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Pacific Southwest Fuels Management  

Strategic Investments Partnership 
 

Appendix 
 

Listed below are several projects that have been identified by several forests in the Southwest 

Region as priorities for fuels management. These are projects for which all planning and 

compliance work has been completed, as well as opportunities to support planning and  

compliance work for projects that are still in development. 

 

PROGRAM PRIORITIES 
 

Implementation Projects 

 

1. Tahoe National Forest: Western Nevada County Community Protection Project – Deer 

Creek 

 

The Tahoe National Forest has collaborated with other agencies in Western Nevada County to 

develop the Western Nevada County Community Defense Project (WNCCDP). The project 

supports community-wide fuels reduction and wildfire safety while enhancing the health of forest 

ecosystems in an area important to biodiversity for game and other species, and the upper watershed 

of Deer Creek, on the western slope of the Sierra Nevada Mountains. The high levels of fuel loading 

in the project area increases the threat of catastrophic wildland fire, damage to permitted operations, 

and risk to the neighboring communities including Washington and Nevada City. The partnership 

with the Nevada County Board of Supervisors, Nevada County Fire Safe Council and CAL FIRE 

has helped develop specific projects that incorporate fuels hazard reduction across private, state and 

federal lands.   

 

The WNCCDP aims to reduce surface fuel loadings and ladder fuels to a level that would slow fire 

spread and aid fire suppression activities. Existing conditions within the project area affect the 

defense capabilities of the communities at risk, the vulnerability of the ecosystem to the effects of 

large wildfires, as well as the sustainability of a healthy forest ecosystem, forest watersheds, and 

associated wildlife habitat. Treatments to increase forest heterogeneity at multiple scales will 

improve habitat quality and landscape connectivity, improve foraging opportunities for wildlife, and 

reduce the risk of catastrophic fire in areas occupied by rare plants such as Fritillaria eastwoodiae. 

Project activities will protect large diameter trees from heat induced injury to the cambium during 

under future burning operations.   

 

A NEPA determination has been issued for the WNCCDP; the scope of the NEPA decision 

included several components covering 4,324 acres.  

 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=43595
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Proposals are requested to address a project that would reduce surface fuel loadings and ladder 

fuels, while also improving enhancing the health of forest ecosystems by treating units totaling 267 

acres inside the WNCCDP, of which 110 acres are slated for mastication, 118 acres hand cut 

machine pile and 7 acres to improve areas for heli-spots. Additional phases of the WNCCDP may 

be addressed with future funding. Table 1: Tahoe Units details the units included in this funding 

opportunity. These units are located on the south side of the Yuba River Ranger District near 

Nevada City. (See Tahoe Map 1 Vicinity and Tahoe Map 2 Units.) They fall within wildland-urban 

interface (WUI) defense zone. The units contain a high level of contiguous surface fuels creating 

conditions for more intense fires, including a higher incidence of crown fire, higher mortality of 

vegetation, greater impacts on soil and water resources, greater risks to firefighters, and greater risks 

to the communities within the project area.  Project specific maps, funding proposal, units and the 

signed Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).  

 

The following are highlights of the activities and conditions associated with this project: 

 

 Helispots: Construct three (3) helispots (varying in size from 2 to 5 acres maximum) within 

the project area to assist fire and rescue personnel in emergency response situations (See 

maps in Appendix A of the Environmental Assessment.) All vegetation would be removed 

and the area cleared of obstacles (large rocks) to provide safe landing areas for helicopters. 

 

 Mastication: Mechanically treat both natural stands and conifer dominated plantations by 

using a tracked machine with a boom and mulching head to masticate or chip selected trees, 

shrubs, and surface fuels. 

 

 Hand Cut and Machine Pile: Along roadways and in specified units, surface and ladder fuels 

would be reduced to less than 10 tons per acre to create opportunities for fire suppression. 

These actions would allow greater ingress and egress for local home owners and firefighting 

resources in the event of a large wildfire. Specific treatment actions include the thinning of 

trees up to 12 inches dbh by chainsaw (hand cut) followed by the piling of those and residual 

surface fuels by machine (bulldozer), or by hand piling. The piles created would be burned 

in the fall and winter months, and an underburn of the entire unit would occur in following 

years. 

 

Table 1: Tahoe Units 

Unit Treatment Acres Total Acres 

BB Mastication 27 

110 

CC Mastication 24 

DD Mastication 21 

FF Mastication 17 

GG Mastication 6 

UU Mastication 15 

EE HC+ MP 104 

124 HHH HC+ MP 14 

PPP HC+ MP 6 

208 Heli-spot  2 

7 233 Heli-spot 2 

243 Heli-spot 3 

http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Tahoe_Map_1_Vicinity.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Tahoe_Map_2_Units.pdf
http://a123.g.akamai.net/7/123/11558/abc123/forestservic.download.akamai.com/11558/www/nepa/97915_FSPLT3_3094307.pdf
http://a123.g.akamai.net/7/123/11558/abc123/forestservic.download.akamai.com/11558/www/nepa/97915_FSPLT3_3016698.pdf


  

3 
 

 

2. San Bernardino National Forest: Fuels Treatments to Restore Meadows 

 

The San Bernardino National Forest spans a highly diverse, fire adapted landscape in the mountains 

of Southern California. Much is known of the ecological impacts stemming from a lack of fire on 

our Forest; however the majority of our focus must go to reducing the threat of high severity fires to 

communities and critical watersheds as opposed to unique ecosystems such as meadows. Ongoing 

efforts on the Mountaintop Ranger District within the Baldwin Lake, Bluff Mesa, and South Big 

Bear fuels treatment projects are working towards fire resilient landscapes. Fuels treatments often 

need to steer clear of sensitive areas due to concerns for soil and resource damage from equipment.   

 

Montane meadows are widely scattered through the upper elevations of the Forest and would 

historically benefit from frequent lightning caused fires that burned at low intensities in our mixed 

conifer stands.  These fires helped limit sapling development and kept canopies open for plants that 

require available sunlight to thrive in meadows. Due to a lack of natural, low intensity fires many of 

these meadows exhibit various stages of degradation. Meadows are analyzed in environmental 

assessments for treatment but often lack attention during fuels specific projects or funding sources 

for proper restoration efforts.  Common practice during implementation of fuels treatments is to 

‘flag and avoid’ meadows to provide short term protection from impacts of heavy machinery, but 

this does little to address direct encroachment or moving these areas back to their historic 

conditions.   

 

Proposals are requested to implement low impact meadow restoration on selected meadows within 

three fuels management project areas. (See San Bernardino Meadows Map 1 Overview, San 

Bernardino Meadows Map 2 Baldwin Lake, San Bernardino Meadows Map 3 Bluff Mesa, San 

Bernardino Meadows Map 4 South Big Bear). These three projects have undergone NEPA review; 

the documents linked in the following table provide details about treatment prescriptions and 

conditions.   

 

Table 2: San Bernardino Meadow Units provides an estimate of meadow acreage to be treated 

through this funding opportunity:  

 

Table 2: San Bernardino Meadow Units 

Project Name NEPA decision date Estimated meadow acreage within project area 

Baldwin Lake  2013 87 

Bluff Mesa  2011 37 

South Big Bear  2012 93 

 

The following are highlights of the activities and conditions associated with this project: 

 

 Hand crews would be utilized to lop and scatter cut back encroaching woody material 

including small diameter conifer (DBH specified in NEPA decision documents) to connect 

with existing units where heavy equipment operates. 

 Hand cut work will prepare meadows for accepting low intensity prescribed fire to further 

knock back woody advances and remain in a maintenance stage with long term broadcast 

burn efforts.   

 

http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/San_Bernardino_Meadows_Map_1_Overview.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/San_Bernardino_Meadows_Map_2_Baldwin_Lake.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/San_Bernardino_Meadows_Map_2_Baldwin_Lake.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/San_Bernardino_Meadows_Map_3_Bluff_Mesa.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/San_Bernardino_Meadows_Map_4_South_Big_Bear.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/San_Bernardino_Meadows_Map_4_South_Big_Bear.pdf
http://a123.g.akamai.net/7/123/11558/abc123/forestservic.download.akamai.com/11558/www/nepa/55363_FSPLT2_287011.pdfhttps:/www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=27521
http://a123.g.akamai.net/7/123/11558/abc123/forestservic.download.akamai.com/11558/www/nepa/55366_FSPLT2_051351.pdf
http://a123.g.akamai.net/7/123/11558/abc123/forestservic.download.akamai.com/11558/www/nepa/3887_FSPLT2_021412.pdfhttps:/www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=3859
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The San Bernardino National Forest uses a standard set of treatment levels in all hazardous fuels 

reduction projects with established desired outcomes for decreasing wildfire impacts.  Individual 

meadows for this proposal are located within all treatment levels and prescription will need to stay 

within these established parameters as described in NEPA documents for each of the three fuels 

projects.  Mitigation measures and design criteria are also described in the referenced NEPA 

documents, and must be followed in order to protect resources. 

 

Forest personnel will work with the selected grantee to ensure that the work plan complies with all 

applicable Forest Plan strategies and standards, using the program emphasis objectives and national 

and regional direction, and project specific design criteria that are identified in the specialist reports.   

