


For 30 years, NFWF has pursued a single 
mission: to protect and restore our nation’s 
fish, wildlife and habitats. We are the nation’s 
largest conservation funder, supporting 
projects across the United States and 
abroad to ensure that our precious natural 
heritage thrives.

Powered by funding from federal and 
state agencies, corporations, foundations 
and individual donors, NFWF creates 
dynamic partnerships to help solve complex 
conservation challenges. From coral reefs  
to grasslands, forests and deserts, we use the 
best science to implement major programs 
with measurable impact. Here, we share  
a few examples of our work in 2013.DESIGN: Landesberg Design
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Chartered by Congress in 1984, the National  
Fish and Wildlife Foundation remains true to its  
mission: to build partnerships between the public 
and private sectors to support conservation across 
the nation. Since our founding, we’ve supported 
more than 12,600 projects to protect and restore 
America’s species and habitats. We’re proud of this 
record of achievement. But as we celebrate our  
30th anniversary in 2014, we look to a future that 
holds even more promise.

In the past year, NFWF launched the Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund, issuing  
the first awards of more than $112 million to 22 projects in Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Texas. As these actions made headlines, we continued our work in all  
50 states, supporting 537 projects from the Chesapeake Bay to the Great Lakes, the 
Northern Plains and the Southwest. With additional awards of more than $49 million 
in federal funds and $147 million in private contributions and grantee matching  
funds, NFWF leveraged a total of $197 million for conservation. And we continued to 
add to our list of partners, from corporations and foundations to local, state and  
federal governments.

The economic benefits of conservation are all too often unrecognized, but they are 
substantial. A recent report estimated that direct and indirect investments in natural 
resource conservation contribute $93 billion each year to the U.S. economy, and support 
over 660,000 jobs. NFWF’s work supports long-term and sustainable economic growth 
for local communities, which is vital as we face the challenges of the 21st century.

As our generation, our children and our grandchildren spend more time in cyber-
space, it has never been more important to nurture a love and respect of the natural 
world. Too many of our citizens have little or no connection to the outdoors. As NFWF 
continues to make a difference, one project at a time, we must also find new and 
innovative ways to share our appreciation for nature and our responsibility to preserve 
and protect our greatest inheritance.

Don J. McGrath
CHAIR M AN , BOAR D OF DIR ECTOR S , N F WF
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O C E A N S A N D COA S T S

The marine and coastal ecosystems of the 
United States encompass a remarkable 
diversity of life. Our oceans, estuaries, coastal 
wetlands, beaches and reefs provide a home 
for fish, crabs, sea turtles, coral, shorebirds, 
oysters and seabirds. Many of these species 
are threatened by poor water quality, over
harvesting, and the impact of invasive species.
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estoring the underwater health of major 
estuaries is a complex process. The pressures 
on the ecosystem, the economic needs of the 
community, and the scale of the restoration  
all factor into the equation. San Francisco  
Bay is facing such a balancing act as it begins  
the task of removing thousands of decayed 
wooden pilings, some decades old, that leach 
toxic creosote into its waters.

A single marine piling contains over 
60 gallons of creosote, a coal-based sealant. 
As it sinks into the sediment, it contaminates 
the entire food chain, including the eelgrass 
and oysters that purify the estuary. Fish that 
lay their eggs on the pilings, including Pacific 
herring, have been particularly affected. 
Studies of herring eggs poisoned by creosote 
show a mortality rate of up to 95 percent.  
And as the Bay’s herring population plum-
mets, so does the last remaining urban fishery 
in the U.S.

Although outlawed as a sealant since 
1993, creosote continues to pollute Bay waters, 
seeping from abandoned bridges, wharfs, and 
pilings. A survey of derelict pilings in 2008 
mapped not only the 33,000 exposed at low 
tide, but also an equal number submerged 
below the tide line. In 2010, the San Francisco 
Bay Subtidal Habitat Goals Report — a 
50-year conservation plan developed by state, 
regional and federal partners — recommended 

removing the pilings, but the massive cost  
of extraction was daunting. Local environ-
mental organizations sought creative funding 
to begin the task.

