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Sustain Our Great Lakes Program Announces $8.4 Million in Grants 
for Great Lakes Restoration 

Public–private partnership funds 29 projects enabling 
$16.2 million of on-the-ground impact in U.S. and Canada 

 
JULY 29, 2013, MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin – Sen. Tammy Baldwin, Milwaukee Mayor Tom 
Barrett, and members of the Great Lakes conservation community gathered at Discovery World 
today to announce 29 ecological restoration projects selected to receive $8.4 million in grant 
funding through the Sustain Our Great Lakes program.  More than $1.1 million of the grant 
funding will be awarded for six projects in Wisconsin.  With a focus on improving the quality and 
connectivity of tributary, wetland and coastal habitats, the new projects will help protect, restore 
and enhance the ecological integrity of the Great Lakes and surrounding region.  
 
Some of the work to be supported by the new grants includes improving passage for fish and 
other aquatic organisms, controlling invasive species, restoring wetland hydrology, improving 
stream habitat, and providing technical assistance to private landowners who want to improve 
wildlife habitat on their property.  

“These investments will help protect a valuable resource for Wisconsin - our Great Lakes,” said 
Senator Baldwin. “This public–private partnership will strengthen our environment and economy. 
I’m pleased to see the Sustain Our Great Lakes program moving forward with this broad-based 
support, and I am proud to be a partner in this effort.”  

“Cities like Milwaukee have a huge stake in the Great Lakes.  They are central to our quality of 
life and economic well-being,” said Mayor Barrett.  “We are dedicated to rehabilitating 
Milwaukee’s water assets and ecological foundation and are deeply grateful to Sustain Our 
Great Lakes for its dedication to protecting the Great Lakes and for its generous support of 
ecological restoration projects in our region.”   
 
Sustain Our Great Lakes is a public–private partnership coordinated by the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) and funded by ArcelorMittal (NYSE: MT), the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  A 
significant portion of program funding is provided by the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, a 
federal program designed to protect, restore and enhance the Great Lakes ecosystem.   
 
“For the past six years, ArcelorMittal has proudly been engaged in this dynamic partnership to 
protect and restore the Great Lakes, preserving its value as a resource to our economy, health 
and enjoyment,” said Bill Steers, President, ArcelorMittal USA Foundation. “The collaboration 
and on-the-ground impact realized through this partnership continues to exemplify our belief that 



 

 

 
 

conservation of the Great Lakes watershed is critical to sustaining the strong and vibrant 
communities that embody the heart of the region.” 
 
“Supporting the health of the Great Lakes ecosystem directly benefits our wildlife, our water 
quality and our local economies,” said Jeff Trandahl, executive director and CEO of NFWF. 
“These grants will help to protect and sustain the natural areas that are so precious to our 
communities.” 
 
Collectively, the 29 new ecological restoration projects to be supported by Sustain Our Great Lakes 
will: 
 

• restore and enhance more than 7,600 acres of wetlands and associated uplands 
• restore fish passage and improve habitat along 107 stream miles 
• engage hundreds of private landowners in habitat enhancement 

 
“This is great news for our fish and wildlife resources and the people of the Great Lakes basin,” 
said Charlie Wooley, Deputy Regional Director of the Midwest Region, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  “The grants awarded this year allow for communities and partners to get involved at all 
levels.  From wild rice restoration in the St. Louis River (MN and WI) and fish passage 
restoration in the Menomonee River (WI) to riparian protection in the Genesee River (NY), the 
program brings together stakeholders from across the basin that are truly moving the 
conservation needle.” 
 
The 2013 grants include (* denotes a multi-state project):  
 
Illinois 
 

• Friends of the Forest Preserves will control invasive species, stabilize streambanks, 
and re-seed native plants on 25 wetland acres and 1,150 feet of stream bank within the 
Plum Creek Forest Preserve in the Calumet Region ($161,004) 
 

• National Audubon Society will plant shrubs and trees to improve 13.5 acres and 4,800 
feet of riparian stopover habitat for migratory birds at Ronan Park and Miami Woods, 
located in Chicago and Morton Grove, Illinois, respectively ($100,000) 
 

Indiana 
 

• Shirley Heinze Land Trust, Inc. will control invasive species, restore native riparian 
canopy cover, and re-forest surrounding uplands to restore 60 acres of habitat for 
several species of concern in northwestern Indiana ($30,000) 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Michigan 
 

• Conservation Resource Alliance will replace four road–stream crossings, stabilize 
stream channel, and place in-stream large woody debris in the Bestie and Platte River 
watersheds to restore fish access and habitat along 10 stream miles ($335,000) 
 

• Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians will work with NRCS to 
engage landowners in Farm Bill programs and provide technical assistance for habitat 
enhancement on approximately 4,000 acres ($56,913) 
 

• Huron Pines will stabilize stream banks, remove fish passage barriers, control invasive 
species, and install in-stream structures to reconnect 35 upstream miles and improve 
habitat within the Au Sable River watershed ($560,000) 
 