 

3. San Bernardino National Forest: Santa Ana Fuelbreak Hazardous Fuels Reduction 

 

San Bernardino National Forest is home to the largest number of threatened, endangered and rare 

plant and animal species of any National Forest in California, in an area at significant risk from 

invasive species encroachment. Supporting a natural fire regime in this important ecosystem is a 

prime goal of fuels management actions and is important for species sustainability. The Santa Ana 

Fuelbreak Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project (Santa Ana Fuelbreak HFR), located in the San 

Bernardino National Forest along Forest System Road 1N09 in the Front Country Ranger District, 

aims to support this goal. The project is in an area classified as Wildland-Urban-Interface (WUI) for 

the surrounding communities of Skyforest, Running Springs, Arrowbear, Angelus Oaks, Highland 

and Mentone. The project aims to reestablish the structural integrity of the Santa Ana Fuelbreak to 

reduce the threat to adjacent communities from wildfire and resultant landslides and flooding.   

 

The San Bernardino National Forest plans to reestablish, expand and maintain the Santa Ana 

Fuelbreak in order to: decrease the risk of wildfire to the surrounding communities by lowering fire 

intensity within the fuelbreak; slow or reduce the size of the fire as it interacts with the fuelbreak 

and lower the frequency of fire in areas with historically higher than normal fire occurrence; and 

increase firefighter safety and facilitate deployment of resources during fire suppression activities. 

The project supports specific goals articulated in the San Bernardino National Forest Land 

Management Plan (LMP), including:  

 

 Goal 1.1 - Community Protection: Improve the ability of southern California communities to 

limit loss of life and property and recover from the high intensity wildland fires that are a 

natural part of this state’s ecosystem.  

 Goal 1.2 - Restore Forest Health: Restore forest health where alteration of natural fire 

regimes has put human and natural resource values at risk.    

 Goal 1.2.2 - Fire Regime IV: 35-100+ years – stand replacement: Reduce the number of 

acres at risk from excessively frequent fires while improving defensible space around 

communities.  

  

The project has undergone NEPA review; the posted NEPA Project Documents detail the precise 

location, techniques and conditions under which work must take place.  

 

Proposals are requested to restore forest health and community protection by implementing fuels 

treatments on Unit 1 East (approximately 400 acres) and Unit 2 Middle (approximately 785 acres). 

(See San Bernardino Santa Ana Map 1 Vicinity and San Bernardino Santa Ana Map 2 Detail). 

Additional portions of this project as scoped for NEPA will be completed with other funding.   

http://a123.g.akamai.net/7/123/11558/abc123/forestservic.download.akamai.com/11558/www/nepa/48963_FSPLT2_293274.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/San_Bernardino_Santa_Ana_Map_1_Vicinity.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/San_Bernardino_Santa_Ana_Map_2_Detail.pdf
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Key details and conditions of the fuels management prescription are described in Table 3: San 

Bernardino Fuelbreak Units: 

 

Table 3: San Bernardino Santa Ana Units 

UNIT 1: East approximately 419 treatable acres 

Current condition type: chaparral and shrub 

A combination of mechanical, hand, and prescribed fire treatment methods will be utilized to 

accomplish fuel modification and redevelopment of a 300-foot fuelbreak (see Unit 1 treatment 

map).  

Segment 1: 

Fuelbreak segment 

from Deer Creek 

(east end of unit) 

to west end of unit 

boundary above 

Bear Creek 

Reestablished fuelbreak alignment will be treated by hand cutting and 

piling fuels, creating islands and clumps of shrubs with a minimum 20-

foot separation between individual shrubs or shrub groups. Shrub groups 

will not be larger than 20 feet in diameter and will be at least 20 feet 

from the fuelbreak’s edge, creating a mosaic of shrubs within the 

fuelbreak. Additional fuelbreak will not be reestablished in steep terrain 

adjacent to the Bear Creek drainage. 

Segment 2: 

Fuelbreak segment 

along Forest Road 

1N64 from 

intersection of 

Forest Roads 1N09 

and 1N64 to 

northeast edge of 

project  

Reestablish fuelbreak segment along Forest Road 1N64 to tie into 

Clark’s Ridge fuelbreak planned by the Mountaintop Ranger District. 

 

Dead fuels will be removed and live fuels will be thinned to 20 to 40 

percent cover, for 150 feet on either side of Forest Road 1N64. A 

combination of mechanical and hand treatment will be utilized to 

develop this new fuelbreak segment. 

UNIT 2: Middle approximately 785 treatable acres 

Vegetation type: chaparral and shrub 

A combination of mechanical, hand, and prescribed fire treatment methods will be utilized to 

accomplish fuel modification and redevelopment of a 300-foot fuelbreak (see Unit 2 treatment 

map) 

Segment 3: Forest 

Road 1N09 from 

the east boundary 

of the unit (above 

the Bear Creek 

drainage and the 

private land 

boundary) to 

Manzanita Flat’s 

east boundary 

Existing fuelbreak alignment will be treated by hand cutting and piling 

fuels to create islands and clumps of shrubs with a minimum 20-foot 

separation between individual shrubs or shrub groups. Shrub groups will 

not be larger than 20 feet in diameter and will be at least 20 feet from 

the fuelbreak’s edge, creating a mosaic of shrubs within the fuelbreak. 

 

For steep areas where the fuelbreak needs reestablishment for 

continuity, including riparian areas, treatment will follow Forest Road 

1N09, with preference to treat 100 feet above Forest Road 1N09 and 

200 feet below the road. 

Segment 4: Large 

grassy, relatively 

flat areas (e.g., 

Areas with grass and light shrub cover will be broadcast burned. 

Individual or groups of conifer trees will be protected during prescribed 

burns by removing shrubs and other understory fuels out to the drip line 



  

6 
 

Manzanita Flat) 

with grass and forb 

vegetation 

communities 

of the trees and pruning for lift-up to 10 feet or 50 percent stem-to-

crown ratio, whichever has less snags and woody material (LMP Part 2, 

p. 100, S4, and Part 3, p. 2, S14 and S15). 

 

Segment 5: From 

Manzanita Flats to 

riparian areas near 

Keller Cliffs 

Reestablish fuelbreak along Forest Road 1N09 in heavy dense fuels, 

generally 200 feet below Forest Road 1N09 and 100 feet above Forest 

Road 1N09. 

 

Hand treatment to remove dead fuels (LMP Part 3, S14 and S15) and 60 

percent of live fuels, and removal of piles by prescribed burning, 

chipping, or both. 

Segment 6: From 

near Keller Cliffs 

to western 

boundary of Unit 2  

 

Existing fuelbreak alignment will be treated by hand cutting and piling 

fuels, creating islands and clumps of shrubs with a minimum 20-foot 

separation between individual shrubs or shrub groups. Shrub groups will 

not be larger than 20 feet in diameter and will be at least 20 feet from 

the fuelbreak’s edge, creating a mosaic of shrubs within the fuelbreak. 

 

For steep undeveloped areas where the fuelbreak is not continuous, 

including riparian areas, treatment will follow Forest Road 1N09, with 

preference to treat 100 feet above Forest Road 1N09 and 200 feet below 

the road. 

 

4. Klamath National Forest: Strategic Ridgeline Restoration Project 

 

The Klamath and Salmon River watersheds are important for anadromous fish and a great diversity 

of threatened, endangered, sensitive, and rare animal and plant species. Frequent, mixed severity 

wildfires of historic fire regimes in the Klamath Province prevented a large buildup of fuel loadings 

throughout the forest. This was especially true on the upper third of slopes, where steeper slopes 

and the exposure to more wind and sunlight enabled the easy spread of lower severity wildfires up 

to the ridgetops. The natural condition of these ridgeline areas was that of more open stands with a 

more fire tolerant mix of tree species. Because fuel conditions were less explosive in that historic 

environment, the rapidity and severity of large wildfire spread across ridgelines was much more 

self-limiting by the natural system. In the current ecosystem condition, these ridgeline systems often 

require major fuel reductions to allow fire managers to implement direct and/or indirect strategies to 

slow or redirect fire spread for ecosystem benefit. 

 

The KNF Strategic Ridgeline Restoration Project will enable fire managers to have more flexibility 

in the management of wildfires. Improved strategic flexibility will lead to better management of 

wildfires for ecosystem benefit, a reduction of risk exposure to firefighters, and enabling partners 

and cooperators to have a stronger voice in implementing meaningful landscape treatments. Most of 

these areas were affected by recent large wildfires, especially those that occurred in 2014, and all of 

them have proven to be important strategically during the modern era of large wildfire management. 

 

This KNF project is located on portions of the Happy Camp/Oak Knoll Ranger District (Klamath 

River area units) and the Scott/Salmon River Ranger District (Salmon River area units). (See 

Klamath Map 1 Vicinity). Ridgeline fuels treatment work includes including thinning, slashing, and 

http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Klamath_Map_1_Vicinity.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Klamath_Map_1_Vicinity.pdf
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piling of live and dead fuels for disposal. Typically, this type of work will be done by hand crews, 

and the scope of the project includes 450 acres of ridgeline fuels treatments. NEPA has been 

completed for all units within the project proposal, and is outlined in two separate NEPA decisions. 

These include the Westside Fire Recovery EIS (Klamath River area units and Salmon River area 

units), and the Sawyers Bar CE (Jackass Ridge unit). General NEPA document information is 

available through the links below. More specific NEPA information is available upon request. 

 

Proposals are requested to provide ridgeline fuels treatment that would allow better management of 

wildfires and benefit ecosystems important to aquatic and terrestrial species in the Klamath 

Provinence. The following are key details and conditions of the fuels management prescription: 

 

Ridgetop Thinning: 

 All standing dead material up to 12” DBH. shall be cut within 4” of the ground. 

