
MEETING PURPOSE

To discuss progress on shared conservation goals, enhance personal relationships, and foster a 
more open, effective dialogue on environmental issues in general.
 
This event highlights current pressing conservation issues and on-the-ground activities in the region. 
It is designed to engage the collective expertise assembled to help solve key challenges faced by 
conservation partners in the Southeast, including both program implementers and funders. Ideas 
and solutions generated from presentations and discussions are likely to be used by Southern 
Company, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and others to further develop, implement and 
enhance key conservation programs.

GOALS
 
In support of southeastern bird conservation and education and longleaf ecosystem restoration:

       Increase communication and knowledge sharing

       Expand public-private cooperation
 

     Enhance the partnership programs’ effectiveness in supporting shared priorities and 
       accelerating outcomes

OBJECTIVES

     Continue to foster individual relationships among grantees, agencies, Southern Company and 
       the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

       Showcase progress and influence of the Power of Flight and Longleaf Stewardship Fund

       Demonstrate alignment of measurable grant outcomes with diverse public and 
      private objectives

       Discuss broad economic, political, and environmental trends affecting longleaf restoration and 
      southeastern bird conservation and relate them to localized issues and opportunities
 

       Identify partnership program benchmarks and ecologically meaningful goals for 
      southeastern bird conservation and longleaf ecosystem restoration priorities 
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Amity Bass
Louisiana Natural Heritage Program Manager, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

A native of West Monroe, Louisiana, Amity has worked for the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
since 2007. She began as a private lands biologist for the northeast Mississippi Delta in 
Louisiana, where she served as the state community ecologist in 2009 and as the manager 
for the Louisiana Natural Heritage Program in 2010. She is stationed in the Baton Rouge 
headquarters office where she has served since 2012. Amity holds a master’s degree in 
biology from University of Louisiana at Monroe. 

Deborah Burr
Gopher Tortoise Program Coordinator, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

Deb has worked as the Gopher Tortoise Program coordinator for the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission since 2007. Currently she coordinates statewide efforts 
promoting gopher tortoise conservation through incentive-based programs, public-private 
partnerships, research and education, and by conserving and managing habitat for wildlife.  
She has a bachelor’s degree in geography from the University of South Florida and an MPA 
in environmental policy from Florida State University. Deb has worked for domestic and 
international agencies on habitat restoration and management, wildlife conservation, and 
forestry projects for more than 18 years.  

Laura Chamberlin
Coordinator, Delaware Bay Program, Manomet

In September 2013, Laura joined the Manomet team as the Delaware Bay program coordinator 
for the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network. Laura coordinates the Celebrate 
Delaware Bay project and its collaborative strategies for engaging new audiences in shorebird 
and horseshoe crab conservation on the Delaware Bay. Laura also had worked on public land 
conservation in eastern California and served in the Peace Corps in Niger, West Africa, as an 
agricultural and natural resource management volunteer.

Stan Connally
CEO, Gulf Power

Stan joined the company in 1989 as a co-op engineering student at Georgia Power’s Plant 
Yates. He was named to his current position in July 2012. Previously, Stan was senior vice 
president and chief production officer for Georgia Power. He has held positions of increasing 
responsibility in various areas, including customer operations, sales and marketing, and power 
generation at Georgia Power, Alabama Power, and Mississippi Power.

Ralph Costa
Wildlife Biologist, RCWO LLC and Milliken Forestry Co., Inc.

Ralph provides and coordinates red-cockaded woodpecker (RCW) translocation biologists 
via NFWF/Southern Company grants through Milliken Forestry, Inc. and U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service grants through state conservation agencies in Alabama and Georgia.  Previously, he 
served as the USFWS’s RCW recovery coordinator for 17 years.  Prior to that, he spent 15 years 
with the U.S. Forest Service as a forester and wildlife biologist on four national forests. Ten of 
those years were heavily involved with RCW management and conservation programs.          
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Vernon Compton
Project Director, Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership, Longleaf Alliance

Vernon works for the Longleaf Alliance and, in 1998, became the first project director of 
the Gulf Coastal Plain Ecosystem Partnership (GCPEP). He facilitates conservation project 
planning, fundraising and implementation for the GCPEP, a voluntary public-private landowner 
partnership that now sustains more than 1 million acres of diverse habitat within the longleaf 
pine range. Having grown up in the piney woods near the Kisatchie National Forest in central 
Louisiana, he is a passionate advocate for longleaf pines. 

Ian Davidson
Director, Bird Biology and Conservation, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

As the director for bird conservation at NFWF, Ian leads the development and implementation 
of bird conservation initiatives together with NFWF’s partners in the U.S. For 25 years, his work 
has spanned the Americas including efforts to conserve migratory birds in the pampas of 
southern South America, native species in the tropical forests of the Andes, shorebird staging 
areas in the Arctic, and threatened species in the prairies. Previously, Ian was the regional 
director of the Americas program for BirdLife International where he helped develop and 
support a network of organizations conserve globally important birds areas.