In 2013, NFWF responded with a 
$2 million grant from its San Francisco Bay 
Estuary Conservation Fund. The Fund, 
comprised of community service payments 
received as a result of several federal criminal 
prosecutions, is managed by NFWF’s Impact 
Directed Environmental Accounts Program 
(IDEA). It is dedicated to protecting and 
restoring the San Francisco Bay Estuary and 
adjacent coastal watersheds, and supports 
efforts to benefit fish, wildlife, and habitats,  
as well as projects to improve federal, state, 
and local enforcement of environmental  
and wildlife protection laws.

NFWF made the first award from the 
San Francisco Fund to the California Coastal 
Conservancy, a state agency, to support an 
innovative effort to remove the pilings and 
re-establish a healthy underwater habitat. 
“NFWF’s support will help us implement our 
subtidal goals: a stronger, healthier habitat,” 
explains Marilyn Latta, project manager  
for the Conservancy. “They’re taking a huge  
lead on this.” The project will remove 
approximately 1,200 toxic pilings from the 
Estuary — an ambitious goal that will involve 
site selection, project design, permitting, 
subtidal habitat restoration, pre- and post-
construction monitoring, public involvement, 
and outreach to resource agencies and 
environmental stakeholders. 

San Francisco Bay’s 
herring population, 
estimated at 80,000 tons 
last winter, supports  
the last remaining urban 
fishery in the U.S. It 
depends on a healthy 
spawning cycle, which  
is threatened by toxic 
chemicals on pilings 
where fish lay their eggs. 

s a n f r a nc isc o b ay

A Submerged Threat in  
San Francisco Bay
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Each May, southern New Jersey hosts an epic 
passage of migratory shorebirds. Among the 
visitors is the Red Knot, a robin-sized 
powerhouse that flies nearly 10,000 miles  
from southern Argentina to its Arctic 
breeding grounds. The Red Knot population 
has declined in recent years, and the species  
is listed as endangered. By the time the birds 
arrive at Delaware Bay in spring, they are 
famished, having lost as much as half their 
body weight en route.

Once they land, Red Knots feast on a 
food uniquely suited to their needs: the eggs 
of horseshoe crabs. Horseshoe crabs emerge 
from the Delaware Bay during the full moon 
in May to deposit their eggs in the sand, 
providing essential food for hundreds of 
thousands of migrating shorebirds.

But when Hurricane Sandy devastated 
the New Jersey coast in October 2012, it 
ravaged the shoreline, upsetting a delicate 
ecological balance. Severe erosion from winds 
and waves scoured the beaches, wiping out the 
sand where the horseshoe crabs traditionally 
spawned. And without the eggs they rely on 
for fuel, the Red Knots, already depleted, 
could starve before completing their taxing 
journey to the high Arctic.

To make sure horseshoe crabs could reach 
the beaches and lay their eggs in time for the 
hungry shorebirds, NFWF provided assistance 
for an emergency beach replenishment plan. 
Through its Hurricane Sandy Wildlife 
Response Fund and additional help from its 
Acres for America partnership with Walmart, 
NFWF supported an all-out effort by the 
American Littoral Society, Wetlands Institute, 
Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey, 
New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service –  
New Jersey and American Bird Conservancy 
to restore the habitat.

Working against the clock, trucks moved 
tons of sand into place in prime horseshoe 
crab spawning areas, creating gently sloping 
beaches for the incoming crabs. By May 15,  
the restored shore was covered with spawning 
crabs, and researchers counted an estimated 
26,000 Red Knots.

In October 2013, the Department of  
the Interior named NFWF to administer a 
$100 million competitive grants program for 
Sandy-affected states to support restoration 
and coastal resiliency. Funded projects  
will help restore natural systems and protect 
com munities, fish and wildlife from the 
impact of future storms.