 Living components of brush and conifers taller than 3’ and with a DBH of 8” or less, shall 

be cut within 4” of the ground 

 Live hardwoods in brush form with DBH of 4” or less shall be cut within 4” of the ground. 

For clumps, the best 2-3 stems combine to determine the diameter of the clump as a whole. 

Live hardwoods that exhibit tree form shall not be cut. For this project, hardwoods 

exhibiting tree form must be over 4.5’ tall, have an upright posture and exhibit a distinct 

crown. 

 Leave tree spacing of 25’ for trees within the live tree cutting diameter specified above. 

Spacing is a general guide, leave trees should be left in a clumped fashion. In areas with no 

large tree overstory, sufficient trees/brush shall be left to retain shade in order to limit brush 

response and prevent the appearance of a cleared area. 

 Leave tree determination: retain the largest, healthiest, best formed trees. Characteristics 

used in the selection of leave trees include but are not limited to the following: 

o No Cutting of Dogwoods, Port Orford Cedar and Yew 

o Species: Black oak and tanoak are preferred leave trees over conifer species 

o Has no apparent damage 

o Has good color 

o Has good vigor 

 Activity slash with a diameter over 6” must be bucked no longer than 8’ and left on the 

ground (not piled). All activity slash less than 6” in diameter shall be included in hand piles. 

 No cutting/bucking of previously existing coarse woody debris over 6” diameter; existing 

materials under 6” shall be added to hand piles 

 No thinning shall take place within 15’ of wet draws or streams that exhibit a noticeable 

change to riparian vegetation or exhibit a break in slope that denotes annual scour or inner 

gorge. 

 

Hand Pile: 

 All activity-created slash 6” in diameter or less shall be hand piled after thinning operations. 

Pre-existing natural fuels with a diameter between 1” and 6” shall be bucked to 4’ or less in 

length and included in piles. Exceptions include single logs that exhibit at least 50% 

decomposition. 

 Existing downed woody debris over 6” in diameter shall not be bucked or piled. 

 Hand piles shall be symmetrical, constructed neatly and compactly. 

 Slash that causes large air spaces in piles shall be cut (diced) to eliminate air spaces. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=45579
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Sawyers_Bar_DM_FINAL.pdf
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 All branches must be cut from main stem when main stem exceeds 3” in diameter (fully 

limbed) before being piled. This limbed material shall be included in the piles. 

 Material included piles shall be cut such that the length of each piece does not exceed 4’. 

 Orient material in pile in the same direction. 

 No limbs or braches will be left sticking out beyond the main body of the pile. 

 Maximum pile size shall be 6’ in diameter by 6’ in height, and minimum pile size shall be 4’ 

in diameter by 4’ in height. 

 Piles shall be distinct and separate from one another by 5’ where spacing allows 

 Piles shall be placed to limit scorch potential to leave trees: i.e. piles not in contact with 

leave trees, piles 5’ from leave trees where spacing allows, & piles placed on the uphill side 

of leave tree where spacing allows. 

 Piles shall not be constructed in contact with or directly adjacent to stumps or coarse woody 

debris with a diameter over 6” in order to avoid igniting them during pile burning 

operations. 

 At least 50% of material in the lower third of the piles shall be composed of small diameter 

material and attached fines (needles and leaves). 

 All piles shall be covered with wax paper pile covering, 4 mil plastic sheeting or other 

covering material as approved by the COR (wax side of paper facing up on paper units). 

 Pile covering sheet will be placed to cover the bottom 2/3 of the pile and cover 80% of the 

surface area of the pile at this level. The remaining 1/3 of slash in the pile shall be placed 

over the covering sheet, anchoring all four corners and the middle of the covering sheet 

securely. 

 No piling within 30’ of intermittent or perennial streams. Downed logs or felled logs 

crossing wet draws shall not be bucked unless they pose a danger to improvements such as 

bridges and culverts. 

 No piling within 15’ of man made improvements with the unit, including but not limited to 

water tanks, water lines, irrigation ditches and water diversion structures. 

 No piles shall be built in areas flagged in white with red polka dots to avoid damage to 

wildlife habitat. In addition, no piles shall be constructed on areas of talus regardless of 

flagging. Talus is defined as unconsolidated rock containing interstitial space. 

 

5. Six Rivers National Forest: Gasquet Community Fuels Reduction Projects 

 

The Smith River watershed is important for anadromous fisheries and a great diversity of terrestrial 

and aquatic species, and unique soil and botanical ecological niches.  

 

The project is located on National Forest System lands administered by the Smith River NRA of the 

Six Rivers National Forest. The project area consists of six different fuel breaks around the 

community of Gasquet, CA, an urban wildland interface community. Fuel breaks are located around 

Pioneer Village, North Fork Loop, Wagon Wheel-(French Hill Road), Gasquet Mountain Road, along 

French Hill Trail, and Elk Camp Ridge. These fuel breaks are strategically placed to assist in control 

efforts of fires threatening the community of Gasquet. Hazardous fuel treatments reduce large 

wildfire potential, help prevent fires on private land from spreading into wildlands and vice versa.  

 

Residential homes and other improvements exist within 100 feet of Forest Service managed and 

protected lands. Hazardous fuels on Forest Service lands adjacent to private property have been 

treated in the past, but are now in need of re-treatment. Vegetation on Forest Service lands 
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adjoining the private lands is contiguous, with dense trees and brush, resulting in firefighter safety 

issues and an increased resistance to control in the event of a wildland fire.  This project is designed 

to treat fuels incrementally within 300-500 feet of private land boundaries and major trail and road 

systems adjacent to the Gasquet community. Maintaining these shaded fuelbreaks will provide 

additional defensible space and will assist with control efforts in the event of a wildland fire 

threatening private property on the outskirts of Gasquet. 

 

The six fuelbreaks included in this project have undergone NEPA review. The relevant NEPA 

documents detail the precise location, techniques and conditions under which work must be 

performed in order to meet the Categorical Exclusion intent. (See Six Rivers Gasquet CPP Decision 

Memo, Six Rivers Gasquet CPP Supplemental Information Report, Six Rivers Gasquet Elk Camp 

Decision Memo, and Six Rivers Gasquet Road Maintenance Decision Memo) .The projects as 

analyzed for NEPA included treatment on approximately 843 acres of forest lands. For the purposes 

of this funding opportunity, the Six Rivers NF, with help of the SRC, has prioritized treatment 

needs on 6 different fuelbreaks totaling 300 acres. (See Six Rivers Gasquet Map 1) Refer to the 

aforementioned NEPA documents for additional detail on the treatment prescriptions and 

limitations. 

 

Proposals are requested for a fuels management project consisting of work on six fuel breaks. 

Completing this project is a priority for the Smith River Collaborative (SRC), a joint venture 

between the Six Rivers National Forest, Elk Valley Rancheria, the Tolowa Dee-ni Nation, Del 

Norte County, Del Norte Fire Safe Council, local and regional environmental groups (Friends of 

Del Norte, Klamath Forest Alliance/EPIC, Smith River Alliance, Klamath Siskiyou Wildland 

Center), and the American Forest Resource Council. The SRC works together to advance habitat 

restoration, fuels treatment, and other projects across the NRA, including existing and new fuels 

reduction projects around communities at high risk of wildland fire. This project also supports the 

goals of the Del Norte County Fire Safe Council’s 2005 Community Wildfire Protection Plan 

(CWPP). 

 

The following are highlights of the activities and conditions associated with this project: 

 

 Mechanical treatment of 300 acres using hand-held mechanized equipment (chainsaws) to 

reduce smaller diameter fuel and vegetation densities (>6” or >8” diameter, varies by 

fuelbreak).  

 Reduce understory ladder fuel vegetation while protecting the residual stand: Removal of 

ladder fuels such as dead woody material, brush, pruning lower limbs of overstory trees, 

while maintaining an overstory of greater than 60% in preparation of a shaded fuelbreak.  

 Hand piling of all cut material and dead and down woody debris. Piles are to be manageable, 

compact, and free of soil for burning and generally not greater than 4 ft high x 4 ft wide x 6 

ft long. Piles are not to be placed next to or on top of residual green trees, standing dead tree, 

near down logs greater than 10 inch diameter, or in creeks, roadways or ditches. All piles are 

to be placed perpendicular to the slope to prevent rollout and have a good base to prevent the 

pile from toppling and hand piles must be covered with approved plastic. 

 Roadside mastication within the road prism is an option on two fuelbreaks.  

 Specific treatments by fuelbreak described in Table 4:Six Rivers Gasquet Units. 