Joe Duff
Co-founder, CEO and Pilot, Operation Migration

Joe is the co-founder, lead pilot and chief operating officer of Operation Migration. He has 
been teaching birds to migrate since he assisted with the first human-led migration experiment 
in 1993 and has conducted 21 migration studies with three species. Operation Migration leads 
captive-reared whooping cranes from Wisconsin to Florida. The cranes are a long-lived, slow-
reproducing species, but they are beginning to teach their offspring the same route they 
learned from their surrogate parents.

Jennifer L. Evans
Extension Associate, Extension Forestry, North Carolina State University (NCSU)

Jennifer is an extension associate in the Department of Forestry and Environmental Resources 
at NCSU, where she coordinates the Southeast Regional Partnership for Planning and 
Sustainability (SERPPAS) Prescribed Fire Work Group. Additionally she assists in implementing 
the Comprehensive Strategy for Prescribed Fire to Restore Longleaf Pine in the Southeastern 
United States. She is the secretary of the North Carolina Prescribed Fire Council and serves as a 
university representative on the Longleaf Partnership Council. 

Jessica Freeland
Senior Engineer, Environmental Affairs, Gulf Power

Jessica has been employed with Southern Company since 2002. She has served in the Gulf 
Power environmental affairs department since late 2013 and quickly assumed the role as point 
contact for Gulf Power’s environmental stewardship program and represents Gulf Power on the 
review team for the NFWF grants offered in the Southern Company territory. Jessica’s goal is 
to increase the number of proposals submitted for these grants, thereby increasing the number 
of quality, restoration and conservation projects in the Florida Panhandle. 
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Kim Greene
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer, Southern Company

Kim is responsible for overseeing the Southern Company system’s operations, which includes 
generation, transmission, engineering and construction services, system planning and research 
and environmental affairs, as well as Southern Power and Southern Wholesale energy. Prior to 
being named EVP and COO in 2014, Kim was president and chief executive officer of Southern 
Company Services. Before rejoining Southern Company in 2013, Kim held several executive-level 
roles at Tennessee Valley Authority. She began her career at Southern Company in 1991.

Mike Harris
At-Risk Species Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

At USFWS, Mike works with partner organizations to develop and implement proactive 
conservation plans and approaches that conserve at-risk species and preclude the need for 
federal listing. Previously Mike worked with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources for 28 
years and served as chief of the Nongame Section from its inception in 1998 until 2014, where 
he supervised statewide conservation and education activities for nongame wildlife, including all 
rare and endangered species. 

Brent Howze
Acting Region Supervisor, Georgia Department of Natural Resources  

Brent is currently a senior wildlife biologist and acting region supervisor for the Georgia Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Wildlife Resources Division.  He received a bachelor’s degree in forest 
resources and a master’s degree in wildlife ecology from the University of Georgia and has been 
actively involved in the studying and managing longleaf pine ecosystems for the past 13 years.

Scott Jordan
Senior Land Management Specialist, Gulf Power

Scott is responsible for forestry operations on Gulf Power-owned properties across the Florida 
Panhandle along with other land-related functions. He began his career with Gulf Power in 1998 
as an intern in the Environmental Affairs department and then spent the bulk of his career 
in vegetation management for the Power Delivery organization before accepting his current 
position in the land department in 2012. He led the National Wild Turkey Federation’s Energy 
for Wildlife stewardship program for Gulf Power and has been active in many organizations 
including the International Society of Arboriculture.

Alan Long
Administrative Director, Southern Fire Exchange, Tall Timbers Research Station  

Alan currently works with Tall Timbers Research Station as administrative director of the 
Southern Fire Exchange, a joint fire science program regional consortium for fire science 
technology transfer. He is professor emeritus at the School of Forest Resources and Conservation 
at the University of Florida. His teaching, extension and research activities focused on fire 
ecology and management, forest operations, forest stewardship and management opportunities 
for nonindustrial private forest landowners, and continuing education for professionals. He also 
served as statewide coordinator for forestry extension. 
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Will McDearman
Red-Cockaded Woodpecker Recovery Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Will McDearman has served since 2008 as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service red-cockaded 
woodpecker recovery coordinator. The scope of the recovery program includes restoration of 
fire-maintained longleaf and other pine communities within 11 states among a large and diverse 
group of federal, state, and private landowners. Prior to joining the service in 1994, Will’s work 
within the realm of conservation management and biology included positions as research 
coordinator with the Mississippi Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Mississippi Museum of 
Natural Science, and research specialist with The Nature Conservancy. 