Said Interior Secretary Sally Jewell, 
“NFWF will use its network of partners to 
promote the grant opportunity, aid potential 
grant applicants in shaping proposals that 
meet our objectives, and identify oppor tunities 
to leverage the $100 million with other 
funding sources to rebuild, restore, and research 
natural defenses that protect com munities.  
I am certain that we will see innovative ideas 
and projects that will help us be much better 
prepared the next time a super storm rolls  
up the Atlantic coast.”

de l awa r e b ay

The annual Red Knot 
migration extends more 
than 9,000 miles from  
the southern tip of  
South America to the 
Arctic. En route, the birds 
pause on New Jersey 
beaches to devour  
the eggs of horseshoe  
crabs, above left. 
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Ready for  
Red Knots
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In the Gulf of Mexico, coastal communities 
continue to cope with the effects of the  
2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill. Early in 
2013, they received crucial assistance for the 
recovery effort. U.S. District Court judges 
approved settlements with BP and Transocean 
to resolve certain criminal charges related  
to the spill, and named NFWF to manage a  
total of $2.5 billion for restoration projects.

The decisions herald a healthier future 
for the Gulf ’s waterways and habitats, which 
have suffered decades of decline. Over the 
next five years, according to the terms of the 
plea agreements, NFWF’s Gulf Environmental 
Benefit Fund will receive and distribute the 
settlement monies for barrier island and river 
diversion projects in Louisiana and projects 
that remedy harm and reduce the risk of future 
harm to natural and living resources in coastal 
Alabama, Florida, Mississippi and Texas. 

In November 2013, NFWF announced 
the first phase of the Gulf Fund awards, 
directing more than $112 million to 22 top-
priority projects in the five Gulf states. 
Developed in consultation with state and 
federal resource agencies, these efforts focus 
on long-term improvements for the waters 
and wildlife of the Gulf.

In Alabama, a project in Mobile Bay, 
Mississippi Sound and Bon Secour Bay will 
restore 600 acres of oyster reefs. The reefs, 
already degraded by sedimentation and 

predation, were directly exposed to oil from 
the Deepwater spill. Support from the Gulf 
Fund will help to create habitat for oysters, 
fish and other marine species; at the same 
time, it will enhance the important ecological 
services that reefs provide, such as cleaner 
water and shoreline stabilization. 

“The ecological benefits per dollar are 
great for this type of project,” said Chris 
Blankenship, Director of Marine Resources 
for the Alabama Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources. “Planting 600 acres 
for oyster production will yield millions of 
oysters. The reefs will be actively managed  
to sustain harvest and provide outstanding 
benefits for the environment. And they’ll 
create habitat for shrimp and crabs, too,  
so they’re valuable for the entire system.” 

In Florida and Mississippi, support from 
the Gulf Fund will help the National Audubon 
Society continue a Gulf-wide stewardship 
program for bird species affected by the spill. 

“Audubon Florida has led the way in the 
Gulf connecting local community volunteers 
with professional biologists to protect some of 
the most important breeding sites for beach 
birds,” explained Audubon’s Chris Canfield, 
Vice President for the Gulf Coast / Mississippi 
Flyway. “NFWF is funding the expansion of 
this model to another key part of the coast,  
so Mississippi citizens can help to ensure there 
are terns and pelicans and plovers for genera-
tions to come.”

With new resources at hand, 
communities from West Galveston Bay  
to the Florida Panhandle have begun the 
journey toward renewed health for  
the country’s richest marine ecosystem.

gu l f of m e x ic o

In addition to sheltering 
fish and marine life, 
restoration of oyster  
reefs in Alabama will  
help stabilize the 
shore line. Wave energy 
dissipates as it moves 
across mounds of shell, 
protecting the fragile 
coast — home to many 
nesting birds — during 
Gulf storms.
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Recovery for  
a Ravaged Coast
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FO R E S T S A N D G R A S S L A N D S

North America’s forests and grasslands 
provide refuge for thousands of species, 
many of which are unique to the continent. 
As our open lands become increasingly 
fragmented, lost, or degraded, highquality 
habitat is vanishing, and many populations 
of wildlife are declining.
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Lewis and Clark’s first glimpse of the  
Northern Great Plains revealed an astonish-
ing  abundance of wildlife: elk, bison and  
birds beyond number. But in the intervening 
centuries, species that once flourished here 
have suffered serious losses. 