• Lake Superior State University and partners will conduct surveys, monitoring, nest 
protection, captive rearing and invasive species control to improve reproductive success 
and nesting habitat for the endangered Great Lakes piping plover ($150,000) 
 

• Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development will provide technical 
assistance to farmers and implement on-farm conservation practices to reduce sediment 
and phosphorous inputs to the waters of the western Lake Erie basin ($152,000) 
 

• Regents of the University of Michigan will conduct prescribed burning, invasive 
species control, and native seed planting to restore 615 acres in southeastern Michigan 
that provide habitat for many rare and imperiled species ($164,222) 
 

• St. Clair County will design and construct 2.75 acres of coastal wetlands along the St. 
Clair River in Port Huron, Michigan to provide nursery habitat for fish and critical 
stopover habitat for migratory birds ($1,039,500) 
 

• The Nature Conservancy will restore 220 wetland acres by constructing/rehabilitating 
3.6 miles of dikes and improving wetland management at Erie Marsh Preserve in 
southeastern Michigan ($957,176) 

 
• The Nature Conservancy will replace a culvert along John’s Creek in the Two-Hearted 

River watershed to restore fish passage to 2.7 miles and reduce sedimentation by 7 tons 
per year ($170,916) 
 

• The Nature Conservancy will conduct prescribed burns, control invasive species, and 
plant native vegetation to restore 240 acres of riparian habitat in the Paw Paw River 
watershed of southwestern Michigan ($158,936) 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Minnesota 
 

• Minnesota Department of Natural Resources will restore 3,700 feet of stream and 
riparian buffer to improve water quality, fish passage and habitat along Knowlton Creek, 
a tributary to the St. Louis River ($400,000) 
 

• Minnesota Land Trust will restore 150 acres of wild rice wetlands within the St. Louis 
River estuary of Minnesota and Wisconsin to improve habitat and re-establish 
opportunities for cultural harvest of wild rice ($159,504)* 
 

New York 
 

• New York State Department of Environmental Conservation will plant a minimum of 
15,000 trees and shrubs through the “Trees for Tribs” program to restore 30,000 linear 
feet of riparian buffer along high-priority stretches of the Genesee River basin ($58,805) 
 

• Seneca Nation of Indians will plant native trees and shrubs, install in-stream structures 
for native fish, and replace a culvert to improve the quality and connectivity of 2 miles of 
stream habitat in the Cattaraugus Territory in western New York ($35,113) 

 
Ohio 
 

• Cleveland Museum of Natural History will control invasive species and plant native 
vegetation to restore 160 acres of wetland habitat within the Geneva Swamp Preserve 
on the eastern Lake Erie Plain ($38,509) 
 

• IPM Institute of North America will train NRCS-qualified Technical Service Providers 
and help farmers develop nutrient management plans to reduce phosphorous inputs to 
the waters of the western Lake Erie basin in Ohio, Indiana and Michigan ($233,974)* 
 

• The Nature Conservancy will manage hydrology, improve fish access, and control 
invasive species to restore 575 acres of wetland and associated upland habitat on 
Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge and Catawba Island ($1,406,658) 
 

• The Nature Conservancy will conduct prescribed burning and invasive species control 
to restore more than 1,000 acres of wetlands and associated uplands within the 
Lakeplain Oak Openings region in Ohio and Michigan ($810,160)* 
 

Ontario 
 

• Royal Botanical Gardens will control invasive Phragmites, plant 25,000 native wetland 
plants, re-establish wild rice, and operate carp exclusion structures to restore more than 
5 acres of coastal habitat in Cootes Paradise Nature Reserve ($150,000) 
 



 

 

 
 

• Walpole Island First Nation will repair/maintain 2,300 yards of dike and control invasive 
species to improve hydrological connectivity, fish access, and habitat quality on the 171-
acre Swan Lake Marsh along the St. Clair River in Ontario ($49,300) 

 
Pennsylvania 
 

• Western Pennsylvania Conservancy will restore 2,000 feet of stream at four priority 
sites along Walnut Creek, a tributary to Lake Erie, to improve habitat and reduce 
sedimentation by an estimated 65–126 tons per year ($30,000) 

 
Wisconsin 
 

• Bad River Watershed Association will replace a perched culvert along Fred’s Creek 
within the Marengo River basin to help restore passage by trout and other native fish 
along 2 miles of the watershed ($25,171) 
 

• Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District will remove five fish passage barriers 
along the Menomonee River to improve hydrologic function, aquatic connectivity and 
habitat along more than 34 stream miles ($400,000) 
 

• Ozaukee County will re-connect 2.8 stream miles by remediating eight impediments to 
fish passage on Mee-Kwon Creek and Kaul Creek in the Milwaukee River watershed 
($180,373) 
 

• River Revitalization Foundation will stabilize streambank, remove shoreline structures, 
control invasive species, and restore native riparian habitat on a 3.3-acre site along the 
Milwaukee River to reduce pollutant loading and improve water quality ($247,489) 
 

• University of Wisconsin – Green Bay will control invasive Phragmites, remove 
accumulated sediment, and re-establish native beach vegetation to restore 91 acres of 
coastal wetlands on Pt. au Sable on the eastern shore of Green Bay ($126,150) 
 

• Minnesota Land Trust will restore 150 acres of wild rice wetlands within the St. Louis 
River estuary of Minnesota and Wisconsin to improve habitat and re-establish 
opportunities for cultural harvest of wild rice ($159,504)* [also shown under MN heading] 
 

For more information on the Sustain Our Great Lakes program including applicant eligibility, 
funding priorities, and submission requirements, visit www.sustainourgreatlakes.org and 
become a fan on Facebook or follow the program on Twitter (@SOGL). 
 
