Delaware Watershed Conservation Fund
HIGH CONSERVATION CONCERN SPECIES, ESA, AND NFWF BUSINESS PLAN SPECIES

Proposals addressing species of high conservation concern, including species designated under state or federal Endangered Species Acts (ESA),
state designated Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) or Regional Species of Greatest Conservation Need (RSGCN), or NFWF business
plan priority species listed below will be considered most competitive if they incorporate the eligible high-priority actions identified in Table Al
and are consistent with conservation or recovery plans, where applicable, or with actions listed for the species within 2015 and 2025 state
wildlife action plans, and NFWF’s Delaware River Watershed Business Plan.

Applications should provide narrative, with citations, as to how the proposed activities will contribute toward the improved conservation of the
priority species, how efficacy will be measured or monitored, and how any potential adverse impacts will be addressed and mitigated. Letters of
support from state wildlife agencies are highly encouraged.

To identify the potential for rare species or ecosystems on project sites, applicants may find the following tools useful for planning purposes
(note that formal environmental review may also be required): U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC)
tool, New York State Environmental Resource Mapper, Pennsylvania Conservation Explorer, New Jersey’s Landscape Project, and information

about Environmental Review in Delaware.

Please reach out to Sandra Cross Sandra_Cross@fws.gov to be connected with FWS field office contacts or state fish and wildlife biologist.

Table Al. Conservation plans and other prioritization tools available for priority species.

Other Resources or

Species Brief Description Conservation or Recovery Plan Links o .
Prioritization Tools

SGCN & RSGCN Actions that benefit SGCN or RSGCN Delaware NEAFWA RSGCN list
that are consistent with relevant State
Wildlife Action Plans. Contact your

appropriate state fish and wildlife New York

agency for assistance in aligning )
projects with SWAP objectives. Pennsylvania

New Jersey



https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/report/species-with-recovery-plans
https://www.neafwa.org/swap-database.html
https://www.neafwa.org/swap-database.html
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/delaware-river-watershed-business-plan-20230123.pdf
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/38801.html
https://conservationexplorer.dcnr.pa.gov/
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/conservation/new-jerseys-landscape-project/
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/fish-wildlife/conservation/reviews/
https://dnrec.alpha.delaware.gov/fish-wildlife/conservation/reviews/
mailto:Sandra_Cross@fws.gov
https://dnrec.delaware.gov/dewap/
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/wildlife/new-jerseys-state-wildlife-action-plan/
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/animals-fish-plants/biodiversity-species-conservation/state-wildlife-action-plan
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/fishandboat/conservation/pennsylvania-wildlife-action-plan
https://northeastwildlifediversity.org/rsgcn

Species Brief Description Conservation or Recovery Plan Links Ot_h e!' !tes?urces or
Prioritization Tools
ESA listed species Actions consistent with ESA species Red Knot: Recovery Plan
Red Knot recovery plans or other conservation Red Knot Conservation Plan for the Western
Bog Turtle plans. Hemisphere
Black Rail
Dwarf Wedgemussel Bog Turtle: Recovery Plan
Northern Long-eared Bat Bog Turtle Conservation Plan for the Northern
Shortnose Sturgeon Population
Atlantic Sturgeon
Indiana Bat Dwarf Wedgemussel: Recovery Plan
Piping Plover
Roseate Tern Black Rail: Conservation Plan
Recovery Plan for the Eastern Black Rail
Shortnose Sturgeon: Recovery Plan
Atlantic Sturgeon: Recovery Outline
Indiana Bat: Recovery Plan
Piping Plover: Piping Plover Atlantic Coast
Population Revised Recovery Plan
Conservation Strategy
Roseate Tern: Recovery plan (Northeast US/Canada)
NFWF Business Plan: Actions consistent with NFWF TNC Delaware River Basin Restoration Roadmap Amendment 2
Alosine species business plan or other conservation .
- plans. Locations:
American Shad ) o o
. Delaware River Basin Fish Passage Prioritization Tool
Alewife



