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Northern California Forests and Watersheds 

2020 Request for Proposals (RFP) Appendix 
 

Listed below are several potential projects that have been identified by the Lassen National Forests (LNF) 

for the Storrie Fire and are within the priority watersheds identified in Chapter 1 of the Restoration 

Strategy.  Projects outside of the priority watersheds are denoted with an asterisk (*).  All projects will 

require at least a quarterly check-in with the USFS and a final presentation to USFS and NFWF, as 

appropriate. 

 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) acronyms include: 

 CE – Categorical Exclusion 

 CEQA – California Environmental Quality Act 

 EA – Environmental Assessment 

 EIS – Environmental Impact Statement 

 FONSI – Finding of No Significant Impact 

 ROD – Record of Decision 

 

Watershed Restoration and Management (1 project) 
 

 Upper Yellow Creek culvert designs and implementation (Lassen National Forest’s Storrie Fire 

priority watersheds: Upper Yellow Creek) 

 

The Storrie Fire burned within the North Fork Feather River watershed and exacerbated sedimentation 

and erosion issues within the Yellow Creek subwatersheds that were already above or close to thresholds 

of concern.  To reduce existing sources of chronic sedimentation and eliminate the risk of crossing failure 

due to presence of undersized culverts, the LNF has identified three culverts that are a high priority to 

improve the overall subwatershed health.    

 

To accommodate 100-year storm events (including debris) and allow for aquatic organism passage, 

stream crossing structure designs using stream simulation are needed at three sites within the Upper 

Yellow Creek subwatershed.  Designs should address sedimentation issues in the immediate areas and 

ideally create an environment of little to no sediment delivery in these locations.  The culvert designs can 

account for work extending approximately 500’ up and down the road and 200’ up and down the stream if 

necessary for implementation.  LNF is working on NEPA with anticipated completion by spring 2020. 

The awarded grantee will need to collaborate closely with the LNF to ensure objectives for each site can 

be met and within the existing parameters of the NEPA decision. 

 

Additional information includes: map and pictures.  The awarded applicant will receive NEPA when it is 

available. 

 

Forest and Upland Restoration and Management (4 projects) 
 

 Storrie Fire invasive vegetation removal and NEPA (Lassen National Forest’s Storrie Fire priority 

watersheds: Chips Creek, Upper and Lower Yellow Creek)  

 

There are a variety of invasive plant species found throughout the Storrie Fire affected watersheds that 

should be treated and removed so that they are not able to colonize habitats within the Storrie Fire scar. In 

http://portal.nfwf.org/communications/Logo Library/NFWF_logo_standard_2012.tif
http://www.nfwf.org/norcal/Documents/NorCal_RestorationStrategy.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/norcal/Documents/NorCal_RestorationStrategy.pdf
https://www.nfwf.org/norcal/Documents/LNFculvert.pdf
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particular, Canada thistle is an invasive plant species which has been increasing in range throughout these 

watersheds.   Known weed infestations, which can be dispersed by cattle and wind, are currently located 

in 24 sites across 3.4 acres.  Current sites include Butt Creek, Butte Creek, and Humbug Valley/Yellow 

Creek where a 2018 NFWF-LNF grantee Yellow Creek meadow restoration project will occur in the near 

future.  Applicants will need to develop NEPA that targets a variety of invasive vegetation and includes 

herbicide spraying and an adaptive management strategy.  The majority of the NEPA development can be 

tailored off of a similar Pioneer invasive plant treatment EA developed by LNF.  Additionally, applicants 

will need to conduct herbicide spraying for current and future locations for the duration of the project via 

a certified pesticide applicator.   

 

Additional information includes: map and Pioneer EA.    

 

 Green Island Lake Research Natural Area (RNA) fuels reduction preparation, monitoring, and 

NEPA  (Lassen National Forest’s Storrie Fire priority watersheds: Chips Creek and Lower Yellow 

Creek)    

 

The Storrie Fire burned within the Green Island Lake recommended Research Natural Area (rRNA) with 

low severity, and the 26N74 road on Soda Ridge just south of the RNA was used as a holding line.  

Applicants will develop a NEPA document to support the use of prescribed fire within the rRNA, 

implement fireline preparation work along previously used holding features as well as new ones, and 

conduct pre-prescribed burn monitoring.  Data collection and NEPA reports for wildlife, archaeological 

and botanical surveys, stand exams, and surface fuels data will need to be conducted by applicants.  At a 

later time, LNF will implement the prescribed burn which would allow fire to return in its role as a critical 

ecological process in the Green Island Lake rRNA.  Therefore, applicants should also create a monitoring 

plan for post fuels reduction implementation to measure burn effects within the Green Island Lake rRNA. 

 

Additional information includes: map.    

 

 Rocks area fuels reduction preparation, implementation, and NEPA (Lassen National Forest’s 

Storrie Fire priority watersheds: Lower Yellow Creek)   

 

Due to damage caused by the Storrie Fire, the Rocks area is in need of maintenance to improve watershed 

health and reduce risk of high severity fire.  LNF scoped to the public a proposed action, purpose and 

need for a larger Rocks area project, and completed specialist reports for the project.  Applicants should 

utilize existing reports to reanalyze and create a smaller Rocks project EA.  After a NEPA decision has 

been signed, applicants shall perform fuels reduction preparation work such as cutting, snag felling, fuel 

piling, tree cutting, and/or planting trees across 558 acres.  LNF will conduct a prescribed fire treatment 

of pile burning and/or underburning (broadcast burning) for a total of 1,067 acres.  There are 31 units 

totaling 508 acres that will be underburned only.  