Larry Monroe
Chief Environmental Officer, Southern Company

Larry is Southern Company’s chief environmental officer and senior vice president of 
research and environmental affairs. He is responsible for Southern Company’s environmental 
initiatives, including the assessment of federal environmental policy, compliance strategies and 
stewardship, and the research and development of new energy technologies. In 2013, Larry 
was recognized by Power Engineering magazine as one of the industry’s 25 most influential 
people over the past 25 years. A native of Pennsylvania, Larry received a bachelor’s degree in 
chemical engineering from Auburn University and a doctorate in chemical engineering from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Larry Niles
Wildlife Biologist, Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey, American Littoral Society

After working in Georgia as a regional game biologist, the majority of Larry’s career, 25 years, 
was spent working for the New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife, first as a biologist then as 
chief of the Endangered and Nongame Species Program. In 2006, Larry retired from the State 
and started his own company to pursue independent research and management projects on 
shorebird ecology and conservation and habitat conservation through planning and restoration.  
He has many peer-reviewed scientific articles, has published a monograph on shorebirds, a 
book on New Jersey’s endangered species, and a book on Delaware Bay. 

David O’Neill
Vice President, Conservation Programs, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

David manages the implementation of NFWF’s conservation programs, overseeing a grant 
portfolio valued at nearly $100 million. From 2002 to 2007, he was executive director of the 
Chesapeake Bay Trust, which was created by the Maryland General Assembly to support 
Chesapeake Bay restoration. David also served as a vice president at Cherokee Investment 
Partners, a private equity firm focused on brownfields redevelopment. He has lectured on land 
use and environmental issues across the nation and internationally. 

Ryan Orndorff
Deputy Program Director, Readiness and Environmental Protection Integration (REPI), U.S. 
Department of Defense (DOD)

Scott is Ryan Orndorff is the deputy program director for the DOD and REPI program and has 
over a decade of experience focusing on natural resources management, regulatory issues 
and regional land use planning.  Prior to working with the DOD, Ryan also worked with the 
National Park Service and as a research assistant with the Center for Watershed Stewardship, 
assisting with development of community-based watershed management 
strategies and plans.  
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David Printiss
North Florida Conservation Director, The Nature Conservancy

David oversees The Nature Conservancy (TNC) activities in northern Florida including 
management of 28,000 acres in the region.  He has been with the TNC for 23 years and 
has a diverse background ranging from herpetology to ecosystem restoration.  During the 
past 15 years, he has focused his energies on the restoration of the longleaf pine ecosystem 
with particular attention to increasing prescribed fire, groundcover restoration and non 
native species control on both TNC and partner lands.  David was a founding member of the 
Apalachicola Regional Stewardship Alliance Local Implementation Team in 2006. 

Kacy Ray
Manager, Gulf Conservation Program, American Bird Conservancy (ABC)

As ABC’s Gulf conservation program manager, Kacy leads collaborative partnerships and public 
outreach efforts to protect and conserve imperiled beach-nesting birds at coastal locations 
throughout the Gulf of Mexico. She coordinates via partners and volunteers to protect critical 
nesting areas with protective signs, symbolic fencing, monitoring and public education. She has 
a master’s degree from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, where she conducted 
shorebird research for DOD’s coastal/estuarine research project at Camp Lejeune. 

Suzanne Sessine
Assistant Director, Eastern Partnership Office, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Suzanne is assistant director of the Eastern Partnership Office for the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation. She has been with the foundation since 2003, and her current responsibilities 
include developing and managing strategic conservation grant programs and partnerships 
focused on priority species and habitats in the Southeast, including those supported through the 
Southern Company partnership. She received a master’s degree in environmental management 
from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, and holds a bachelor’s degree 
in environmental policy and behavior from the University of Michigan’s School for Natural 
Resources and Environment.

Brent Shaver
Conservation Forestry Project Director, The Nature Conservancy

A native Alabamian, Brent grew up along the East Fork Choctawhatchee River in Dale County. 
He has varied forestry and environmental experience, having worked for the private sector 
and state and federal governments. In his current role with the Conservancy, Brent oversees 
forest management across the state, assists with prescribed burning, helps private landowners 
with longleaf pine restoration and promotes the mission and values of the Conservancy to 
Alabama’s forestry community. He holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in forestry from 
Auburn University, and is a 2010 graduate of Leadership Mobile.

