
 Biographies

Robert Abernethy
President, Longleaf Alliance

Robert was selected as president of The Longleaf Alliance in 2012 and oversees all Alliance activities in the 
nine-state range of the Longleaf Pine. Robert comes to the Alliance after 17 years as assistant vice president for 
agency programs with the National Wild Turkey Federation, where he oversaw the restoration of the wild turkey, 
as well as habitat management projects with state and federal partners across the nation. 

Tim Albritton
Alabama State Staff Forester, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Tim serves as Alabama’s state staff forester with the NRCS. Prior to his current position, he worked with the 
Alabama Forestry Commission for 17 years. Tim earned an associate degree in forest technology from Patrick 
Henry State Junior College in 1982 and a bachelor’s degree in forest resources from Auburn University in 1995. 
He enjoys working with wood and is an exceptional crafter of wooden walking canes.

Amanda Bassow
Director, Eastern Partnership Office, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF)

Amanda develops partnerships and oversees delivery of grant programs in a 24-state region covering the 
northeastern, mid-Atlantic and southeastern U. S.. From 2006 to 2013, she managed NFWF’s Chesapeake Bay 
Stewardship Fund. She joined NFWF after nine years at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, serving in the 
Office of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Office of the Administrator, as well as the Chesapeake Bay program 
office in Annapolis, MD.

Ben Battle
District Ranger, DeSoto National Forest 

Ben is responsible for establishing and maintaining cooperative relationships with local, county, and state 
representatives, special interest groups, civic groups, private industry, tribal government, and members of 
the general public. He leads agency efforts in ecosystem management and ensures long-term productivity 
and ecologically sustainable goals are implemented in DeSoto National Forest. He began his career with the 
agency in 1998 and has held positions of increasing responsibility in the field of natural resources management 
throughout the southeastern U.S., serving most recently in Georgia and Arkansas.

Major Kenneth Bradley 
Director, Environmental Programs, Mississippi Army National Guard

Major Bradley, a native of Mobile, AL, is a 1998 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. During his 
military career, he has served tours in Iraq, Kuwait, and Bosnia, humanitarian missions in South America and the 
Caribbean, as well as multiple domestic operations such as Hurricane Katrina.  As environmental director for the 
Mississippi Army National Guard, Major Bradley plans and supervises environmental support for all Mississippi 
Army National Guard facilities.
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Jimmy Bullock
Senior Vice President, Forest Sustainability, Resource Management Services (RMS), LLC

Jimmy oversees sustainable forestry policy and programs, advocacy on forestry issues, and environmental, 
wildlife, and recreation policy and programs for RMS-managed timberlands in the U.S. He also is responsible 
for forest certification and audit programs for RMS-managed timberlands in the U.S., Brazil, and China. Prior to 
joining RMS, he served as manager of wildlife policy and programs at International Paper. A certified wildlife 
biologist, Mississippi registered forester, and Society of American Foresters certified forester, Jimmy is on the 
board of directors for the National Conservation Leadership Institute.

Patrick Chubb
Environmental Specialist, Mississippi Power 

Patrick has been a member of the land and water programs department within Environmental Affairs at 
Mississippi Power since 2012. He is responsible for managing natural resource-related projects, including 
wetlands, avian management, and protected species. Prior to joining Southern Company, Patrick worked in the 
public and private sectors, including environmental consulting, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Alaska, and 
a state transportation agency.  

Colette DeGarady
Senior Conservation Ecologist, The Nature Conservancy – South Carolina (TNC)

Steven Dick 
District Manager, Mississippi Power 

Steven is the District Manager for Mississippi Power in Biloxi. He is responsible for building and maintaining 
effective external relationships with community leaders and local elected officials in the Biloxi-D’Iberville area. 
He also oversees customer service within the district and partners with operations, marketing, and economic 
development to ensure customer needs are met with the highest level of satisfaction. Steven joined Mississippi 
Power in February 2012 as its contracts manager. Previously, he practiced law for more than 12 years. 

Joe Duff
CEO and Pilot, Operation Migration

Joe is the co-founder, lead pilot, and chief operating officer of Operation Migration. He has been teaching 
birds to migrate since he assisted with the first human-led migration experiment in 1993 and has conducted 21 
migration studies with three species. Operation Migration leads whooping cranes from Wisconsin to Florida. The 
cranes are a long-lived, slow-reproducing species, but they are beginning to teach their offspring the same route 
they learned from their surrogate parents. 
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Colette is senior conservation ecologist with the South Carolina chapter of TNC, where she has worked for 10 
years. She is currently the coordinator for the Sewee Longleaf Conservation Cooperative longleaf implementation 
team located on the coast of South Carolina. She is an active board member of both the SC Native Plant Society 
and SC Exotic Pest Plant Council. Much of her work with TNC involves restoring and managing natural habitats 
and collaborating with partners and the public on conservation projects across the state. 