 

 

 

http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/GCPP%20DM_050503.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/GCPP%20DM_050503.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/2009_Gasquet_CPP_SIR.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Elk_Camp_Fuel_Break_final_ce_%204%2013_09.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Elk_Camp_Fuel_Break_final_ce_%204%2013_09.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/2016-2022%20Forest-wide%20Roads%20Mtce%20DM.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Six_Rivers_Gasquet_Map_1.pdf
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Table 4: Six Rivers Gasquet Units 

Fuelbreak Name: Acres Treatment Type 

French Hill Trail 59 acres Hand cutting/piling/and covering 

Wagon Wheel 

(Up French Hill Road) 

53 acres Hand cutting/piling/and covering 

Roadside Mastication within the road prism 

Gasquet Mountain Road 108 acres Hand cutting/piling/and covering 

Roadside Mastication within the road prism 

North Fork Loop 14 acres Hand cutting/piling/and covering 

Pioneer Village 7 acres  Hand cutting/piling/and covering 

Elk Camp Ridge 59 acres Hand cutting/piling/and covering 

 300 Total   

 

6. Six Rivers National Forest: Somes Bar Integrated Fire Management Project 

 

The Somes Bar Integrated Fire Management Project (Somes Bar project) is the outcome of a 

community developed approach to restore the process and function of fire in the wildland urban 

interface near the communities of Orleans and Somes Bar in Northern California.  Through the 

Western Klamath Resource Partnership (WKRP), a collaborative process recognizing shared goals 

and objectives, a diverse group of stakeholders identified project “focal areas” vulnerable to large-

scale disturbances such as fire, insects or disease.  By adopting a risk-based process first applied to 

the development of the Orleans/Somes Bar Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP), the 

collaborative group prioritized four distinct focal areas for project development and identified 

priority thinning actions in order to successfully reduce stand densities, decrease fuel loading and 

increase heterogeneity to build resiliency on the landscape.  

 

The four focal areas of the Somes Bar project (Donahue, Patterson, Roger’s Creek and Ti Bar) 

surround roughly 1,000 acres of private property. Individual units are designated to undergo 

strategic thinning and/or prescribed burning treatments with a goal of reintroducing fire at a 

landscape scale.  The Somes Bar project compliments a 2016 private property analysis and will tie 

together treatments on private and federal lands, including potentially performing work across 

boundaries. NEPA scoping for the Somes Bar project was completed in March of 2017 and an 

Environmental Assessment is anticipated in September 2017.  

 

The Six Rivers National Forest (SRNF) supports local capacity and skill building through 

agreements with partners such as the Mid-Klamath Watershed Center (MKWC), the Karuk Tribe 

and the BIA. Partners help implement projects utilizing tribal resources to conduct burning 

operations on their ancestral lands now administered by the USFS. In working with tribal partners, 

four culturally important species and their associated habitat elements have been identified for 

improvement and enhancement through project proposed actions.  The four species identified are 

the Northern Spotted Owl (Stirx occidentalis), Pacific Fisher (Pekania pennanti), Pacific Giant 

Salamander (Dicamptodon tenbrosus) and Roosevelt elk (Cervus canadensis roosevelti).  Impacts 

on these species, risk to local communities and ecosystem restoration goals will inform the timing 

and frequency of prescribed burn schedules.    

 

Somes Bar project units within the focal areas have been absent of fire as a process for over 100 

years, and the SRNF aims to reintroduce fire on the landscapes following thinning actions geared 

toward building resiliency. Prescribed burn units have been designated according to topography and 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd533295.pdf
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nearby strategic fire control features, and handline designations were defined on previously 

disturbed ground as well as areas of favorable slope and access in order to segment large areas into 

manageable ones. Approximately 36 miles of “primary” and “secondary” handline construction 

were designated in total across all focal areas; of this, 18 miles compliment areas defined to receive 

a shaded fuel break treatment which will aid in the suppression of future wildfires, and an additional 

7 miles were defined on previously disturbed areas. 

 

Proposals are requested to create handline within the four focal areas. (See Six Rivers Somes Bar 

Map 1 Donahue, Six Rivers Somes Bar Map 2 Patterson, Six Rivers Somes Bar Map 3 Rogers, Six 

Rivers Somes Bar Map 4 TiBar). The amount of handline associated with each focal area varies and 

the selected grantee will work with SRNF to determine which areas would be prioritized for 

handline installation.  Any quantity of work to reach the total of 36 miles would be valuable, but an 

easy scalable range could be 10, 20 or 30 miles of handline.   

 

The following are highlights of the activities and conditions associated with this project: 

 In general, only small diameter trees (under 6 inches diameter) would be cut during handline 

installation.  Larger trees would only be felled if they pose a safety risk. 

 A “brushing cut” would be defined as a 6 to 8 foot removal of material which should be 

piled for burning or lopped and scattered depending on fuel loading present (site specific).  

In some cases a wider brushing cut may be needed to address a heavy fuel loading. 

 The brushing cut would be followed by a 24” wide average scrape down to bare mineral soil 

where all flammable materials have been removed. 

 Handlines on slopes greater than 40% would be constructed with waterbars (oriented to 

funnel material into burn unit) in order to prevent erosion as well as flammable rollout. 

 

7. Shasta-Trinity National Forest: Westside Plantation Fuels Reduction and Resilience 

 

This project is located within plantations on the South Fork and Trinity River management units of 

the Shasta-Trinity National Forest, in Trinity County. The South Fork watershed is an Aquatic 

Conservation Area in the Northwest Forest Plan. During the 2015 fire season, nearly 1,000 separate 

plantations were affected by fire, and roughly 4,000 plantation acres burned at moderate to high 

severity. The overall purpose of this project is to enhance the resilience of plantations through 

thinning and fuel reduction. Portions of the project are within the wildland-urban interface defense 

and/or threat zones.  

 

NEPA review of this project is covered under the Westside Plantation Project Environmental 

Assessment and the 2015 Fire Reforestation Project Decision Memo. Plantation thinning treatments 

will improve stand health, reduce likelihood of high severity fire, and improve wildlife habitat 

conditions. Benefits to wildlife habitat will be a result of improved stream shade, large wood 

retention and recruitment, retention of snags, and the development of late-successional and/or 

riparian forest characteristics. A component of the project includes site preparation associated with 

the reforestation of plantations that burned at moderate and high severity in 2015. Site preparation 

activities, such as mastication or hand piling and burning, can promote the resilience of the re-

established stands by rearranging or reducing live and dead fuels. The NEPA documents identify 

the following needs for fuel management within the project area: 

 

 Approximately 5,533 acres of plantation thinning  

http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Six_Rivers_Somes_Bar_Map_1_Donahue.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Six_Rivers_Somes_Bar_Map_1_Donahue.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Six_Rivers_Somes_Bar_Map_2_Patterson.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Six_Rivers_Somes_Bar_Map_3_Rogers.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Six_Rivers_Somes_Bar_Map_4_TiBar.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Six_Rivers_Somes_Bar_Map_4_TiBar.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=25380
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=25380
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=50013
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 Approximately 14,469 acres of site preparation by hand piling, mastication, and lop and 

scatter in previously burned plantations 

 

Proposals are requested to detail how they would meet the fuel management needs for the project by 

completing some combination of the identified treatment activities on up to 1250 acres within the 

project area. (See Shasta Trinity Westside Project Map 1).  

 

The following are highlights of the activities and conditions associated with this project: 

 Plantation Thinning: 

o Legacy trees will not be removed unless they pose a threat to safety or are diseased. 

If cut, they would be left on site as large woody debris. 

o All healthy dominant and co-dominant hardwood species will be retained and would 

count in spacing criteria. When hardwoods have multiple stems, the dominant two or 

three stems will be retained. 

o Retain the tallest trees and those trees with the largest crowns and straightest boles 

that are free of insect, disease, and physical or mechanical damage. 

o Pine-dominated stands would be thinned to an average density of 80 to 100 trees per 

acre, depending on the size of the leave trees. 

o Mixed-conifer stands would be thinned to an average density of 100 to 135 trees per 

acre, depending on the size of the leave trees. 

o Average spacing would be used as a guideline with no minimum distance between 

trees. This will allow some denser pockets of trees and some small openings to 

mimic more natural conditions. 

o Variable spacing will be used for the development of historic vegetative conditions 

and quality wildlife habitat in all plantations. 

o A combination of the following treatments may be used: whole-tree tractor yarding, 

mastication, hand felling, hand piling, machine piling, pile burning, jackpot burning, 

pruning, and utilization. 

 Reforestation Site Preparation 

o Dead material will be hand cut or masticated. 

o Most material will be hand piled and burned. 

o All surviving and healthy conifer from the previous plantation and legacy trees from 

previous harvest will be retained. 

o Re-sprouted hardwoods will be retained and will count in spacing criteria for tree 

planting. The re-sprouted hardwoods will be cultured during the site preparation 

stage to 2-3 stemmed hardwoods, rather than shrub-like clusters or hardwood. 

o Site preparation treatments will occur within Riparian Reserves to protect and 

enhance their function and resilience. 

o Brush will be cut to reduce competition to surviving conifers and planted seedlings. 

 

8. Plumas National Forest: Butterfly Twain Fuels Reduction and Landscape Restoration 

Project 

 

The Plumas National Forest has experienced a dramatic increase in high severity wildfire over the 

past two decades. More than one third of the Mt Hough Ranger District, where this project is 

located, has burned in the past 16 years with over 75,000 acres burned at uncharacteristically high 

severity. This has had a major impact on wildlife habitat, water quality, and timber resources and 

has resulted in major safety concerns for local communities. Numerous forest stand replacing fires 

http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Shasta_Trinity_Westside_Project_Map_1.pdf
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have occurred significantly affecting spotted owl habitat in the vicinity of the Plumas National 

Forest. Reducing potential for uncharacteristically severe wildfire in the remaining forest owl 

habitat in this area is important to protect the species. 

 

 

Proposals are requested to detail how they would implement treatments that meet the objectives of 

habitat and WUI protection as described in the project NEPA documents. The following are 

highlights of the activities and conditions associated with this project: 

 

 Hand thin conifers less than 10 inches diameter at breast height (DBH) 

 No standing dead trees greater than 12 inches DBH will be cut during operations. 

