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SECTION C--DESCRIPTION/SPECIFICATIONS/STATEMENT OF WORK 
 
 
C.1  SCOPE OF CONTRACT 
Description of Work:  The intent of this contract is to secure whole tree harvesting with 
subsequent processing of dead and dying Whitebark and Lodgepole pine species, slash disposal 
thru a combination of chipping and piling, and decking of log lengths at pre-approved landing 
locations on the Inyo National Forest, CA. 
 
Contractor Responsibility:  The Contractor shall provide everything--including, but not limited 
to, all equipment, supplies, transportation, labor, and supervision--necessary to complete the 
project, except for that which the contract clearly states is to be furnished by the Government. 
 
C.2 Project Location & Description   
Location:  Project is located within the boundaries of the June Mountain Ski Area in June Lake; 
CA. Lands available for treatment are National Forest System Lands on the Mono Lake Ranger 
District of the Inyo National Forest. 
 
Description: The project areas are generally identifiable as forested islands along the ski runs of 
the June Mountain Ski Area. In most cases, the boundaries of the units are made up of the ski 
runs that divide the units. If there is any discrepancy on the boundaries of individual work areas 
within units the COR must be contacted as soon as possible and no more work must take place 
until the discrepancy is resolved.   
 
Unit 1.01: Ski Island located west of J6 top lift shack. Unit is 20 acres. Slopes were calculated 
uphill and downhill with a clinometer, the average of the two measurements is shown on map 3 
for each plot where taken. In general, slopes ranged from 16% to 45%. Pumice soils exist 
throughout the contract area and are soft, loose in nature.  Aspect is west to slightly north west.  
A cruise was conducted to quantify removal and residuals post-harvest, choose a diameter at 
breast height (DBH) max, and help in choosing acceptable stump heights. 34 plots were installed 
in a systematic fashion, “in” trees measured for DBH to the nearest 1/10 of inch, height was 
estimated, and defect was accounted for only when heart rot was visible or tree was estimated 
dead longer than 5 years.  Between 8.0 inch DBH and 26.9 inch DBH, approximately 93 trees 
per acre for a total of 1,863 trees will be removed with an estimated volume of 313 CCF or 157 
MBF. Between 5.0 inch DBH and 7.9 inch DBH, approximately 37 trees per acre will be cut and 
removed for disposal. Between 0 and 4.9 inch DBH approximately 15 trees per acre will be 
removed. Due to the high variability within the unit, the sampling error was 23.9%. 
 
Units 1.02 – 1.20:  Upper mountain ski islands and upper mountain outer boundary of permitted 
ski area. Slopes, aspects, soil types, and approximate removal numbers are similar to unit 1.1.  
 
Exclusions (non-work areas): Control areas, if present; and limitations on work performed will 
be noted in C.5 Restrictions on Work and delineated on the ground by orange and white candy 
cane flagging on the boundaries and/or pink tags stapled on vegetation at breast height facing 
away from the site. No sites have been documented at this time.  
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Accessibility: Access is via the June Mountain Ski Area off SR 158 (June Lake Loop) in June 
Lake, CA.  In most cases, the project area is accessible by 2WD; however, some upper mountain 
terrain or early season access may necessitate the use of a four-wheel drive, high-clearance 
vehicle. The system of roads within the ski area boundary has not been maintained to Forest 
Service Standard. Currently many of the make shift culverts are daylighting and road is uneven. 
Roads are typically single lane with pullouts along routes.  
 
Any prospective contractor desiring an explanation or interpretation of the solicitation, drawings, 
specifications, etc., must request it in writing from the Contracting Officer soon enough to allow 
a reply to reach all prospective contractors before the solicitation closing date.  Oral explanations 
or instructions given before the award of a contract will not be binding.   
        
C.3 Maps   
Maps showing the general vicinity and/or specific work areas are included in Section J.  Maps 
are general in nature and are not to be considered as definitively identifying locations.  
 