Troy Ettel
Director, Forest Conservation, The Nature Conservancy (TNC)

Since 2011, Troy has served as director of forest conservation, coordinating TNC’s nine-state programs in longleaf 
protection and restoration. Working with state and national programs and partners, he identifies means to apply 
TNC’s expertise and skillset to implement the range-wide conservation plan for longleaf pine. Previously, Troy 
served as director of conservation and stewardship with the New Jersey Audubon Society, state ornithologist 
with the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, and state zoologist with TNC in Texas. 

Trudy Fisher
Executive Director, Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ)

Trudy was reappointed as the executive director of the MDEQ by Governor Phil Bryant in 2012. She was first 
appointed by former Governor Haley Barbour in 2007, and is the first woman to serve as the agency’s director. 
Prior to returning to MDEQ, she led an environmental law practice. She previously served as MDEQ’s general 
counsel. After Hurricane Katrina devastated South Mississippi the agency implemented, under Fisher’s 
leadership, a $640 million wastewater and water infrastructure program for the Mississippi Gulf Coast region.

Glen Gaines
Regional Longleaf Restoration Coordinator, U.S. Forest Service (USFS)

Glen serves as the USFS longleaf restoration coordinator for the South Region. He has worked 35 years with 
the USFS in the southeast as a forester, wildlife biologist, and district ranger. He received a bachelor’s degree in 
forestry from Mississippi State University and a master’s degree in wildlife science from Texas Tech University. 
He lives in Moulton, Ala., with his wife, Laura, of 30 years.

Chris Hobson
Senior Vice President and Chief Environmental Officer, Southern Company

Chris is responsible for company-wide environmental issues at Southern Company, including the environmental 
stewardship program. He also oversees environmental compliance planning, as well as research and 
development of new energy technologies. He has held various management positions since he joined Southern 
Company in 1973, including manager of environmental laboratory, manager of agency affairs in Washington, D.C., 
and vice president of environmental affairs for Georgia Power. Chris has been a member of various environmental 
organizations, including the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI), and the Utility Air Regulatory Group.

Ed Holland
President and CEO, Mississippi Power

Ed is president and CEO of Mississippi Power. Since joining the company in 1992, he has served in several 
positions including executive vice president, general counsel and corporate secretary for Southern Company. He 
has also served as the company’s chief compliance officer. Ed is a member and former chairman of the Edison 
Electric Institute’s legal committee, a former director of the Institute for Legal Reform of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, and a member of the Electricity Committee of the Public Utility, Communications and Transportation 
Law Section of the American Bar Association.
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Mayor A. J. Holloway
City of Biloxi 

As Mayor of Biloxi, A. J. Holloway has used revenue from the casino-resort industry to re-energize the local 
economy, creating 15,000 jobs, generating $6 billion in development, boosting the number of annual visitors 
to the community from 1 million to 8 to 10 million per year, and accounting for billions in new revenue. He 
was Mayor of Biloxi during Hurricane Katrina. Six months after the storm, he announced the “Reviving the 
Renaissance” initiative, prompting nearly 200 residents to step forward to help craft a blueprint to guide the 
city’s rebuilding efforts in a way that recaptures the successes of the past.

Dr. Glenn Hughes 
Extension Professor of Forestry, Mississippi State University (MSU) Extension Service

As extension forestry professor for the MSU Extension Service, Glenn provides forestry-related programs to 
landowners, professionals, and others interested in advancing forest management and stewardship. He has 
written and spoken on many forestry topics, including longleaf pine management, the Tree Farm System, forest 
certification, landowner education, forest history, emerging markets and general forest management.  He is a 
forestry graduate of MSU, and has graduate degrees from the University of Wyoming and Texas A&M University.  

Claude Jenkins
Wildlife Biologist, Alabama Wildlife Federation (AWF)

Claude is a wildlife biologist with the AWF, where he is responsible for providing wildlife habitat conservation 
and management technical assistance to private landowners. Claude received an associate’s degree in forestry 
management technology from Jones County Junior College and a bachelor’s degree in wildlife and fisheries 
science from Mississippi State University. He has more than 15 years of experience working with private, non-
industrial landowners to conserve wildlife habitat. 

Dr. Mark LaSalle 
Director, Pascagoula River Audubon Center

Mark is the director of the Pascagoula River Audubon Center, located in Moss Point, MS. In his current position 
with Audubon, he is responsible for coordinating the continued development of the Pascagoula River Audubon 
Center and expanding Audubon’s conservation, citizen science, and educational programs in south Mississippi. 
Mark, a wetland ecologist, provides expertise on wetlands, water quality, and environmental impacts of humans. 
Mark is the coordinator of the Audubon Master Naturalist Program, an adult volunteer training program focusing 
on natural history.  