About the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) 
 
A nonprofit chartered by Congress in 1984, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation sustains, 
restores and enhances the nation's fish, wildlife, plants and habitats.  NFWF creates 

http://www.sustainourgreatlakes.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sustain-Our-Great-Lakes/101492273397


 

 

 
 

partnerships between the public and private sectors to invest in conservation and the 
sustainable use of natural resources.  To date, NFWF has awarded more than 12,000 grants to 
more than 4,000 organizations in the U.S. and abroad and leveraged - with its partners - more 
than $618 million in federal funds into over $2.1 billion for conservation.  For more information, 
visit www.nfwf.org. 
 
About ArcelorMittal 
 
ArcelorMittal is the world's leading steel and mining company, with a presence in more than 60 
countries.  
 
ArcelorMittal is the leader in all major global steel markets, including automotive, construction, 
household appliances and packaging, with leading R&D and technology, as well as sizeable 
captive supplies of raw materials and outstanding distribution networks. With an industrial 
presence in over 20 countries spanning four continents, the Company covers all of the key steel 
markets, from emerging to mature.  
 
Through its core values of sustainability, quality and leadership, ArcelorMittal commits to 
operating in a responsible way with respect to the health, safety and well-being of its 
employees, contractors and the communities in which it operates.  It is also committed to the 
sustainable management of the environment.  It takes a leading role in the industry's efforts to 
develop breakthrough steelmaking technologies and is actively researching and developing 
steel-based technologies and solutions that contribute to combat climate change.  
 
In 2012, ArcelorMittal had revenues of $84.2 billion and crude steel production of 88.2 million 
tonnes, representing approximately 6 percent of world steel output.  
 
ArcelorMittal is listed on the stock exchanges of New York (MT), Amsterdam (MT), Paris (MT), 
Luxembourg (MT) and on the Spanish stock exchanges of Barcelona, Bilbao, Madrid and 
Valencia (MTS).  
 
For more information about ArcelorMittal visit: www.arcelormittal.com. 
 
About ArcelorMittal USA Foundation 
 
The ArcelorMittal USA Foundation makes grants in three primary focus areas: education, 
environment, and health and safety.  In 2012, the Foundation provided more than $6.1 million in 
grants to nonprofit organizations focused on improving the environment, education, and health 
and safety of our communities.  The Foundation supports those communities in which its 
employees live and its business and clients operate. 
 
About the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency leads the nation's environmental science, research, 
education and assessment efforts.  The mission of the Environmental Protection Agency is to 

http://www.nfwf.org/
http://www.arcelormittal.com/


 

 

 
 

protect human health and the environment.  Since 1970, EPA has been working for a cleaner, 
healthier environment for the American people. For more information, visit www.epa.gov. 
 
About the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our 
scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and 
commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it 
happen, visit www.fws.gov.  
 
About the U.S. Forest Service 

Established in 1905, the U.S. Forest Service is an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
The mission of the U.S. Forest Service is to sustain the health, diversity and productivity of the 
nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations.  The 
agency manages 193 million acres of public land, provides assistance to state and private 
landowners, and maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world.  Public lands 
the Forest Service manages contribute more than $13 billion to the economy each year through 
visitor spending alone.  Those same lands provide 20 percent of the nation’s clean water 
supply, a value estimated at $7.2 billion per year.  The agency has either a direct or indirect role 
in stewardship of about 80 percent of the 850 million forested acres within the U.S., of which 
100 million acres are urban forests where most Americans live.  For more information, visit 
www.fs.fed.us. 

About the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
 
The mission of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is to understand and 
predict changes in the Earth's environment, from the depths of the ocean to the surface of the 
sun, and to conserve and manage our coastal and marine resources.  Join us 
on Facebook, Twitter and our other social media channels. 

About the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), is an agency of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture that works with landowners and managers through voluntary conservation planning 
and assistance to help keep private working lands productive and to ensure a healthy 
environment for generations to come.  NRCS professional conservationists consider soil, water, 
air, plants, animals, humans, and energy in planning resource management systems for 
landowners and land managers.  Those professionals also work with conservation districts, local 
communities, state and federal agencies, and other conservation organizations to identify local 
priority resource concerns and develop plans to improve and protect the natural resources, 
often for entire watersheds.  In simpler terms, NRCS’ focus is “Helping People Help the Land.”  
For more information, visit www.nrcs.usda.gov. 

http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.fws.gov/
http://www.fs.fed.us/
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/exit.html?http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fusnoaagov
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/exit.html?http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fnoaa
http://www.noaa.gov/socialmedia
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
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