 Pile all cut material and all dead down material smaller than 12 inches diameter but 

greater than 1 inch diameter for future burning. Cover piles with black plastic sheeting or 

paper. 

 Conduct operations so as to avoid disruption to nesting California spotted owl and 

northern goshawk populations, observing limited operating periods when they are in 

effect for the project area. 

 Avoid damaging permanent fuels monitoring plots within the project area during 

operations. A map showing the location of rebar plot markers will be provided. 

 

Table 5: Plumas Units 

Unit Prescription Acres 

114 Hand thin and hand pile < 10” DBH 108.6 

31 Hand thin and hand pile < 10” DBH 196.6 

27 Hand thin and grapple pile < 14” DBH 31.2 

22D Hand thin and grapple pile < 14” DBH 32.8 

117 Hand thin and hand pile < 14” DBH 53.4 

 

Within the Butterfly Twain Project area, past timber management practices and aggressive fire 

suppression have led to seriously overstocked stands, poor forest and watershed health, and high 

risk from wildfire to the communities of Twain and Butterfly Valley. The project was designed to 

mitigate these threats in a portion of our landscape that contains some of our greatest values at risk. 

 

The Butterfly Twain Project is in the final stages of NEPA review with a final decision anticipated 

in May 2017. The project NEPA documents contain specific information about the activities, 

restrictions, and requirements for all proposed work. There are several components within the 

project that address a broad range of restoration needs. However, the initial priority of the Forest 

Service is implementation of fuels reduction in the Butterfly Valley wildland urban interface 

(WUI). Within this WUI protected California spotted owl and northern goshawk habitat lies 

immediately adjacent to private residences, and project activities are aimed at striking a balance 

between wildlife habitat protection and community wildfire defense. 

 

California spotted owl and northern goshawk treatment units within the WUI comprise 423 acres 

and encompass the community of Butterfly Valley on its north, west and south sides. (See Plumas 

Buttterfly Twain Map 1 Vicinity and Plumas Butterfly Twain Map 2 Units, and Table 5: Plumas 

Units). Treatments focus on removing surface and ladder fuels in overly dense mixed conifer stands 

while maintaining important habitat components and structure such as large snags and a complex, 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=47559
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Plumas_Butterfly_Twain_Map_1_Vicinity.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Plumas_Butterfly_Twain_Map_1_Vicinity.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Plumas_Butterfly_Twain_Map_2_Units.pdf
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multi-tiered canopy. Refer to the aforementioned NEPA documents for details on proposed 

treatments and Forest Service requirements.  

 

9. Modoc National Forest: Clear Lake Sage-Grouse Habitat Improvement Project 

 

Documented declines in the extent and diversity of sagebrush habitat and in populations of greater 

sage-grouse across the western U.S. demonstrate the need to maintain and re-establish sagebrush 

habitat suitable for greater sage-grouse in California.  

 

Greater sage-grouse are negatively impacted by the expansion of pinyon and/or juniper in their 

habitats, even if the underlying sagebrush habitats remain. Sage-grouse avoid these areas of 

expansion, and as the pinyon and/or juniper increases in abundance and size, the underlying habitat 

quality for sage-grouse diminishes. Within the project area, young western juniper trees (Juniperus 

occidentalis) are becoming established and the increased tree density has degraded sagebrush 

habitat, rendering these areas less suitable for sage grouse.  

 

This project is located within the Doublehead Ranger District of the Modoc National Forest, to the 

south, southeast and southwest of Clear Lake. The purpose of the project is to maintain and/or 

restore suitable habitat for the greater sage-grouse.   

 

Early intervention is the key to effective sagebrush restoration. Sagebrush communities in the early 

phases of juniper expansion are fairly resilient and generally still support a healthy component of 

shrubs, forbs, and grasses. Treatment at this stage will reverse resource degradation and improve 

sage-grouse habitat relatively quickly and inexpensively. 

 

The project has undergone NEPA review; the NEPA Project Documents detail the precise location, 

techniques and conditions under which work must take place. The Clear Lake Sage-Grouse Habitat 

Improvement Project (SGHIP) Phase IV and Phase IVB detail the precise location, techniques and 

conditions under which work must take place. The SGHIP as scoped for NEPA included work on 

three units (Phase IV) and one additional unit (Phase IVB). The Modoc National Forest has 

prioritized restoration on the Chandler and Mammoth Units of Phase IV, and the Doublehead Unit 

of Phase IVB as the priority for near-term project implementation. (See Modoc Map 1 Phase IV and 

IVB). Additional phases of the SGHIP may be addressed with future funding.  

 

Proposals are requested to detail how they would meet the need for restoration on 900 acres of 

Phase IV in the identified unit(s) and up to 1000 acres of Phase IVB unit. The desired treatment 

includes cutting encroaching non-old growth western juniper, and subsequently treating the slash 

(cut limbs) generated by the tree cutting work. Refer to the aforementioned NEPA documents for 

details on proposed treatments and Forest Service requirements.  

 

The proposed action would incorporate management recommendations identified in the 2010 

Conservation and Recovery Strategy for Sage-grouse and Sagebrush Ecosystems within the Devil’s 

Garden/Clear Lake Population Management Unit. 

 

The following are highlights of the activities and conditions associated with this project:  

 

 Hand fell all juniper trees that do not exhibit old growth characteristics. 

 Burn slash across roughly 30% of the total treatment area. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=47396
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/CLPIV_IVB_combomap.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/CLPIV_IVB_combomap.pdf
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 Lop slash throughout the project area to a height of 30 inches or less. 

 Observe Limited Operating Periods (LOP) within ¼ mile of sage-grouse moderate brood use 

in Chandler unit from April 1 – July 15, and within ½ mile of bald eagle nest trees from 

February 1 – August 15. 

 Retain native vegetation and minimize soil disturbance to the maximum extent possible, 

consistent with project objectives. 

 Adhere to stated protocols for the protection of heritage resources in treatment areas with 

known historic properties or upon discovery of previously unknown heritage resources. 

 

10. Stanislaus National Forest: Rim Fire Plantation Thinning Project 

 

The Rim Fire of 2013 burned over 254,000 acres on the Groveland and Mi-Wok Ranger Districts of 

the Stanislaus National Forest. Almost 13,000 acres of plantations planted during the 1970s through 

the 1990s survived the fire with limited mortality. These plantations with their well-established 

trees offer an excellent opportunity to create the desired ICO (Individuals, Clumps and Openings) 

structure. These stands are currently over stocked and at risk of stand-replacing, catastrophic fire or 

trees succumbing to competition or subsequent insect or disease infestation which is a significant 

problem throughout the southern Sierra and on the Groveland Ranger District. Ecological 

restoration on the western slope of the Sierra Nevada mountains in watersheds which have had 

severe fire effects from uncharacteristically severe wildfires is key to game, threatened, endangered, 

sensitive, and rare species sustainability. This grant offers two opportunities to work within this 

landscape: 

 

The Buck Meadows project (71 acres) is located within two plantations adjacent to Highway 120 on 

the Groveland Ranger District. (See Stanislaus Map 1 Vicinity and Stanislaus Map 2 Buck 

Meadows). The project area is within the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) defense zone and a fuel 

treatment would reduce the risk of wildfire impacts to commercial facilities and individuals that are 

within a half mile of these stands. In addition, the area is adjacent to the Lost Claim Campground 

(operated by the Forest Service), the Community of Buck Meadows and Highway 120, and the main 

route into Yosemite National Park from the north. The vegetation in the project area is conifer 

plantations established after the 1987 Complex Fire with some residual overstory and oak 

component. 

 

The Ackerson Meadow project (191 acres) is located within a plantation established adjacent to 

Evergreen Road which provides access to Hetch-Hetchy Dam, Camp Mather (a summer camp 

owned by the City of San Francisco) and the Peach Growers Recreation Residence community on 

the Groveland Ranger District. (See Stanislaus Map 3 Ackerson Meadow). The plantation is also 

adjacent to a newly acquired parcel within Yosemite National Park and Ackerson Meadow which is 

critical habitat for Great grey owls and supports one of the largest populations of these owls in 

California. The vegetation in the project area is conifer plantations established after the 1996 

Ackerson Fire.  

 

The purpose of these projects is to reduce fuels and continue reintroducing fire into the landscape to 

improve forest health and resilience. The long-term goal is to create a fire resilient mixed conifer 

forest that contributes to an ecologically healthy and resilient landscape rich in biodiversity 

providing old forest habitat, where applicable, recreation opportunities and the natural fire cycle. 

The creation of a more diverse, multi-storied habitat with larger trees, more old oaks and a greater 

resilience to stand replacing fires is anticipated to ensure the creation of denning and nesting habitat 

http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/vicinity_plantation_thinning.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/buck_meadows.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/buck_meadows.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Ackerson.pdf
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for Pacific fishers, Great grey owls, Northern goshawks and California spotted owls , to name just a 

couple species. This project has undergone NEPA review: The Rim Fire Reforestation Final 

Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision detail the precise location, techniques and 

conditions under which work must take place. 

 

The Rim Fire Reforestation Project as scoped for NEPA included 12,756 acres of thinning along 

with almost 25,000 acres of reforestation work. These two areas (Buck Meadows and Ackerson 

Meadow) have been chosen as a top priority for implementation through this funding opportunity. 