To conserve and restore grasslands so 
that native wildlife can thrive, NFWF 
launched its Northern Great Plains Initiative 
in 2013. The 10-year plan will support 
ranchers, tribes and other public and private 
interests in protecting native prairie in 
Montana, Wyoming, the Nebraska Sandhills 
and the Prairie Potholes region of North  
and South Dakota.

Thanks to land stewardship by 
 generations of homesteaders, much of the 
Northern Great Plains remains largely native 
grassland. Little of this habitat, however, is 
under strict protection. The recent resurgence 
in energy exploration and extraction, coupled 
with the conversion of grassland to row crops, 
has put the ecosystem at a crucial crossroads.

NFWF investments through the initiative 
will support outreach and technical assistance 
for private landowners and connect them  
with existing conservation programs, such  

as those sponsored by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service’s Farm Bill programs. 
By enrolling in the programs, the owners can 
protect grasslands, potholes and wetlands 
needed by species of concern, including grass- 
nesting birds and waterfowl, swift fox and 
black-footed ferret.

“Landowners who’ve been here for 
decades know the importance of conserving 
the land,” said Jim Faulstich, a ranch owner  
in Highmore, South Dakota. “With pressures 
from development coming so rapidly, we want 
to take advantage of whatever help is available 
so we can do the right thing to preserve this 
heritage.”

Other parts of NFWF’s initiative focus on 
tribal lands, which harbor some of the best 
remaining biodiversity in the region. A project 
supported by BNSF Railway Foundation is 
helping Native Americans develop wildlife 
management plans to restore bison, swift  
fox and black-footed ferret at Montana’s  
Fort Belknap and South Dakota’s Pine Ridge 
Reservation. A grant to the Lower Brule 
Sioux tribe is increasing awareness of Farm 
Bill programs that provide incentives on 
working lands for conservation of ferrets  
and prairie dogs.

Additional NFWF partners in wildlife 
restoration in the Great Plains include the 
Margaret A. Cargill Foundation, the U.S.  
Fish and Wildlife Service, the Bureau of Land 
Management and the U.S. Forest Service.

nort h e r n gr e at pl a i ns

The iconic Northern 
Great Plains span more 
than 180 million acres of 
largely native grassland. 
With new development 
pressures competing  
with traditional land uses, 
outreach to ranchers 
and farmers will help 
to protect disappearing 
species like the black-
footed ferret. 
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Swift fox

Where the  
Buffalo Roam
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What happens when six urban teens, deprived  
of cell phones, electricity, and running water, 
tackle a prairie dog conservation project in 
southeastern Arizona? They learn about the 
natural world, fast.

During a 12-week summer project in  
Las Cienegas National Conservation Area  
in 2013, these young adults — part of the 
Department of the Interior’s 21st Century 
Conservation Service Corps program —  
joined in a census effort for the region’s 
black-tailed prairie dog population. While 
learning skills like stoking a campfire for a 
3:30 a.m. breakfast and pitching camp  
in a monsoon, the group, directed by the 
Student Conservation Corps (SCC) and the 
Arizona Antelope Foundation, got a hands-
on introduction to the hard work of conserva-
tion. NFWF provided project funding as part 
of its national youth initiative, which engaged 
more than 500 young people in conservation 
training at 20 locations in 2013. Partners 
included the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM), the Bureau of Reclamation, and 
Wells Fargo.

Las Cienegas, formerly the Empire 
Ranch, was the setting of classic John Ford 
westerns like “Red River.” Long ago, prairie 
dogs and pronghorn thrived there; now,  

both species need help. “Prairie dogs and 
pronghorns are climax grassland species —  
when they are present, the grassland is at  
its healthiest,” explains project manager  
Glen Dickens. “Neither were here 50 years 
ago. That’s a statement of what we do in 
modern wildlife management.”

As part of their workday, the SCC youth 
observed three new colonies from viewing 
blinds high above the grasslands. The prairie 
dogs they studied are re-introduced; after 
mid-twentieth-century extermination  
by ranchers, who viewed the rodents as pests,  
the colonies imported from New Mexico  
are now reaching sustainable levels of about 
100 animals each. However, even healthy 
groups will represent less than one percent  
of the former population.