 
C.4 Estimated Start Date & Contract Time 
Start:  July 15, 2016 
Time:  July 30th thru November 15th (Normal Operating Season). 
See also Section F 
 
C.5 Restrictions on Work   
Work may be performed at any time during the period of the contract, except as outlined here. 
Nothing in this part shall be construed to take away any of the Government's rights under the 
Suspension of Work Clause (52.242-14).  Restrictions are as follows: 
 

1.  In accordance with the fire plan, if included in Section J. 
2.  When the Contracting Officer (or designated representative) determines that adverse 
weather has made access too dangerous or that continued vehicular travel would cause 
unacceptable road damage. 
3.  No mechanical equipment will be allowed to operate within Controlled Areas. 
4. Mechanical harvesting equipment, including front loaders and skidders; would not be 
used on the Contract Area when wet weather operations or wet soil conditions would 
adversely affect soil porosity, hydrologic function, or runoff potential. 
5. Use of mechanical equipment shall be limited to slopes less than 30 percent and to 
when soil is dry to 6 inches, or suitable conditions determined by a Forest Service 
Watershed Specialist.  
6.  No mechanical operations would occur during the primary nesting period for resident 
and neotropical migratory birds from May 15th thru July 15th. This LOP may be adjusted 
during any year if a Forest Service Wildlife Biologist determines the breeding chronology 
does not coincide with these dates.  
 

 
C.6 Licenses and Insurance   
The contractor shall obtain the insurance and licenses listed here; (see also Section L, Notices to 
Offerors and Respondents). 
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MSPA Card (Form WH510):  This contract [] does [  ] does not require the contractor to be 
registered with the US Department of Labor as a Farm Labor Contractor.  The Contractor shall 
provide a current Form WH510 or legible copy. 
 
Other:  NONE 
 
 
 
C.7 Camping and Housing  
Camping is not permitted in US Forest Service campgrounds.  Contractor [] will [ ] will not be 
permitted to camp elsewhere on US Forest Service land.  Camping on Forest Service land is not 
a right; permission may be revoked for failure to comply with the terms of the permit.  (See also 
Section H, Camping Permit Compliance) 
 

C.8 Technical Requirements  

C.8-1 Definitions 
Conifer – Typically an evergreen tree, which usually has a single well-defined trunk 
and/or attains a height greater than 20 feet (i.e. pine, spruce, and fir species) 
 
Control Area (Cultural and/or Threatened and Endangered (T&E) Sites) - Areas 
delineated by orange and white candy cane flagging for the purpose of protecting 
resources of concern. Locations where special protection is required to preserve and 
protect cultural values and species of plants or animals listed on the T&E list. 
 
Crown Ratio – The portion of the total vertical tree height that is occupied by the vertical 
length of the tree crown. 
 
Dead or Dying Tree – Any tree with one or more of the following: 

1. Yellow, red, or brown foliage or no foliage left on branches 
2. Fading from Green to Yellow 
3. Less than 25% live crown remaining. 
4. Observed red pitch tubes and/or red frass around base of tree.  
 

DBH – Diameter of trees measured at breast height (4.5 feet above ground, upslope side 
of tree). 
 
Diameter - Other vegetation (not trees) is measured 1 foot above ground 
 
Existing Down Woody Material – All logs, stems, limbs and tops of trees and brush, 
which are dead and lying on the ground prior to Contractor beginning operations. 

 
Mobilization - The act of delivering all ordered personnel and equipment to the project 
area.  The price for mobilization shall be included in the proposed unit prices. 
 
Reserved Trees or Reserved Areas - Individual species of trees or certain areas within a 
treatment unit that the contract or COR designates are reserved from treatment. 
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Slash – Any cut vegetation and/or existing naturally (dead and down) woody debris. This 
includes stems, limbs, down logs, and brush that existed from previous activities or was 
generated by the contractor during current activities. Diameter to be piled, chipped, or 
removed will be specified. Limbs less than 1 inch in diameter and 2 feet in length are not 
defined as slash and may be left scattered on the forest floor. 
 