Mark Loughman
Director, Environmental Affairs, Mississippi Power 

As director of Environmental Affairs, Mark is responsible for ensuring compliance with environmental rules and 
regulations, managing relationships with regulatory agencies, environmental groups, and other stakeholders, as 
well as leading the company’s environmental stewardship efforts. He began his career with Southern Company 
in 1998, holding positions of increasing responsibility in economic development, major account sales, division 
operations, system planning, and environmental affairs. Previously, Mark worked in environmental compliance 
at NASA’s Stennis Space Center, in environmental consulting, and for a state regulatory agency.  
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Ken Meyer 
Co-founder and Executive Director, Avian Research and Conservation Institute (ARCI)

Growing up in New Jersey, Ken spent a lot of time exploring the outdoors, where wildlife, particularly birds and 
native habitats, captured his attention. While traveling on his first road trip away from home, he saw his first 
swallow-tailed kite as it glided just above the trees lining Virginia’s Blue Ridge Parkway. Years later, he co-
founded and now serves as executive director of ARCI, which conducts studies supporting the management and 
conservation of rare birds. Study subjects have included swallow-tailed kites, short-tailed hawks, white-crowned 
pigeons, and great egrets, to name a few. 

Jamie Miller
Executive Director, Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (MDMR)

Jamie was appointed executive director of the MDMR by Governor Phil Bryant in 2013. MDMR’s mission is 
to enhance, protect, and conserve marine interests of the state by managing the Mississippi Coastal Zone 
for optimal commercial, recreational, educational, and economic uses of these resources. Previously, he was 
chief of staff for Mississippi State Representative Stephen Palazzo in Washington, D.C., and policy advisor to 
Governor Haley Barbour following Hurricane Katrina. Jamie has more than 16 years of public- and private-sector 
experience focusing on coastal resource management, disaster recovery, and community development.  

David O’Neill
Vice President, Conservation Programs, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF)

David manages the implementation of NFWF’s conservation programs, overseeing a grant portfolio valued at nearly 
$100 million. From 2002 to 2007, he was executive director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust, which was created by 
the Maryland General Assembly to support Chesapeake Bay restoration. David also served as a vice president at 
Cherokee Investment Partners, a private equity firm focused on brownfields redevelopment. He has lectured on 
land use and environmental issues across the nation and internationally.

Carl Petrick
Ecosystems Staff Officer, U.S. Forest Service (USFS)

Carl has more than 28 years of land management experience in Florida. He was a natural resources manager on 
two Air Force installations in Florida (Tyndall Air Force Base and Eglin Air Force Base) before joining the USFS in 
2003 as the natural resources staff officer for National Forests in Florida. Carl is responsible for overseeing fish 
and wildlife management, forest management, and forest planning functions for the three national forests in 
Florida. He has extensive knowledge and experience restoring and maintaining longleaf pine communities and 
recovering rare species.

Kacy Ray
Manager, Gulf Conservation Program, American Bird Conservancy (ABC)

As ABC’s Gulf conservation program manager, Kacy leads collaborative partnerships and public outreach efforts 
to protect and conserve imperiled beach-nesting birds at coastal locations throughout the Gulf of Mexico. She 
coordinates via partners and volunteers to protect critical nesting areas with protective signs, symbolic fencing, 
monitoring, and public education. She has an M.S. from Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University where 
she conducted shorebird research for U.S. DOD’s Coastal/Estuarine Research Project at Camp Lejeune.  
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Ben Scaggs
Director, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) – Gulf of Mexico Program 

Ben serves as a director of programs for the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council. Created by the RESTORE 
Act of 2012 and comprised of the governors of the five Gulf Coast states and secretaries from six federal 
agencies, the council is responsible for restoring and protecting the natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, 
marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, coastal wetlands, and economy of the Gulf Coast. He is working with 
the council on a one-year detail from USEPA, where he serves as director of the Gulf of Mexico Program Office 
(GMPO) at Stennis Space Center, Miss.

Andrew Schock
Georgia State Director, The Conservation Fund (TCF) 

As Georgia state director for TCF, Andrew manages operations in Georgia and northern Alabama, including 
conservation real estate at the local, state, and federal levels, and green infrastructure projects in Atlanta. 
Prior to joining TCF in 2003, Andrew was National Wildlife Federation’s Southeastern Center director, director 
of protection for The Nature Conservancy of Georgia, district wildlife biologist for the N.C. Wildlife Resource 
Commission, and a biological technician with the Department of Defense at Fort Bragg. He serves as the board 
chair of Keeping it Wild, an organization with a mission of getting people from diverse backgrounds into our 
nation’s parks, and he is on the board of the Arabia Mountain Natural Heritage Area Alliance.  