Participant Raquel Irigoyen-Au, a 
University of Arizona student, explained that 
the grass-eating prairie dogs help balance  
the ecosystem. “They help water absorb into 
the ground when it rains, because they till  
the land when they dig their colonies. They 
also help create homes for burrowing owls.” 

Healthy grasslands also provide shelter 
for pronghorn fawns. The SCC youth 
modified 26 miles of fencing during their 
summer stint, allowing pronghorn to range 
over 20,000 acres. 

Reflecting on the SCC program, 
Irigoyen-Au says she enjoyed learning about 
Arizona’s diverse landscapes. “I’ve grown up 
mainly in an urban setting, so I’m used  
to the comforts of a city lifestyle. Each day  
I learned a little more about BLM and gained  
a new appreciation for the wildlife in this 
historic site.”

l a s c i e n e g a s ,  a r i z on a

Intricate tunnels  
dug by prairie dogs 
provide nesting areas 
for a number of other 
species, including 
snakes, sala manders 
and the burrowing owl. 
Conservation trainees 
in Arizona, above left, 
studied prairie dog 
colonies and assisted  
with fencing projects. 
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The Next Generation  
of Conservationists
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F R E S H WAT E R

Freshwater ecosystems are among  
the most threatened habitats on earth. 
In the United States, they include rivers, 
streams, lakes and wetlands from the 
Cascade and Rocky Mountains to the Great 
Lakes and the Chesapeake Bay. Many fish 
and aquatic species that live here face 
critical challenges to their survival.
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he Chicago River is as tough as its  
big-shoulders city, surviving the challenges  
of urbanization and pollution. “It’s been 
channelized, dredged, built on, and famously 
reversed,” said Margaret Frisbie, executive 
director of Friends of the Chicago River. 
“Along the way, it lost habitat.” With the 
support of NFWF, the 35-year-old advocacy 
group is expanding its effort to provide new 
spawning grounds for channel catfish, sunfish, 
and other freshwater species returning to  
the 156-mile system.

In coming months, a remarkably simple 
project — the installation of 400 lengths of 
PVC pipe, anchored in shallow waters with 
superior oxygenation — will encourage 
channel “cats” and sunfish to spawn in waters 
they previously rejected. The structures follow 
a successful Chicago River experiment in 
creating floating habitats with native plants, 
which “proved that you could build habitat,” 
said Frisbie. The new devices, which act like 
fish condominiums, are a simple solution to 
encourage recovery of popular recreational 
species. The chosen sites will be incorporated 
in the Chicago River Walk, an open pedes-
trian walkway on the river’s south bank.

Chicago is completing major investments 
in wastewater treatment and stormwater 

control, and a fall 2013 survey found more 
than three dozen species present in downtown 
waters. With improved conditions for fish, 
including the new habitat structures, local 
anglers should find improved catches.

Public support for river regeneration is 
growing. Local supporters are documenting 
avian and wildlife presence along the 
shore  lines. Meanwhile, the state legislature  
is considering water quality  standards  
that would boost the health of the entire 
eco system, from mink and fox to fish- 
eating birds. 

The $300,000 grant to improve river 
habitat is among the first to be awarded 
through the new Chi-Cal Rivers Fund. 
Administered by NFWF, the public-private 
partnership to revive the Chicago and 
Calumet waterways is comprised of eight 
organ izations: ArcelorMittal, The Chicago 
Community Trust, the Crown Family 
Philan thropies, the Gaylord and Dorothy 
Donnelley Foundation, the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources, the  
Joyce Foundation, the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District of Greater Chicago,  
and the Wrigley Company Foundation. 
Partners for the habitat project include  
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources,  
the Chicago Park District, the Metropolitan 
Water Reclamation District of Greater 
Chicago, and Crowley’s Yacht Yard. 