Snag – A dead or living tree that has 10 percent or less live crown.   
 
Superior Vigor Trees – Trees which exhibit healthy, dark green needle color.  Needle 
length is longer, and reaches further back on branches.  Needle length on inferior vigor 
trees is shorter and often tufted nearer branch tips.  Recent height growth is also greater 
on Superior Vigor Trees.  May not always be the largest/tallest tree. 
 
Supervisor (foreman) - A working (English speaking) supervisor, who is 
knowledgeable and experienced in the required work and supervision, shall be 
provided for each crew and is required to stay with the crew while work is in 
progress. If crew is non-English speaking, the supervisor must be bilingual in English 
and the language of the crew members. 

 

C.8-2 Specifications 

 
C.8-2.1 – Sanitation Thinning, Slash Disposal, and Decking of Logs– Line Item 1 

Treatments under this item are expected to be completed by a combination of 
hand operated tools such as chainsaws, rubber-tired and/or tracked (metal or 
rubber) logging equipment for cutting and skidding, and a chipper or grinder able 
to dispose of limbs, tops, and non-merchantable boles.  
 
C.8-2.1.1 – Sanitation Harvest/Thinning – Cut all dead and dying conifers 
regardless of species, spacing, and merchantability from 0 to 26.9 inch DBH. 
Trees exceeding 26.9 inches in DBH will satisfy requirements in C.8-2.1.3 Snag 
Retention.  
 
C.8-2.1.2 – Stump Heights – All single stem trees will have a stump height of 
eight inches when measured from the uphill side. All multi-stem trees or clumps 
that will not facilitate a six inch stump when using a harvester or feller-buncher 
for cutting shall be cut when a total height of 18 inches can be achieved. For 
multi-stem trees or clumps where an 18 inch total height would be exceeded, 1 
stem will be left uncut to mark obstacle in winter conditions.  
 
C.8-2.1.3 – Snag Retention – Trees greater than 26.9 inches DBH shall be left 
uncut to satisfy snag requirements on the unit, calculated at approximately 65 
trees or 3 trees per acre. If a designated snag poses a hazard to Contractors 
operations, Contractor may remove tree in question and shall leave suitable 
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replacement in close proximity that does not pose an unacceptable risk to 
operations. 
 
C.8-2.1.4 – Skidding and/or Yarding – Contractor will use conventional logging 
practices to skid and/or yard cut whole trees, recently wind snapped portions of 
trees, and up rooted or root sprung trees that meet utilization specifications listed 
below. Older dead and down whole trees that are in full contact with the soil may 
be left in place untouched as erosion control devices when deemed appropriate 
by the COR. Contractor shall not limb or process trees in place or within the unit 
boundaries. Forest Services anticipates some breakage of limbs and tops during 
skidding/yarding activates, Contractor will be liable for removal of breakage 
from within the unit when exceeding 3 feet in length.  
 
C.8-2.1.6 – Disposal of All Slash and Logs not meeting utilization Specifications – 
Contractor shall dispose of all slash and logs not meeting utilization specifications 
thru a combination of chipping/grinding and spreading of chips along with 
constructing burn piles at Forest Service approved locations as shown on the contract 
map.  
A temporary landing may be agreed upon that is not shown on the map to facilitate 
processing of logs, chipping and grinding of limbs, tops, and non-merchantable logs 
and/or sorting material for burn piles and decking at Landing #1.  
 
Burn piles shall only be constructed where shown on the contract map.  
The edge of the burn pile shall be 50 feet from the nearest live mature tree and shall 
be constructed to no greater than 20 feet in height and 25 feet in diameter. Piles will 
not be constructed within 100 feet of any infrastructure, including lift lines, towers, or 
out buildings and not within 200 feet of any flammable devices such as a propane 
tank.  
Once burn pile locations are filled to the extent specified all remaining limbs, tops, 
and non-merchantable boles shall be chipped or grinded and spread over the adjacent 
ski runs to a depth no greater than 2 inches in height on average with a max of 4 
inches over less than 10 percent of any one acre. Chips shall not be spread into 
drainages or pre-constructed erosion control features, nor placed near water ways 
where potential to enter streams or lakes are likely.   