https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/20210510_draft%20red%20knot%20recovery%20plan_final%20version%20for%20FRN.pdf
https://whsrn.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/conservationplan_rekn_v1.1_2010.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/010515.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Bog_Turtle_Conservation_Plan_2019_508C_0.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/dwm%20recovery%20plan.pdf
https://www.acjv.org/documents/BLRA_Plan.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/082784_20250814_BlackRail_Draft_RecoveryPlan.pdf
https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/15971
https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/dam-migration/ats_recovery_outline.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/070416.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/960502.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/960502.pdf
https://atlanticflywayshorebirds.org/documents/CCS.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/981105.pdf
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/delaware-river-watershed-business-plan-20230123.pdf
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/delaware-river-watershed-business-plan-20230123.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nature.org%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Ftnc%2Fnature%2Fen%2Fdocuments%2FDRB-Restoration-Roadmap_Shad-River-Herring_2022.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cdenise_buckley%40fws.gov%7C19f78201440543ce11b208dadd4c217d%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638065616296858641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ILAIr3OW3r6t6jaR2YhEFKPyAiJwnTqA9ixO%2F%2FaDnEw%3D&reserved=0
https://maps.tnc.org/drbdams
http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/amendment2_RiverHerring.pdf

Species

Brief Description

Conservation or Recovery Plan Links

Other Resources or
Prioritization Tools

Blueback Herring

State-specific Stock
Assessment

NFWF Business Plan:
Forest Songbirds

Golden-winged Warbler
Cerulean Warbler
Wood Thrush

Actions consistent with NFWF

business plan and/or other
conservation plans.

Locations: Forested areas of the upper Delaware
River watershed.

Golden-winged Warbler Conservation Plan (See Ch.

3)

Cerulean Warbler Conservation Action Plan

Breeding habitat
management guidelines for
Cerulean Warblers

Breeding habitat
management guidelines for
Wood Thrush

NRCS Conservation Insight:
Golden Wing Warbler

NFWEF Business Plan:
Saltmarsh Sparrow

Actions consistent with Atlantic Coast

Restoration Priorities - Atlantic Coast Joint Venture

Joint Venture (ACJV) restoration
priorities, the NFWF business plan,
and other planning resources listed to
the right

(acjv.org)

Saltmarsh Sparrow Restoration Priority Mapper

NFWF Business Plan:
Eastern Brook Trout

Actions consistent with NFWF
business plan and other planning
resources listed to the right

2018 EBTJV Plan

Trout Unlimited Conservation
Portfolio

American Black Duck

Promote initiatives that contribute to
the expansion of breeding and feeding
habitats within the species range.