Areas burned in the fire and adjacent to these plantations have already been planted by Volunteers 

post-fire. Additional phases of the Rim Fire Reforestation Project will be addressed with future 

funding; subsequent activity under future funding in these general areas would include additional 

thinning, fuels reduction and release of newly planted seedlings.  

 

Proposals are requested to detail how they would meet the need for thinning and fuel management 

in the Buck Meadows and Ackerson Meadow areas as described in the referenced NEPA 

documents. Although the documents specifically discuss the use of feller bunchers to cut and 

remove trees, other low impact equipment or hand work could be used to meet the objectives in the 

Buck Meadows location. 

 

The projects will involve mechanical or hand treatment for cutting/piling/burning or removing, or 

masticating to reduce fuel and vegetation densities. Treatments should be designed to reduce the 

understory ladder and the overstocked conifers while protecting the larger trees and creating a more 

diverse stand structure with single trees, clumps of trees and openings. The Buck Meadows project 

should retain all trees greater than 8 inches DBH except where they overlap with meadow or 

riparian prescriptions. The Ackerson Meadow project should cut the dead tree pockets (fire and bug 

mortality) and remove trees immediately adjacent to riparian areas to create the openings, leaving 

all live conifers over 12 inches DBH outside these areas and thinning individual smaller conifers to 

attain the individual and clumpy structure. In addition, larger dead trees adjacent to roads also need 

to be felled and removed from the site or piled for burning. Refer to the aforementioned NEPA 

documents for additional detail on the treatment limitations. 

 

The following are highlights of the activities and conditions associated with this project: 

 Thinning for ICO structure within existing plantations will involve treatment either by feller 

buncher, masticator or hand cutting. Specific project parameters are found in Chapter 2 of 

the EIS. 

 Mechanical treatments using an excavator with a masticating attachment shall grind up 

standing brush, small trees and dead trees while leaving the healthiest conifers in an ICO 

structure and all oaks and other hardwoods. 

 Or, a feller buncher shall cut and remove the small standing green and dead trees to a 

landing where the material is piled and burned at a later date or chipped and removed to a 

local cogeneration facility. Again leaving the healthiest conifers in an ICO structure and all 

oaks and hardwoods. 

 Thinning treatments will create openings around oaks and other hardwoods to allow these 

species to flourish and to create open areas within the ICO structure. 

 Conifers within 20 feet of riparian obligate vegetation along perennial and intermittent 

streams will be removed, with the exception of sugar pine without evident blister rust. 

http://a123.g.akamai.net/7/123/11558/abc123/forestservic.download.akamai.com/11558/www/nepa/100111_FSPLT3_3034971.pdf
http://a123.g.akamai.net/7/123/11558/abc123/forestservic.download.akamai.com/11558/www/nepa/100111_FSPLT3_3034971.pdf
http://a123.g.akamai.net/7/123/11558/abc123/forestservic.download.akamai.com/11558/www/nepa/100111_FSPLT3_3864993.pdf
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 All healthy sugar pine would be retained because of the prevalence of White Pine Blister 

Rust within this area, making these surviving trees a critical link to future old growth sugar 

pine within these landscapes. 

 

11. Eldorado National Forest: Trestle Project 

 

The project area is situated west of Lake Tahoe in the Sierra Nevada Mountains, south and east of 

the community of Grizzly Flats, California and fully contains the Leoni Meadow Property, a private 

camp. (See Eldorado Map 1 Trestle Project Area). Historic logging practices and fire suppression 

have changed the vegetation and fuels structure in this landscape there is a high risk of losing 

valuable forest, watershed, wildlife, recreation and community resources in the event of a wildfire 

and to increasing density related mortality. In the absence of frequent, low severity fire, which was 

historically prevalent in this landscape, more shade tolerant Douglas-fir, incense cedar, and white fir 

have increased in both proportion and density throughout the landscape resulting in increased 

surface and ladder fuels and increased stand densities throughout the area. Over-dense stands 

experience high levels of inter-tree competition for limited resources such as water and nutrients, 

resulting in declined health and abundance of desired species, and increased risk for high levels of 

insect and drought related mortality.  

 

The project is currently in NEPA review with an anticipated completion of documentation in June 

2017; the NEPA Project Documents detail the precise location, techniques and conditions under 

which work must take place. All relevant consultation has been completed on the project. A request 

for waiver for non-point source pollution will be filed with the Central Valley Regional Water 

Quality Control Board for mechanical thinning activities following a NEPA decision. The Trestle 

project was developed with input from local community groups, environmental organizations, and 

industry groups. The Forest met with local fire safe council representatives, local home owners, and 

members of industry and environmental groups to develop the project collaboratively both on the 

ground and in an office setting.  

 

The Trestle Project as scoped for NEPA included several components.. The selection of treatment 

areas is a reflection of the effort to balance the desirability of fire behavior modification through 

fuels reduction, providing for wildlife habitat through improvement and through maintenance of 

current conditions, improvement of stand vigor, and improvement of stand resilience. Treatment 

areas have been prioritized and selected based on wildlife, fuels, and forest health objectives, and 

stand conditions and locations. The Trestle area is a key are for late seral wildlife species such as 

California spotted owl, northern goshawk, great grey owl, and northern flying squirrel, and also 

provides important habitat for deer, turkey, and other wildlife species.  

 

Proposals are requested to, in accordance to the NEPA documents, outline a project that would 

maintain or set stands within this landscape to achieve the desired vegetation conditions while also 

better protecting and providing more resilience to the community and important habitat for wildlife. 

The following are highlights of the activities and conditions associated with this project: 

 

First Priority 

 Conduct non-commercial mechanical thinning (trees less than 12 inches DBH) within 100 

feet on one or both sides of Capps Crossing Road (9N30) and Grizzly-Caldor Road / Leoni 

Road (09N73) on 5 segments of the road that are outside of mechanical thin units 

(approximately 59 acres);  

http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Eldorado%20Trestle%20Map%201%20Project%20Area.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=28654
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 Conduct mechanical brush cutting within 100 feet of one or both sides of Capps Crossing 

Road (9N30) and Grizzly-Caldor Road / Leoni Road (09N73) on 4 segments of the road that 

are outside of mechanical thin units (approximately 167 acres); 

 Hand thin and pile on up to 1,112 acres, including 470 acres located within 500 feet of 

private property boundaries where mechanical treatments are not occurring. 

 

Second Priority 

 Conduct approximately 6 acres of hand thinning within conifer plantations.  

 

Additional maps of the project area are posted in the EA at 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=28654 

 

12. Lassen National Forest: Big Lake Restoration & Enhancement Project 

 

Forest health is compromised at the project location from a variety of factors including fire 

suppression, drought, and past management activities. Fuels management is needed to restore the 

site to a desired condition, which will reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire, increase biodiversity 

and forest health, and reduce susceptibility to disease and infestation of bark beetle. Big Lake’s 

wetland and aquatic habitats are degraded by the presence of a stock pond and an associated access 

road that is disrupting the hydrology of the system. The pond generates hydraulic tension; thereby 

pulling water from the wetland to replace loses due to evaporation.  In addition to disturbed 

hydrology, Big Lake also suffers from a lack of woody material, which provides habitats for 

sensitive amphibian and avian wildlife. The Lassen National Forest has a history of successful 

outcomes from meadow and riparian habitat restoration and improvement projects 

 

The proposed Big Lake Restoration and Enhancement Project is located within the Red 

Management Area, in Shasta County just east of North Battle Creek Reservoir, and north of State 

Highways 44 and 89 (T32N, R3E, Section 10, 14, 15, 22, 23, 25, and 26 of the Mount Diablo 

Meridian). (See Lassen Map 1 Detail). Big Lake is located roughly 11 miles south of Burney, a 

town of 3,500. The purpose of the Big Lake Project is to move the landscape towards its desired 

condition by restoring and enhancing the physical, chemical, and biological integrity of water-

related habitat and treating unhealthy timber stands in the area.  

 

This project has undergone NEPA review with participation from the public, stakeholders, and the 

Pit River Tribe. The Hat Creek District Ranger signed a decision memo in November of 2016. The 

project has completed multiple resource assessments by relevant specialists, and is compliant with 

environmental law.  

 

Big Lake and the surrounding forested landscape provide important habitat for many aquatic and 

terrestrial wildlife and plant species. This habitat diversity is of particular importance in a landscape 

dominated by dense coniferous forests. The surrounding area is home to many important forest 

species, including: northern goshawk, California spotted owl, American marten, black bear, wild 

turkey and mule deer, which use these riparian areas for foraging. Also present are many amphibian 

species, including: western toad, southern long-toed salamander and pacific chorus frog. 

 

Proposals are requested to implement the entire Big Lake project as described in the aforementioned 

NEPA planning documents (147 acres total). The following are highlights of the activities and 

conditions associated with this project: 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=28654
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Lassen_Map_1_Detail.pdf
http://a123.g.akamai.net/7/123/11558/abc123/forestservic.download.akamai.com/11558/www/nepa/103288_FSPLT3_3910581.pdf
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 Whole tree yarding would be utilized in harvest units where necessary to minimize 

additional dead fuel accumulation in the stands not dominated by lodgepole pine.  

 In stands that are dominated by lodgepole pine, trees would be limbed and bucked in place. 

