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BACKGROUND
In 2016, the Angeles National Forest Wildfires Restoration Grant Program (WRGP) was 
established to increase the pace and scale of post-fire recovery across key fire-impacted 
areas of the Angeles National Forest. This program helps provide mutually beneficial 
opportunities for partnerships with the ANF for diverse but coordinated watershed-focused 
restoration activities. 

This partnership between the Angeles National Forest and NFWF represents an innovative 
approach to targeting a wide array of landscape-scale planning, implementation and 
monitoring needs. Over the next few years, the Angeles National Forest WRGP plans to 
invest more than $17 million in competitive grants for projects focused on three significant 
past fire events: the Copper, Ranch and Sayre fires. In its first year, the program will 
invest almost $3 million in 16 projects, leveraging an additional $2 million in matching 
conservation resources, to address four key categories of restoration work for the national 
forest: 1) forest/upland restoration and management; 2) stream/riparian restoration 
management; 3) species management; and 4) non-natural features management.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
The goals of the Angeles National Forest – Wildfires Restoration Grant Program include 
projects that:
• Improve the Angeles National Forest’s capacity to evaluate and restore the watersheds 

and ecosystems affected by fire
• Provide sustainable and lasting ecological benefits
• Promote ecological resilience to future wildfire events
• Inform efficient post-fire restoration through innovation
• Increase awareness and understanding of fire’s impact in Southern California landscapes

The program’s investments are dedicated to conduct improvement, protection or 
rehabilitation work on lands administered by the U.S. Forest Service for purposes rendered 
necessary for recovery from the fires. However, the design of this program incorporates 
a holistic view of the watersheds affected by these fires, in order to invest in a variety of 
integrated and complementary strategies intended to maximize restoration impact. The 
strategies and awarded projects are determined through close collaboration between the 
U.S. Forest Service and NFWF.
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