 
C.8-2.1.7 – Decking of Logs meeting Utilization Specifications at Landing #1 –  
Logs measuring 10 inches or greater in diameter inside bark on the small end of 
the log and have a length 8 feet or greater shall be sorted and transferred to the 
decking location at landing #1 as shown on the contract map. Landing # 1 shall 
not require any construction. Logs should be decked in a uniform and safe 
fashion no higher than 10 feet in height, the road running throw the landing shall 
not be blocked by logs. Contractor may propose removal of green trees at landing 
#1 to increase capacity if needed, but it is not anticipated. 

 
C.8-2.1.8 Site Restoration – Operations will be designed to minimize the need for site 
restoration.  Site restoration shall include all reasonable and practicable efforts to 
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repair and restore the project area following the completion of operations.  Raking out 
equipment tracks, back-blading, water-barring, applying vegetative cover to exposed 
soil, tilling or scarifying areas of compacted soils, and discouraging future use of 
trails by unauthorized vehicles should be anticipated.  
 

 Any designated improvement (i.e. System Road or Hiking Trail, as shown on 
contract area maps) which have been disturbed by the Contractor’s operations will 
be returned to as near original condition as practicable 

 
 C.8-2.2 – Constructing Landing #2 – Optional – Upon need and funding, Forest 

Service may award optional item #2 to Contractor to perform tree cutting and brush 
clearing associated with opening up Landing # 2 to facilitate use as an alternate 
piling location of decking location. Forest Service estimates approximately 50 
mature trees would need to be cut or pushed over to allow use of an additional 1 
acre landing. Logs and slash created during clearing would be treated in line with 
C.8-2.1 Specifications.  

 
 C.8-2.3 – Cut High Stumps on Multi-stem Trees to meet 8 inch Height – Optional -  

Upon need and funding, Forest Service may award Optional Item 3 to have contractor 
perform cutting stumps with chainsaws on multi-stem trees where an 8 inch stump 
height could not be achieved with mechanized harvesting systems. Cruise estimates 
approximately 13 trees per acre may exist that would need to be recut to meet the 
required stump height and subsequent logs decked and activity slash disposed of 
threw chipping/grinding and/or piling .   
 
 

 C.8-3 Contractor-Furnished Equipment  
Unless otherwise specified herein, the Contractor shall provide all labor, transportation, 
materials, and equipment necessary to perform the work as described herein. 

 
The use of chainsaws, low-ground pressure tracked mechanical felling equipment, 
excavators, and/or rubber-tired front loaders/skidders/forwarders with attachments such 
as brush rakes, or log grapples are anticipated for completing these items. 

C.8-4 Government-Furnished Property 
See Section G.  

 
C.8-5 Public Safety  

A safety plan will be discussed with Contractor upon award and may vary on complexity 
and proximity to high use areas. 

 
Project area is located within a popular recreation area, along ski lift lines and 
infrastructure, and forest system roads.  Therefore, warning signs, flaggers, and/or other 
safety precautions may be needed to be employed by the contractor to ensure public and 
employee safety.  Warning signs must meet Department of Transportation standards. 
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C.8-6 Salvage Rights 
 No salvage rights exist under this contract 

C.8-7 Road Maintenance 
Road maintenance will be conducted by the June Mountain Ski Area prior to the 
commencement of operations by the contractor. Contractor will assume road maintenance 
during operations, including, but not limited to; surface blading, ditch cleaning, watering 
for dust abatement and surface compaction, drainage structure maintenance, and any 
other perceived needs agreed upon in writing by contractor and Forest Service. An 
approved water source for drafting is shown on the contract area map.  
 
All roads shall remain open, unobstructed, and free of trees and/or slash at all times 
during the Contractors’ operations.  
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