate for a portion of the injuries to fish 
caused by the spill. Reducing fish mortality 
will allow fish to grow and reproduce, 
helping support healthier populations of fish 
throughout the Gulf. 

You will be compensated. Participants will be 
financially compensated to help offset their loss 
in revenue during the repose.

You can still fish. Participating vessels are 
encouraged to use alternative gear during the 
repose period to continue bringing yellowfin 
and swordfish to market using greenstick, buoy 
and deep drop gear. 

You can test and help improve gear. This portion 
of the project provides an opportunity to study 
and improve the efficiency of the gear over 
time. Participants can assess the alternative 
gear, at no cost, and be at the forefront of 
developing strategies to fish using greenstick, 
buoy and deep drop gear in the Gulf. 
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At the completion of the 2017 pilot 

year, all seven participants had positive 
feedback about their participation. 

According to one of the participants:  
“I found it very rewarding to be a part 

of the research and experiment with the 
new gear as well as to be a part  

of something that could help restore  
fish in the Gulf.”

For more information, please visit  
www.nfwf.org/pll.