“The river has become something that 
metro Chicago cares about,” says Frisbie. 
“There’s real interest and engagement in 
getting access to the river, seeing its recovery, 
and responding to wildlife. The river is 
coming alive. There’s magic to that.”

ch ic ag o,  i l l i nois

Restoration efforts 
in the heavily urban 
Chicago River seek to   
re-create new under - 
water habitat. Installation 
of 400 lengths of PVC 
pipe anchored to the 
river bottom will provide  
new spawning grounds 
for catfish and other 
species. 

Channel catfish

Channel Cats  
in the Windy City
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hen bulldozers began to chip away at  
Maine’s Veazie Dam in July 2013, conser-
vation partners including NFWF celebrated  
a victory in river restoration. Demolition  
of the 32-foot-tall structure on the Penobscot 
River near Bangor will help re-open more 
than 1,000 miles of free-flowing water for 
Atlantic salmon, American shad, alewife and 
eight other species of native sea-run fish.

The action removed an obstacle that 
thwarted fish migration for a century. To 
reproduce, sea-run fish must swim inland 
from the ocean to reach freshwater streams, 
where they spawn. Dams blocking the river 
limit the number of fish that complete the 
journey. When Veazie, the lowest dam on the 
Penobscot, crumbled, it was a major advance 
in re-establishing fish populations including 
river herring, a focal species for NFWF 
since 2009. 

The project capped a strong collabo-
rative effort among the Penobscot River 
Restoration Trust, Maine Department of 
Marine Resources, federal and state agencies, 

local conservation groups and the Penobscot 
Indian Nation, whose ancestral fishing 
grounds are now part of the restored passage.

NFWF was a catalyst behind the effort, 
providing early funding for the creation of the 
Trust and sustained support over 14 years, up 
until the Veazie Dam demolition. In terms of 
the habitat regained, the project is the largest 
river restoration project in the country and is 
expected to have a major impact on the health 
of fish populations in Maine.

Laura Rose Day, Director of the 
Penobscot River Restoration Trust, reported 
that fish quickly took advantage of expanded 
access to spawning areas. “At the Veazie fish 
trap, we saw as many fish in a day — more 
than 2,000 — as what had been seen in a 
whole year,” she said. Scientists estimate that 
in coming years, millions more could pass 
through on their way to the lakes and streams 
of Maine’s interior.

Before the demolition, the Penobscot 
River Restoration Trust worked with a local 
energy company, Black Bear Hydro, to 
support increased generation capacity at six 
other facilities in the river basin. Investments 
in equipment will make sure energy  
generation stays at the same level as when  
the project began — a win for the ecosystem 
and local residents alike.

“The word Penobscot means rocky  
river, or place of ledges,” said Day. “After  
the dam came down, our view of the river 
really did change. Now, we can see that 
cobbled shoreline and the ledges.” And below 
the river’s surface, deep currents hold the 
promise of revival.

pe nobsc o t r i v e r ,  m a i n e

As the removal of  
Veazie Dam began, the 
Penobscot Indian Nation 
celebrated the return 
of its ancestral fishing 
grounds. The demolition 
will open up over 1,000 
miles of passage for 
anadromous fish, which 
swim from the Atlantic 
Ocean upriver to spawn. 

A River RebornFRESHWATE R
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Through their philanthropic support  
of NFWF, these corporations increase  
the resources available for vital  
conservation projects across the United 
States. We salute our partners for  
their generosity and commitment.

Through its partnership with NFWF, ALTRIA  
is helping to protect and restore some of the 
most important ecosystems in the nation, 
including the Chesapeake Bay, Cumberland 
Plateau and Columbia River. Altria supports 
improved water quality by investing in effective 
conservation and restoration practices, and by 
accelerating implementation of the most inno- 
 vative, sustainable, and cost-effective strategies.

For 20 years, ANHEUSER-BUSCH has 
partnered with NFWF to fund programs that 
restore wildlife habitat, improve public access, 
educate future leaders in conser vation, and 
conserve the nation’s outdoor heritage. Its 
Help Budweiser Help the Outdoors program has 
protected critical wildlife habitat in North and 
South Dakota, the Rocky Mountains, and the 
eastern,  southeastern and south western U.S. 