 Small woody fuels (less than 3” diameter), would not exceed 3-5 tons/acre to protect against 

potential future fire behavior, as these are the fuels that critically affect fire rates of spread, 

flame length, fire line intensity, and the ability of suppression forces to safely attack and 

suppress any ignitions.  

 Logging debris in excess of 3-5 ton/acre (larger than 3” diameter) created by yarding would 

be piled in the treatment area or yarded to landings.  

 Within lop and scatter units, all material would be felled and limbed. All limbs would be 

scattered and remaining bole wood would be bucked into lengths no greater than 4 (four) 

feet. No remaining pieces would be elevated above the ground. 

 Hand, mechanical, and chemical treatments involve thinning, cutting, or removing trees and 

understory in strategic locations using best practices to benefit habitat development, forest 

health and appearance, and wildfire resilience.  

 

13. Angeles National Forest: Sawmill Liebre Integrated Fuels Project 

 

Stands of California black oak (Quercus kelloggi), mixed conifer, and the unique big cone Douglas 

fir (Pseudotsuga macrocarpa) are currently being impacted by drought, bark beetles and mistletoe 

in the Sawmill Liebre area of the Sierra Pelona Mountains in northwest corner of the County of Los 

Angeles near the communities of Lake Hughes and Lake Elizabeth.  The mortality and 

accompanying fuels conditions threaten the survival of magnificent old growth black oak, mixed 

conifer and big cone Douglas fir, and pose a risk to local communities. The purpose of this project 

is to reduce hazardous fuels, maintain and restore existing fuelbreaks above these communities, and 

reduce tree mortality caused by fire, insects and disease.  The project will also protect the watershed 

with its unique plant and animal communities, including the several California spotted owl PACs 

located within and in close proximity of the project area. 

 

This project supports several specific goals of the Angeles National Forest Land and Resource 

Management Plan, including: 

 

 Reduce the potential for widespread losses of montane conifer forests caused by severe, 

extensive, stand replacing fires. 

 Retain existing oak woodlands and savannas. 

 Reduce the number of acres at risk from extensively frequent fires while improving 

defensible space around communities. 

 Maintain long fire-free intervals in habitats which are slow to recover (bigcone Douglas fir 

forests). 

 

The project has been through the NEPA planning process with a Decision Memo signed on 6/4/14.  

The total assessment area for NEPA was 955 acres. 

 

Proposals are requested for the treatment of approximately 150 acres within the Sawmill Liebre 

Area. (See Angeles Sawmill Liebre Map 1 Vicinity and Angeles Sawmill Liebre Map 2 Project 

Area) Treatments include thinning to reduce tree density, pruning to increase crown height, 

mistletoe pruning to restore health and vigor to native oak stands, restoring critical firebreaks, and 

http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/SignedDMSawmillLiebreForestHealth.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/SawmillLiebre_FuelsManagement_RFP_VicinityMap.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/SawmillLiebre_ManagementREP_Project.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/SawmillLiebre_ManagementREP_Project.pdf


  

20 
 

reducing hazardous fuels around adjacent communities and important plant communities (oak 

woodlands, mixed conifer, and big cone Douglas fir). 

 

The following are highlights of the activities and conditions associated with this project: 

 

 Thin from below to reduce tree density and reduce tree mortality from insect and disease.  

Thin to 20 x 20 foot spacing in plantations, native mixed conifer, and big cone stands.  No 

trees large than 20 inches in DBH will be cut.   

 Prune to an average of 10 feet from the ground to reduce crown height. 

 In black oak woodlands true mistletoe removal, tree mortality removal, tree pruning, 

removal of infected limbs and crown density reduction. 

 Restore and maintain existing fuelbreaks, reduce brush density to 25% to 45% through hand 

cutting and mastication, treat activity fuels through chipping or mastication.  Chipped 

material will be spread out within the project area and shall not exceed a height of 2 inches 

in depth.  Install and maintain a 30 foot firebreak around treated plantations. 

 All cultural sites and sensitive plant sites will be flagged and avoided.  Local Native 

American tribes will be contacted to participate in oak tree protection through mistletoe 

pruning and planting native oaks.  The area has a rich history of Native American use, 

especially the use of the oaks present at this site. 

 

14. Angeles National Forest: Crystal Lake Fuels Reduction and Forest Health Project 

 

The 2002 Curve Fire burned much of the Crystal Lake project area, leaving high degrees of 

mortality in the existing pine plantation, natural oak stand and natural conifer stand. The purpose of 

this project is to increase the resistance of the stands to the effects of fire, improve wildlife habitat, 

improve health and vigor of the natural stands and assure the long term retention of these features 

on the landscape of the forest. Management activity in this area since the 2002 curve fire have 

mostly focused on the removal of mistletoe in oak stands, and removal of dead falls along 

designated hiking trails.   

 

This project is located in the Newly Designated San Gabriel Mountains National Monument near 

highway 39 within the Cedar Creek watershed, between the San Gabriel and Sheep Mountain 

Wilderness areas. (See Angeles Crystal Lake Map 1 Vicinity). At least two Forest Service sensitive 

species, the San Diego Coast Horned Lizard (Phrynosoma coronatum blanvillii) and San 

Bernardino Mt. Kingsnake (Lampropeltis zonata parviruba), are known to occur in and around the 

project area. The area is also home to California mule deer, gray tree squirrel, acorn woodpecker, 

Steller’s jay, sharp-shinned hawk, turkey vulture, scrub jay, and Monterey ensatina salamander. The 

San Gabriel Mt. Slender Salamander (Batrachoseps gabrieli) has also been found in the upper 

portion of Soldier Creek and Pine Flats.     

 

The project has undergone NEPA review; the Crystal Lake Fuels Reduction and Forest Health 

Project NEPA Decision Memo details the precise location, techniques and conditions under which 

work must take place. The project, approved Sept 22, 2009, included several activities that consist 

of mortality removal, thinning, pruning, hand clearing, prescribed fire burning, planting and 

chipping on a total assessment area of 954 acres.  

 

Proposals are requested for the treatment of 203 acres in the Golden Cup plantation area to promote 

forest health. (See and Angeles Crystal Lake Map 2 Golden Cup Project Area). Treatments are 

http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Crystal%20Lake%20Map%201%20Overview.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Crystal_Lake_DM_2010.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Crystal%20Lake%20Map%202%20GoldenCup.pdf
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designed to remove vegetation from under tree stands and remove ladder fuels to promote the 

health, diversity and resilience of mixed conifer stands which include bigcone Douglas-fir 

(Pseudostuga macrocarpa),sugar pine (Pinus lambertiana), Jeffery pine (Pinus jeffreyi) and incense 

cedar (Calocedrus decurrens). 

 

The following are highlights of the activities and conditions associated with this project: 

 Removal of suppressed (shaded showing signs of stress) trees under 12” in diameter.  

 Removal of tree mortality while retaining 3 snags per acre while favoring those of larger 

diameter.  

 Removal of understory growth to promote stand growth.  

 Retaining cut material larger than 3” in diameter for course woody material, and fuel wood 

sale. 

 Materials less than 3” in diameter, and within 150’ from roads will be chipped and or piled.  

 

NEPA Assistance Projects 

 

NFWF seeks a qualified third party who can provide the requisite survey and analysis, 

project management and documentation for the following project. Applicants should have 

experience in providing analysis services in support of the NEPA and/or CEQA process, the 

formulation of resource reports, and completing legally compliant supporting documents.  

 

The selected grantee will provide data analysis services to support the completion of 

NEPA/CEQA (as noted) for the project, including performing required document 

preparation, document distribution, and agency meeting coordination. The selected grantee 

will also provide documentation preparation and assistance with the administrative review 

process in accordance with 36 CFR 218 for projects documented in an Environmental 

Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement. 

 

The selected grantee will be required to develop schedules of work with timelines, 

milestones, and dependencies for the project.  The selected contractor will track progress on 

meeting requirements and provide the USFS and NFWF staff with progress updates.  The 

selected contractor will submit all documents to the USFS for review and approval at 

established points throughout the process. 

 

15. Sierra National Forest: Huntington Basin Planning Project 

 

Huntington Basin is the most widely used area for recreation in the High Sierra Ranger 

District of the Sierra National Forest, welcoming over 200,000 visitors each year. It includes 

boat launches, seven campgrounds, three picnic areas, five resorts, seven organized camps, 

private residences, a public ski resort, a pack station base area, and two visitor stations. 

Huntington Lake is a part of the Southern California Edison’s Big Creek Hydroelectric 

Project, which contains some of the largest hydroelectric facilities and critical utility 

infrastructure of California. This is a key watershed that supports water storage and 

agricultural capacity of San Joaquin Valley communities. More than ninety eight percent of 

the Huntington Basin landscape is considered to be part of the wildland urban interface.   

 
A number of species of concern have habitat or potential habitat in the Basin. The California spotted 

owl (Strix occidentalis), goshawk (Accipter gentalis), and great grey owl (Strix nebulosi) have 
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Protected Activity Center (PAC), home range core areas (HRCA) and habitat within the Basin. The 

area also contains willow flycatchers, bald eagles, pine martens, fisher and mule deer. The Basin 

includes critical habitat for the Yosemite toad and was historically occupied by the Sierra Nevada 

yellow legged frog.  

 

Years of increasing stand density and fuel loading in the Huntington Basin make fire 

suppression difficult and puts the area at high risk for a catastrophic fire. Even a fire of 

moderate intensity could destroy improvements, damage natural resources and negatively 

impact recreation. Many tracts have been impacted by mortality and contain standing dead 

or large downed logs. If conditions continue to deteriorate, additional hazard trees may limit 

access to cabins and key roads. 