Mike Sharp 
Director, Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF)

Mike comes to NFWF after serving three years as legislative director to Rep. Jo Bonner (AL-01). Prior to joining 
Bonner’s staff, he worked in the private sector and assisted a wide variety of clients in navigating the political 
and legislative landscapes of Capitol Hill. From 1995 to 2002, Mike worked in the office of Rep. Sonny Callahan 
(Ret.) with expanding legislative responsibilities, culminating as associate staff to the House Appropriations 
Committee’s subcommittee on energy and water development, chaired by Rep. Callahan.

Becky Stowe 
Manager, Terrestrial Program, The Nature Conservancy – Mississippi (TNC)

Becky is director of terrestrial programs for the Mississippi chapter of TNC. She oversees all aspects of restoration, 
management, and research on TNC preserves in Mississippi and supervises all of the forest programs. She is 
the Mississippi lead for TNC’s Longleaf Whole Systems Project, which encompasses all nine states in longleaf’s 
historical range, and works closely with diverse partners to protect significant places, important habitats and 
rare species. She has a background in biology and anthropology and has worked for TNC since 2002. 

Clay Ware
Longleaf Pine Recovery Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)

Clay is the USFWS longleaf pine recovery coordinator and a native Mississippian, hailing from Meridian. He 
cut his teeth on longleaf pine management at Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge, where he served 
as forester from 2001-2005. Upon leaving that position, Clay turned his focus to coordinating Department of 
Defense forestry and hunting/fishing programs, first at the Army Environmental Command and then as the U.S. 
Forest Service liaison to the Air Force. In 2012, he returned to the USFWS for his current position in Atlanta.
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Dr. Homer Wilkes
Director, Gulf of Mexico Ecosystem Restoration Team, Natural Resources Conservation 
      Service (NRCS)

A native of Port Gibson, Miss., Homer is one of five Federal Executive Council members to oversee the rebuilding 
of the ecosystem of the Gulf of Mexico after the BP Oil Spill of 2010. He served as acting associate chief of the 
U. S. Department Argiculture-NRCS from 2010 to 2012 and has held various management positions at NRCS, 
including state conservationist for Mississippi, chief financial officer and chief of administrative staff for the 
South Technical Center. Homer served as a Naval Supply Officer in the U.S. Navy Reserves from 1984 to 2010 
and holds a Ph.D. in urban higher education from Jackson State University.

Emily Jo Williams
Chief, Migratory Bird Program - Southeast Region, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

As the migratory bird chief/assistant regional director of the USFWS in the Southeast Region, Emily is 
responsible for several migratory bird habitat joint ventures, implementing national and international bird 
conservation plans, harvest regulations, and associated surveys in the Atlantic and Mississippi flyways. Prior 
to rejoining the USFWS in 2011, she served as the executive director of The Longleaf Alliance and worked for 
14 years with the Georgia Wildlife Resources Division in various roles. She is a certified wildlife biologist, a 
National Conservation Leadership Institute graduate, and served in various capacities for The Wildlife Society.

Dr. Mark Woodrey
Senior Research Associate, Mississippi State University (MSU) Coastal Research and 
      Extension Center

As a research biologist at MSU, Mark’s goal is to better understand coastal ecosystems to allow natural 
resource managers to make more informed conservation decisions. He also serves as the research coordinator at 
the Grand Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve. Trained as an ornithologist, Mark is studying the ecology of 
tidal marsh birds. He also is promoting the use of science-based information to support the management of bird 
species of high conservation concern.

Julie Wraithmell 
Director, Wildlife Conservation, Audubon Florida 

As director of Wildlife Conservation for Audubon Florida, Julie is an appointed member of the steering 
committee to develop a coastal habitat conservation plan for the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection’s Coastal Construction Control Line program. Prior to joining Audubon Florida, she worked eight years 
for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, creating the Great Florida Birding Trail and overseeing 
the agency’s wildlife viewing programs. In 2005, she joined Audubon Florida and she was recognized in 2010 as 
one of National Audubon Society’s Women of the Gulf for her role in the Deepwater Horizon disaster response. 

Margo Zdravkovic 
Co-founder and President, Conservian 

Margo is actively involved in research and restoration of the Gulf Coast in response to the Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill and currently is writing Gulf Coast Beach-Nesting Bird Assessment and Management Guidelines. Since 
1995, Margo has worked to conserve shore birds in Massachusetts, on the Gulf Coast (Florida to Texas), in 
Mexico and the Bahamas. She also serves on the Snowy Plover and American Oystercatcher Working Groups. 
Conservian is a nonprofit dedicated to earth conservation, including its field-based, science-driven coastal bird 
conservation program focused on research, monitoring and protecting coastal birds and their habitats.
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