ARCELORMITTAL and NFWF’s Sustain Our 
Great Lakes program, launched in 2006, 
supports collaborative approaches for the 
restoration of streams, wetlands and shoreline  

habitats in the Great Lakes basin. This partner- 
ship has provided funding for 193 projects, 
supporting the restora tion of more than 37,000 
acres of high-priority wildlife habitat and the 
restoration of fish passage to more than 1,000 
miles of streams throughout the region.

BANK OF AMERICA joined with NFWF in  
2013 to support the Five Star and Urban Waters 
Restoration Grant Program, which focuses on 
the stewardship and restoration of coastal, 
wetland, and riparian ecosystems across the 
country. The program’s goal is to meet the 
conservation needs of important species and 
habitats, providing measurable and meaningful 
conservation and educational outcomes.

Through its partnership with NFWF, BASS  
PRO SHOPS and the Johnny Morris Foundation 
invest in conservation activities that restore, 
protect and enhance native populations of 
sensitive or endangered fish species and their 
habitats across the U.S.

At BED BATH & BEYOND stores nationwide, 
$1 from the sale of reusable shopping bags is 
donated to NFWF to support marine and 
coastal programs across the country. Proceeds 
support the restoration of water quality in  
the Chesapeake Bay and Puget Sound and the 
protection of sea turtles and seabirds from 
harmful marine debris.

In the Northern Great Plains, BNSF supports  
a project to engage tribal communities in 
conservation planning and restoration of key 
native species and their habitats. BNSF-funded 
programs on the Pine Ridge and Fort Belknap 
Indian Reservations are working to re-establish 
populations of swift fox, black-footed ferret 
and bison.

In 2010, BP joined with NFWF to establish the 
Recovered Oil Fund for Wildlife, a program to 
support species imperiled by the oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico. The fund was made possible 
with proceeds from BP’s share of net revenue 
from oil recovered from the Deepwater Horizon 
site and continues to support priority conserva- 
tion projects. In Alaska and Canada, BP Alaska 
has provided support for vital research on 
Beaufort Sea polar bears. BP has also helped to 
establish the Alaska Sea Duck Fund to monitor 
imperiled sea duck populations, with an 
emphasis on eiders. 

The CONOCOPHILLIPS SPIRIT of Conservation 
Migratory Bird Program, launched in 2005, 
conserves threatened birds and their habitats 
around the world. It has provided funding for 
55 projects in 12 states and five countries, 
protecting or enhancing more than 109,000 
acres of priority bird habitat. ConocoPhillips 
in Alaska also has partnered with NFWF since 
2003 to support polar bear research and Cook 
Inlet beluga whale conservation projects.

COVANTA ENERGY, working with NFWF, 
NOAA and Schnitzer Steel Industries, Inc., 
provides a no-cost way for fishermen to 
dispose of old, derelict or unusable fishing 
gear through the Fishing for Energy program. 
The program works with state and local 
agencies, community and industry groups 
and local ports to collect and recycle gear. 
The remaining waste is converted into clean, 
renewable electricity for local communities. 
Since 2008, more than 1,200 tons of marine 
debris have been collected. 

CSX works with NFWF to improve water 
quality in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, 
supporting projects to restore fish and wildlife 
habitat, reduce water pollution and engage 
the public in environmental stewardship 
activities. In 2013, CSX joined NFWF and the 
state of Maryland to implement the largest 
natural oyster reef restoration project ever 
undertaken in the Chesapeake Bay.

Through EarthSmart Outreach, FEDEX works 
with NFWF in 16 U.S. cities to fund urban 
conservation projects. With FedEx team 
member engagement, these projects restore 
watersheds, improve air quality, encourage 
environmental stewardship, and foster 
community environmental education.

In 2012, INTERNATIONAL PAPER launched 
the Forestland Stewards Initiative with NFWF 
to support the sustainable management of 
natural, working and restored forests for the 
benefit of wildlife and people. The program 
seeks to ensure that working forests remain 
working so that the economic and ecological 
benefits of forested landscapes are retained 
and enhanced over time.