 

In addition to the risk of fire, other threats have compromised forest resilience in the Basin. 

Fir engraver beetle (Scolytus ventralis) and mountain pine beetle (Dendroctnus ponderosae) 

attacks are happening at a higher than historical rate, largely due to increased tree densities. 

Numerous pockets of annosum root disease (Heterobasidon annosum), Indian paint fungus 

(Echinodontium tinctorium), white pine blister rust (Cronartium Ribicola) and Dwarf 

mistletoe (Arceuthobium spp.) have threatened healthy ecosystem function because of 

extensive tree mortality. 

 

Proposals are requested to detail how their project would provide additional protection of 

fish, wildlife and residents by reducing risk of uncharacteristic wildfires and impacts of 

large scale mortality. (See Sierra Huntington Map 1). Proposed treatments include 

commercial thinning to promote tree vigor; pre-commercial thinning to promote forest 

sapling vigor; Sporax treatment to prevent H. annosum spread; revegetation to accomplish 

certain forest health objective; campground maintenance to better promote recreation and 

forest health; and mechanical fuels treatment, pile burning and underburning to alter fuels 

structure. The completed project will restore and maintain the watershed and provide for 

stability of this key hydrological area, increase forest resilience and health, protect the areas 

that contain critical species, and maintain the aesthetics and recreational value of the basin 

area. 

 

The Huntington Basin Project requires analysis to support development of a final NEPA 

document.  The specific requirements of the grantee are:  

 

 Analysis/Reports:  Aquatics, Wildlife, Hydrology 

 Items associated with the analysis and reports (ie. BA/BE, input, survey summaries) 

 

NEPA has been completed for a portion of the Huntington Basin outside the project area.  These 

NEPA documents may be used to assist with the NEPA analysis for the Huntington Basin Project. 

 

See Huntington Basin Planning Project Additional Information document for details about existing 

NEPA resources and the specific activities and related deliverables associated with this project.  

 

16. Sierra National Forest: Jerseydale, Chepo, and Lion’s Point Project 

 

http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Fuels%20RFP%20NFWF%20Huntington_Basin_HSRD_Maps_Final.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Sierra_Huntington_Basin_Additional_Information_Document.pdf
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Insects, disease and drought have resulted in significant tree mortality in three project areas on the 

Bass Lake Ranger District of the Sierra National Forest, threatening important western Sierra 

Nevada mountain habitats for game and other species.  

 

Proposals are requested to assist with NEPA analysis examining previously thinned areas in all 

three project areas for felling, treatment of slash and revegetation with desired tree species in order 

to improve forest conditions and reduce the risk of uncharacteristic fire. In green overstocked areas, 

precommercial thinning could be undertaken.  Dead trees would be felled by hand, a feller/buncher 

type of machine or mastication. LRMP standards and guides for snag and down log retention would 

be followed.  Slash cleanup could consist of a combination of treatments: 

 

 Bucking then skidding of logs to landings for removal to biomass or other log treatment 

facilities 

 Bucking and piling of slash and brush by tractor or excavator followed by burning of piles 

 Broadcast burning of slash and brush 

 Mastication of slash and brush 

 Lop and scatter 

 

Openings would be planted with a combination of ponderosa pine, rust resistant sugar pine and 

possibly incense cedar.  Hand release of seedlings from brush and grass competition would be 

accomplished as needed. 
 

Jerseydale , Chepo and Lion’s Point Projects are the three areas which require analysis to 

support development of a NEPA document. (See Sierra Jerseydale Map 1 Area and Detail). 

The specific requirements of the grantee are noted below:  

 

Jerseydale, Chepo, and Lion’s Point Projects (approximately 3,650 acres total):  

 Analysis: Aquatics, Heritage, Wildlife  

 Reports (all three areas can be in included in the same resource specialist reports): Aquatics, 

Heritage, Wildlife 

 Various items that may be associated with the analysis and reports (ie. BA/BE, input, survey 

summaries) 

 

Five NEPA documents have been completed in the past for the Jerseydale, Chepo and Lion’s Point 

project areas. Relevant decision documents are linked here for reference: 

 

 Buckingham DFPZ Fuelbreak Maintenance project decision memo, Sweetwater Ferguson 

Ridge Plantation Thinning project decision memo, and Feliciana project decision memo are 

three NEPA documents that can be used to assist with the analysis for the Jerseydale area.   

 Lion’s Point decision memo can be used to assist in the analysis for the Lion’s Point area. 

 Sivils Proposed Plantation Thin Release Fuels Reduction project NEPA document can be 

used to assist with the analysis for the Chepo area. 

 

The five previous NEPA documents were prepared to accomplish thinning and reduction in 

competition from brush by mastication within approximately 15 to 35 year old pine plantations.  

However, these areas were not analyzed for felling numerous dead trees and treating the resulting 

slash.  Since the original NEPA did not cover felling of numerous dead trees or treating slash and, 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=36313
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/NFWF_Proposed_Project_Jerseydale_Chepo_Lions_Point_Project_Map_BLRD.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Buckingham_DFPZ_Fuelbreak_Maintenance_DM_100109_.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Sweetwater_Ferguson_Ridge_Plantation_Thinning_DM_061402.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Sweetwater_Ferguson_Ridge_Plantation_Thinning_DM_061402.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Feliciana_Project_DM_012804.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Lion's_Point_Plantation_Release_Fuel_Break_Maintenance_Mastication_DM_060706.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Sivils_Proposed_Plantation_Thin_Release_Fuels_Reduction_DM_062607.pdf
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because conditions on the Forest have changed because of increased tree mortality from insect, 

disease and drought, updated specialist reports for a new NEPA document is needed.   

 

See Sierra Jerseydale Planning Project Additional Information document for details about the 

specific activities and related deliverables associated with this project.  

 

17. Eldorado National Forest: Georgetown Divide Shaded Fuel Break Planning Project 

 

The Georgetown Divide Fuel Break is a 30 mile shaded fuel break that begins at the South Fork 

American River near the town of Mosquito and heads north, primarily along Darling Ridge to the 

Middle Fork American River, connecting existing and planned fuel treatments with an all-lands 

approach. (See Eldorado Georgetown Map 1 Project Area). A large proportion of the project area is 

identified as critical winter range for the Pacific mule deer herd. Additionally, stands within the 

project area currently support old forest ecosystem associated wildlife species, including northern 

goshawk and California spotted owl, and are at risk of loss to wildfire, which would result in further 

fragmenting old forest ecosystem habitat. The project area is within the South Fork American River 

Cohesive Strategy.  The all-lands approach is consistent with Collaborative input and the National 

Cohesive Strategy.  Land ownership consists of US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management 

and private property. Of the 30 miles of the shaded fuel break, about 15 miles requires treatment. 

 

Cooperators and partners include CalFire, BLM, SPI, Georgetown PUD, PG&E, SMUD, PCWA, 

FSC (El Dorado Co, Mosquito, Georgetown, Volcanoville), Mosquito Fire District, Georgetown 

Fire District, SOFAR Cohesive Strategy. 

 

The entire project area is within the Wildland Urban Interface, primarily Defense Zone. 

Communities at Risk for which the project would provide a safe egress would be Georgetown, 

Mosquito, Swansboro, Volcanoville, Quintette. Communities with extended benefits: Placerville, 

Foresthill, Coloma, Lotus, Garden Valley, Greenwood. Approximately 10,000 people would 

directly benefit from the fuel break treatments with more than 500,000 people with secondary 

benefits. 

 

Infrastructure inside the project area includes two airports, SMUD transmission lines, 

communication towers, three elementary schools, and Bald Mountain Lookout and weather station.  

Nearly all of the fuel break is located along major roads and would primarily consist of mechanical 

treatments such as pre-commercial thinning, machine piling, mastication, maintenance prescribed 

burning and hand release. Due to inaccessibility by road and slope steepness, about ¾ of a mile 

would be hand cut and piled. Ease of year-round access would allow implementation and 

maintenance of the fuel break. The fuel break is estimated to be about 600 feet wide for a total 

project area of 2,075 acres; this RFP requests proposals to treat approximately 1,366 of this total. 

(See Table 6: Eldorado Fuel Break Units). The project area could be divided into smaller sections 

based on land ownership or site specific treatments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 6: Eldorado Fuel Break Units 

Landowner Approx. Area to be Treated by Ownership (acres) 

FS 569 

Private 747 

BLM 50 

http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Sierra_Jerseydale_Additional_Information_Document.pdf
http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Eldorado%20Georgetown%20Map%201%20Project%20Area.pdf
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Proposals are requested for surveys and analysis to support development of a NEPA/CEQA 

package. The specific requirements of the grantee are: 

 

 Surveys: Hydrology, archaeology, botany, wildlife (terrestrial and aquatics), stand exams, 

and fuel loads. 

 Draft public scoping document. 

 Analysis/Reports: Hydrology, archaeology, botany, wildlife, aquatics, fire/fuels and 

silviculture. 

 Unit layout, tree marking as applicable, sale package preparation as applicable. 

 

See Eldorado Georgetown Divide Planning Project Additional Information document for details 

about the specific activities and related deliverables associated with this project.  

 

 
 

http://www.nfwf.org/pswfuels/Documents/Eldorado_Georgetown_Divide_Additional_Information_Document.pdf

