
USFS/NFWF WILDFIRE RESTORATION GRANT PROGRAM 
St Francis Dam Overlook/Interpretive Trail 

                                            
I. Project Description 

a. Background:  The historic property (Hazel Del Mining Camp) destroyed by the Copper Fire, is no longer 

extant, and not feasible for restoration. An alternative restoration, rehabilitation or improvement 

opportunity is the historic Saint Francis Dam Disaster Site. The Copper Fire denuded the vegetation on the 

hillsides surrounding the dam site. Subsequent winter storms in 2005 produced an increase in the 

magnitude of runoff, erosion, and debris flows that damaged an approximate mile long section of San 

Francisquito Canyon road that ran through the middle of the dam site, requiring the emergency construction 

of a road reroute. The original road alignment provided the public’s access to the site. The St. Francis Dam 

Disaster site is located within the Copper Fire perimeter, on lands administered by the ANF. The site was 

designated a California Landmark in 1978 and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The site is 

being considered as a potential Traditional Cultural Property (TCP), and has just recently (2019) been 

designated a National Monument and Memorial “H.R.2156 - Saint Francis Dam Disaster National Memorial 

Act”. The public has shown interest and support in improving interpretive opportunities at the site.  

b. Objective: ANF seeks to develop an interpretive trail leading to the St. Francis Dam Disaster Site, and 

installation of interpretive signs along the trail route. ANF anticipates approximately 0.25 miles (1200ft.) of 

trail leading to a monument overlook. Interpretive trail would aid the ANF in maintaining the goals of the 

Forest’s Land Management Plan, which are to retain public access to the historic property. Additionally, this 

activity will support the Forest’s Section 110 goals including enhancing interpretive opportunities. Project 

would need to integrate a deliverable from an earlier funded grant project that funded the construction of 

an interpretative kiosk to be installed at the location of the proposed start of the interpretative trail. That 

project has produced a sign panel ready for installation that provides information on the St. Francis Dam 

disaster, its new historical status as a National Memorial and Monument, in addition to its information on 

significant individuals and its National historical significance. (See below). As an added benefit, construction 

of the trail will direct visitor traffic away from the stream and riparian area, and help protect critical habitat 

for two threatened and endangered biological species. 

c. Project Type: Planning/Design and Implementation 

d. Location: The geographic extent is the area surrounding the Saint Francis Dam Site, specifically USGS 7.5' 

Quad for Warm Springs, T 5 N, R 16 W: SW ¼ of Sec. 1. 

 

II. Technical Details 

a. NEPA: NEPA has not been completed and is required. Activity would likely be eligible under a NEPA level of 

Categorical Exclusion (CE): 36 CFR 220.6(e)(i) Construction or reconstruction a trail to a scenic overlook. 

b. Permits: Project team will need to communicate with ANF to identify any relevant permits that may be 

required. Particularly due to the designation of the site as a National Memorial and Monument, project 

activities will require planning and coordination with ANF and local stakeholder groups for review and 

approval throughout the project. Cultural and natural resource surveys may also be required to ensure 

protection of critical resources within the project area. 

c. Skills: Project team will need expertise and familiarity with trail construction and development of 

interpretative products. ANF has internal staff and local contacts available to consult or participate. 

d. Monitoring: Project Team will need to develop monitoring and evaluation criteria to monitor existing 

conditions, activity and outcomes, in coordination and approval with ANF. 

e. Data: ANF can supply relevant GIS data as needed. In addition, ANF has preliminary engineering designs 

developed by LA County (see attached). 

f. Additional Details: Additional information, including spatial data and project planning coordination, can be 

requested from: Dave Peebles, ANF Heritage and Tribal Relations Manager, 626-574-5273, 

dpeebles@usda.gov  
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