Lt. Gen. Duane D. Thiessen, USMC (Ret.)
President and CEO, Naval Aviation Museum Foundation

Lt. Gen. Thiessen was commissioned a second lieutenant in May 1974, where he completed 
numerous deployments to both the Mediterranean Sea and Okinawa as an AV-8A Harrier pilot. 
In the years following, he went on to complete deployments and assignments across the U.S. 
and internationally. Lt. Gen. Thiessen took command of Marine Forces Pacific in September 
2010 and retired from the Marine Corps in 2012. He currently serves as the president and chief 
executive officer of the Naval Aviation Museum Foundation and president of the National 
Flight Academy. 
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Rhett Turner
President, Red Sky Productions

Producer/Director Rhett Turner founded Red Sky Productions in 1999 after spending a decade 
at Turner Broadcasting, including three years in CNN’s Tokyo bureau and trips to Baghdad 
during the first Gulf War.  Rhett has produced many award-winning documentaries and 
industrial films, including the EMMY award-winning program “Chattahoochee: From Water 
War to Water Vision” for Georgia Public Broadcasting.  With a focus on natural history and 
humanitarian aid efforts, Rhett has filmed around the world from Antarctica to Zanzibar for 
groups like CARE, The Carter Center, PBS Nature and the International Crane Foundation.

Jim Vick
Director, Environmental Affairs, Gulf Power

Jim began his environmental career with Gulf Power in 1978 and held positions of increasing 
responsibility within the environmental affairs group.  In his current role, he is responsible 
for managing the overall administration of the environmental compliance programs for Gulf 
Power and for the Florida-based operations of Southern Power. A native of Pensacola, Jim is a 
graduate of Florida State University where he received a bachelor’s degree in marine biology.  
He also holds a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from the University of South Florida and a 
master’s degree in science and management from Troy University. 

Bryan D. Watts
Director, Center for Conservation Biology, The College of William and Mary and Virginia 
Commonwealth University

Bryan is the Mitchell A. Byrd Professor of Conservation Biology and Director of the Center for 
Conservation Biology, a research unit shared by the College of William and Mary and Virginia 
Commonwealth University. Bryan co-founded and has directed the Center for over 20 years and 
has overseen more than 500 research projects focused on finding solutions to conservation 
problems. The recipient of 350 grant awards, author of more than 250 publications and mentor 
to dozens of undergraduate and graduate students, Bryan continues to be passionate about the 
study of bird ecology. 

John Weir
Research Associate, Department of Natural Resources Ecology and Management, 
Oklahoma State University

After 16 years with the Oklahoma State University Research Range, John joined the newly 
formed Natural Resource Ecology and Management Department at Oklahoma State University 
in 2007. He conducts fire ecology research throughout the Great Plains, focusing mainly on fire 
effects and patch burn grazing. In the past 24 years, he has conducted over 997 prescribed 
burns in every month of the year and in vegetation ranging from shortgrass prairie to oak-pine 
forest in five states. He has authored numerous publications on prescribed fire and fire effects. 

Julie Wraithmell
Director, Wildlife Conservation, Audubon Florida

As director of Wildlife Conservation for Audubon Florida, Julie is an appointed member of the 
steering committee to develop a coastal-habitat conservation plan for the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection’s coastal construction control line program. Prior to joining Audubon 
Florida, she worked eight years for the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 
creating the Great Florida Birding Trail and overseeing the agency’s wildlife viewing programs. 
In 2005, she joined Audubon Florida and was recognized in 2010 as one of National Audubon 
Society’s Women of the Gulf for her role in the Deepwater Horizon disaster response.
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Brian Yablonski
Director, External Affairs, Gulf Power

Brian is responsible for Gulf Power’s regulatory and governmental affairs activities as well as 
providing environmental relations support for Southern Company. Prior to working with Gulf 
Power, Brian was vice president of public affairs for the St. Joe Company. In this role, he helped 
strategically plan nearly 600,000 acres of land in northwest Florida, including oversight of state 
and federal governmental relations, environmental strategy and economic policy development.  
Brian has served for nearly 12 years as a commissioner and vice-chairman on Florida’s Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the state agency charged with conserving endangered 
species and wildlife and overseeing hunting and fishing activities in the state of Florida. Brian is 
also on the Corporate Council for Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership.

Margo Zdravkovic 
Co-founder and President, Conservian

Margo is actively involved in research and restoration of the Gulf Coast in response to the 
Deepwater Horizon oil spill and is currently writing Gulf Coast beach-nesting bird assessment 
and management guidelines. Since 1995, Margo has worked to conserve shore birds in 
Massachusetts, on the Gulf Coast (Florida to Texas), in Mexico and the Bahamas. She also 
serves on the snowy plover and American oystercatcher working groups. Conservian is a 
nonprofit dedicated to earth conservation, including its field-based, science-driven coastal 
bird conservation program focused on research, monitoring and protecting coastal birds 
and their habitats.

Biographies2015 Stewardship 
Partners Meeting

Page 7

�


