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Eastern bumblebee

• All participants muted

• Type questions into the ‘Questions’ box on control panel

• Webinar recording will be available at: www.nfwf.org/midwest-cover-crop-initiative

http://www.nfwf.org/midwest-cover-crop-initiative


• Initiative Overview

• 2022 Funding Opportunity Details

• Application Resources

• Questions

Webinar recording will be available at: www.nfwf.org/midwest-cover-crop-initiative

http://www.nfwf.org/midwest-cover-crop-initiative


Eastern bumblebee

• Partnership among NFWF, ADM, NRCS

• Accelerate adoption of cover crops in the Midwest (Goal of 500K acres in 2022) 

• Provide technical and financial assistance to farmers

• Farmer benefits
– Improve productivity
– Improve profitability

• Environmental benefits
– Improve soil health
– Enhance wildlife value
– Improve water resources
– Sequester and store carbon



Eastern bumblebee

• $2.5 M in grant funding available

• Proposals due March 28, 2022

• Eligible applicants:

– Non-profit 501(c) organizations
– State, tribal and local agencies
– Educational institutions

• Projects will deliver large acreages 
on cost-competitive basis

• Limited to corn, soybean and wheat 
systems



• Illinois

• Indiana

• Iowa

• Kansas

• Michigan

• Minnesota

• Missouri

• Nebraska

• North Dakota

• Ohio



• Outreach and Technical Assistance

• Contract Development

• Payment Coordination

• Outcomes Monitoring and Reporting



• Facilitate voluntary participation in 
private payment opportunity 
through ADM

• Facilitate enrollment in Farm Bill and 
other public programs

• Help farmers navigate barriers to 
adoption

• Help build and expand peer-to-peer 
learning networks



• Phone and in-person consultations

• Minimum of one field day per year

• Produce and distribute materials

• Maximize benefits to wildlife
– Wildlife-friendly seed mixes
– Timing
– Planting and termination methods

• Ensure compliance with NRCS 
standards and specifications 



• Develop and enter voluntary, multi-year contracts with farmers and ADM

• Contracts for cover crops planted in 2022 and continued each year

• Contract duration up to 4 planting years (e.g., 2022–2025)

• ADM to pay farmers $10/acre per year (separate from available grant $)

• $40 maximum potential per-acre payment 



• Acres previously planted in cover crops eligible for payment

• ADM payments will not preclude additional financial assistance through 
Farm Bill or other public programs

• Same acres not eligible to receive other private payments for contract term

• Farmers may not sell carbon benefits associated with those acres for 
contract term



• Provide ADM with farmer business
information required to make payments 

• Verify on-the-ground implementation -
Methods may include:
– Receipts
– Photos
– Site visits
– Other relevant approaches

• Compile and submit farmer payment 
requests to ADM



• Help participating farmers complete production survey
– Will not disclose farmer data except in aggregated form

• Analyze changes to farmer costs associated with adopting cover crops

• Promote tools for tracking carbon benefits

– COMET-Farm
– COMET-Planner

• Synthesize Fieldprint® Calculator outputs with economic analyses in an 
annual report

• First report due on January 31, 2023



• Required Metric: Acres with Cover Crops

– Refers to acres of cover crops to be planted in 2022

– Does not include additional/different acres to be 
planted in future years

• Optional Metrics

– Acres of other practices

– Lbs nutrient/sediment runoff avoided

– Plans developed, etc.

• Select only the most relevant metrics

• Set starting values to zero 



• $2.5 M in grant funding available

• Typical grant size: $200K–$600K

• Receptive to higher requests for very 
large acreages

• Encouraged to propose the maximum 
acres you can deliver in 2022

• Budget should reflect funding for 
cost-effective delivery of those acres



• Grant funding to support grantee project 
management

• Annual $10/acre farmer payments 
supported with separate ADM funding

• Farmer payments not to be included in 
grant requests/proposal budgets



• Match not required

• Can offer match if readily available

• Matching contributions may include:

– Cash

– In-kind contributions of staff

– Volunteer time

– Materials and services donated

– Indirect costs not paid with NFWF grant funding

– Other tangible contributions to project goals

• Match must be spent within period of performance



• Recommended start/end dates: June 1, 2022 to Mar 31, 2026

• Provides time to:

– Develop contracts in 2022

– Track planting activities potentially through 2025

– Submit farmer payment requests to ADM

– Analyze data and submit reports

• May need to rely on existing staff for delivery of project outcomes in 2022



• Full proposals due: March 28, 2022 by 11:59 PM ET

• Review period: Late March–Mid May

• Grant awards announced: Late May

• Farmer contracts developed: Summer–Fall 2022

• First performance report: January 31, 2023



Upload - Applicant Demographic Information Form 

• Information you provide will not be shared 
with proposal reviewers and will not be 
considered when making grant decisions

• NFWF will not share identifying information 
about any particular entity or project

• Although the form is a required upload, 
applicants can opt out of providing the 
information within the form itself

• Information will be kept confidential, but 
NFWF may share its anonymized aggregate 
findings as appropriate with its staff, Board of 
Directors, funding partners, and publicly on its 
website or through other media 



• Midwest Cover Crop Initiative RFP webpage

– RFP

– Tip Sheet 

– Easygrants Applicant Video Tutorial

• NFWF Application Information webpage

– Budget instructions

– Detailed Budget and Narrative Guide

– Required financial documents

– Indirect Cost Policy

https://www.nfwf.org/programs/midwest-cover-crop-initiative/midwest-cover-crop-initiative-2022-request-proposals
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2022-02/mcci-2022-rfp_0.pdf
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2022-02/mcci-2022-tip-sheet.pdf
https://nfwf.sharefile.com/share/view/sb0d1d2b2b873425fb4189984e746bf95
https://www.nfwf.org/apply-grant/application-information
https://www.nfwf.org/apply-grant/application-information/budget-instructions
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/nfwf-detailed-budget-narrative-guide.pdf
https://www.nfwf.org/apply-grant/application-information/required-financial-documents
https://www.nfwf.org/apply-grant/application-information/indirect-cost-policy


Bridget Collins
Program Director, 
Central Region Working Lands
Phone: 612-595-2695
Email: bridget.collins@nfwf.org

Minna Wong 
Coordinator, Regional Programs
Phone: 202-595-2657
Email: minna.wong@nfwf.org

Todd Hogrefe
Director, Central Region
Phone: 612-564-7286
Email: todd.hogrefe@nfwf.org

Contact Information

Program/Project Questions Easygrants/Application Questions

Technical Assistance/Easygrants Helpdesk

Email: easygrants@nfwf.org
Voicemail:  202-595-2497
Hours:  9:00 am–5:00 pm ET, Monday-Friday