ACJV American Black Duck Conservation Plan

ACJV Black Duck Decision
Support Tool



http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/59c2ac1fRiverHerringStockAssessmentUpdateVolumeII_State-Specific_Aug2017.pdf
http://www.asmfc.org/uploads/file/59c2ac1fRiverHerringStockAssessmentUpdateVolumeII_State-Specific_Aug2017.pdf
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/delaware-river-watershed-business-plan-20230123.pdf
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/delaware-river-watershed-business-plan-20230123.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgwwa.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F06%2FGWWA_Conservation-Plan_191007_low-res.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clisabeth_willey%40fws.gov%7C442fa6243f264d14c5f608dae50e45b8%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638074147911369611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9gz1IfZki0629WJY2eS2G5EnsPHQbJ%2BJvgyNapIghDc%3D&reserved=0
https://partnersinflight.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/CeruleanWarbler-Focal-Species-Plan.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Famjv.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F06%2Fcerulean_guide_1-pg_layout.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clisabeth_willey%40fws.gov%7C442fa6243f264d14c5f608dae50e45b8%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638074147911369611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SknVI6ZIqudmy2tCPZwh2quPOBiJAnKcxp8pBrV%2F75Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Famjv.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F06%2Fcerulean_guide_1-pg_layout.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clisabeth_willey%40fws.gov%7C442fa6243f264d14c5f608dae50e45b8%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638074147911369611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SknVI6ZIqudmy2tCPZwh2quPOBiJAnKcxp8pBrV%2F75Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Famjv.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2018%2F06%2Fcerulean_guide_1-pg_layout.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clisabeth_willey%40fws.gov%7C442fa6243f264d14c5f608dae50e45b8%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638074147911369611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SknVI6ZIqudmy2tCPZwh2quPOBiJAnKcxp8pBrV%2F75Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhighbranchconservation.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F02%2FGuidelines-for-Managing-Wood-Thrush-and-Scarlet-Tanager-Habitat-in-the-Northeast-and-Mid-Atlantic-Regions-2017.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clisabeth_willey%40fws.gov%7C442fa6243f264d14c5f608dae50e45b8%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638074147911369611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7esssglqqZ3jKB%2BSswWZW3cBC3QeqX7q3dXygsLlF0w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhighbranchconservation.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F02%2FGuidelines-for-Managing-Wood-Thrush-and-Scarlet-Tanager-Habitat-in-the-Northeast-and-Mid-Atlantic-Regions-2017.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clisabeth_willey%40fws.gov%7C442fa6243f264d14c5f608dae50e45b8%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638074147911369611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7esssglqqZ3jKB%2BSswWZW3cBC3QeqX7q3dXygsLlF0w%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhighbranchconservation.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F02%2FGuidelines-for-Managing-Wood-Thrush-and-Scarlet-Tanager-Habitat-in-the-Northeast-and-Mid-Atlantic-Regions-2017.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clisabeth_willey%40fws.gov%7C442fa6243f264d14c5f608dae50e45b8%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C638074147911369611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7esssglqqZ3jKB%2BSswWZW3cBC3QeqX7q3dXygsLlF0w%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-12/CI--Warbler.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-12/CI--Warbler.pdf
https://acjv.org/saltmarsh-sparrow/restoration-priorities/
https://acjv.org/saltmarsh-sparrow/restoration-priorities/
https://acjv.org/saltmarsh-sparrow/restoration-priorities/
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/delaware-river-watershed-business-plan-20230123.pdf
https://acjv.org/saltmarsh-sparrow/restoration-priorities/
https://acjv.org/saltmarsh-sparrow/restoration-priorities/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/0a580f98787f4250bff871892d266d64
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/delaware-river-watershed-business-plan-20230123.pdf
https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/delaware-river-watershed-business-plan-20230123.pdf
https://www.fishhabitat.org/files/uploads/EBTJV_Roadmap_To_Restoration_2nd_Edition_Final_sm.pdf
https://www.tu.org/science/conservation-planning-and-assessment/conservation-portfolio/eastern-brook-trout-conservation-portfolio/
https://www.tu.org/science/conservation-planning-and-assessment/conservation-portfolio/eastern-brook-trout-conservation-portfolio/
https://www.acjv.org/documents/ACJV-American-Black-Duck-Conservation-Plan.pdf
https://acjv.org/black-duck-decision-support-tool/
https://acjv.org/black-duck-decision-support-tool/

Other Resources or

Species Brief Description Conservation or Recovery Plan Links .
Prioritization Tools
High-priority actions encompass NRCS Working Lands for Wildlife, Black Duck fact
safeguarding, maintaining, and sheet.

restoring critical habitats. This
includes reclaiming converted
wetlands in cropland and woodland,
restoring the natural flow of streams
and floodplains, and overseeing
riparian buffers. Furthermore,
emphasis should be placed on
reinstating native wetland vegetation,
managing invasive plant species, and
restoring tidal marsh hydrology. These
measures collectively enhance the
overall breeding and feeding
environment for the species.



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/American_Black_Duck_Fact_Sheet_Delaware_3.2017.pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/American_Black_Duck_Fact_Sheet_Delaware_3.2017.pdf
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