 

Applicants are welcome to submit a proposal to edit existing specialists’ reports, create an EA, and 

perform all or a subset of the fuels work with maximum acreage that can be accomplished.  NEPA will 

need to be completed for all proposed treatments including the LNF prescribed fire treatment.  Applicants 

should anticipate fuels reduction occurring roughly around June through October due to weather and 

California spotted owl and goshawk restrictions.    

 

Additional information includes: maps and treatment acres.  The awarded applicant will receive the 

specialist reports.       

 

https://www.nfwf.org/norcal/Documents/LNFinvasive.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=44112
https://www.nfwf.org/norcal/Documents/LNFGreenmap.pdf
https://www.nfwf.org/norcal/Documents/LNFRocks.pdf
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 Lassen National Forest plantation stocking surveys (Lassen National Forest’s Storrie Fire priority 

watersheds: Upper and Lower Yellow Creek) 

 

In 2000, the Storrie Fire burned portions of the Lassen and Plumas National Forests with a mix of low to 

high fire severity. In 2012, the Chips Fire burned in much of the same footprint as the Storrie Fire and 

also expanded to the north and east. Burned areas were evaluated for salvage logging and reforestation 

site preparation needs after both fires. After salvage logging and site preparation treatments, 

approximately 1,880 acres were planted with a mixture of native conifer tree seedlings from 2004 to 

2017. 

There is a need to collect data in the planted areas to determine stocking levels and future treatment 

options. Data will be collected on a systematic grid of plots throughout the 1,880 acres across 114 planted 

units for a total of approximately 1,278 plots. Data will be collected on planted and natural tree 

regeneration, residual overstory trees and snags, and shrub, grass and forb cover. Data will be collected 

using a modified common stand exam (CSE) protocol. The completed data will be submitted in an 

electronic format for upload to the Field Sampled Vegetation (FSVeg) Forest Service database. 

Information on FSVeg can be found at: https://www.fs.fed.us/nrm/fsveg/. 

The project area is located approximately 10 miles southeast to 18 miles southwest of Chester, California. 

Individual planting units are accessible by county and Forest System roads with some walk-in units. It is 

required to collect the data when there is no snow on the ground so timing of the data collection will be 

restricted to snow-free times of the year. Detailed stand maps and an electronic CSE file will be provided 

to the applicant when awarded. Applicant will provide all other materials, supplies, personnel, and field 

data recorder or computer for CSE file to complete the project. NEPA is not required for this project. 

Interested applicants should submit a proposal for the entire data collection work or for geographically 

grouped units. 

Additional information includes: maps and the plantation stocking survey, and GIS data layers. 

 

Recreational and Non-natural Features Management (1 project) 
 

  High Lakes travel management plan  (Lassen National Forest’s Storrie Fire priority watersheds: 

Chips Creek and Lower Yellow Creek)  

 

The High Lakes area management plan will analyze and provide recommendations for the area which 

includes motorized and non-motorized trails, off-highway vehicle (OHV), off-road travel, roads, and a 

variety of other user needs. The High Lakes area includes 40 miles of trails across 39 square miles, and 

will include the recently acquired Spring Valley Lake. The Spring Valley Lake assessment was completed 

in the summer of 2018 and will need to be included into the management plan. Additionally, facilitation 

of area use meetings and site visits will be required.  Applicants should include a few site visits to occur 

with LNF and user groups.  A high clearance four wheel drive vehicles such as a utility vehicle (UTV) or 

OHV is recommended for High Lakes/Soda Ridge site visits.  Technical driving and rock crawling skills 

are needed in most areas.    

 

Additional information includes: background document on desired future condition, High Lakes maps, 

High Lakes Motorized Trail Re-routes and Staging Area Improvements EA, Friends of High Lakes 

partner website, OHV management example, Trail Fundamentals and Trail Management Objectives and 

handbook, USFS Region 5 Water Quality Handbook, USFS Roadless Rule, and LNF’s Land and 

Resource Management Plan.  The awarded applicant will also receive an EIS for oversnow/winter 

https://www.fs.fed.us/nrm/fsveg/
https://www.nfwf.org/norcal/Documents/LNFMapSurvey.pdf
https://nfwf.sharefile.com/d-s5ea8c62ea5440a9b
https://www.nfwf.org/norcal/Documents/LNFHigh.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/norcal/Documents/LNFhighlakemap.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/norcal/Documents/LNFhighEA.pdf
http://www.friendsofthehighlakes.com/
http://www.friendsofthehighlakes.com/
http://www.nfwf.org/norcal/Documents/LNFWildomar.pdf
https://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/trail-management/trail-fundamentals/
https://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/trail-management/documents/trailfundamentals/1623-3801_TrailFdml+TMO_Sec508_11-14-16_150dpi.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5399662.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/roadmain/roadless/2001roadlessrule
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/lassen/landmanagement/planning
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/lassen/landmanagement/planning
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mobiles, Spring Valley Lake assessment, and High Lakes Management Plan information for 

environmental setting, historical use, and planned projects.   