Through its partnership with NFWF, 
MITSUBISHI is helping to recover endangered 
sea turtle populations along the Pacific coasts 
of Central and South America. Mitsubishi 
supports conservation at the community  
level in cooperation with regional managers 
to bolster sustainable fishing markets and 
reduce sea turtle bycatch. 

Since 1999, PG&E has partnered with NFWF 
on the Nature Restoration Trust: Empowering 
Communities program, which supports habitat 
restoration in PG&E’s service districts in 
California. PG&E and NFWF empower local 
communities to care for native habitats and 
species and engage youth in hands-on 
restoration.

Through its Destination Conservation 
partnership with NFWF, ROYAL CARIBBEAN 
INTERNATIONAL supports conservation  
of tropical marine systems throughout the 
Wider Caribbean. Royal Caribbean is 
promoting ground-breaking research and 
management approaches that protect  
coral reef systems and secure sustainable 
fisheries for Caribbean nations.

SHELL OIL COMPANY’s Shell Marine Habitat 
Program funds conservation projects that 
benefit marine and coastal habitats and 
species in the Gulf of Mexico, Long Island 
Sound and Alaska. The program has led the 
remarkable recovery of the endangered 
Kemp’s ridley sea turtle along the Texas 
coast. Shell also helped NFWF establish the 
Shell Polar Bear Fund. In 2013, Shell expanded 
its partnership to support the conservation  
of cold water river systems in Pennsylvania, 
and the Eastern brook trout populations  
that rely on them. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON (SCE)  
and NFWF work together to support the 
restoration and enhancement of natural 
habitats in central, coastal and southern 
California. This matching grant program takes 
into account community needs and priorities 
within SCE’s service area. Support from SCE 
provides funding to non-profit organizations 
and citizens who are conserving and restoring 
important habitat on public and private lands.

SOUTHERN COMPANY’s Power of Flight  
Bird Conservation Fund protects birds through 
habitat and species restoration and environ- 
mental education across the Southeast.  

In addition, as the founding partner of  
the Longleaf Stewardship Fund, Southern 
Company helps to restore and conserve the 
longleaf pine ecosystem and build public-
private partnerships across the forest’s 
historic range. Southern Company also 
partners with NFWF and EPA in the Five Star 
and Urban Waters Restoration Grant Program, 
which supports community-based wetland, 
riparian and coastal habitat restoration. 

TRADEWIND ENERGY and Enel Green Power 
partnered with NFWF to fund a conservation 
easement of 4,600 acres on the Red Buffalo 
Ranch in the Flint Hills of Kansas in 2013.  
The Flint Hills is America’s largest remaining 
area of high quality tallgrass prairie, and 
NFWF is working with TradeWind, Enel,  
NRCS and the Kansas Land Trust to protect 
another 13,600 acres of this irre place able  
and ecologically critical land in 2014.

WALMART and NFWF created Acres for 
America in 2005 to conserve vital open  
lands for future generations. With a 
commitment to permanently conserve at 
least one acre of priority wildlife habitat for 
every acre developed for the company’s 
facilities, the partnership has already far 
surpassed Walmart’s initial goal; 55 projects 
covering more than 850,000 acres have 
been funded in 31 states. 

WELLS FARGO’s Environmental Solutions  
for Communities program fosters and  
funds projects to promote environmental 
stewardship across the U.S. The partnership 
focuses on sustainable agriculture and 
forestry, land and water conservation, and 
urban ecosystem restoration. This program 
also supports green infrastructure projects 
related to energy efficiency and renewable 
energy, while encouraging volunteerism in 
local communities.

To learn more about NFWF corporate 
partnerships, visit www.nfwf.org or contact  
Joe Bond, Director of Corporate Relations,  
at 202-595-2452 or joe.bond@nfwf.org
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NFWF works closely with U.S. government 
agencies to maximize the resources  
available for conservation. In 2013, these 
partners supported our actions on behalf  
of fish and wildlife and their habitats.

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
(NFWF) was established by Congress in 1984 
to support the U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE 
SERVICE (FWS) mission to conserve fish, 
wildlife and plant species. Since that time, 
NFWF and FWS have worked together to 
foster innovative partnerships with 
corpora tions, foundations, other federal 
agencies and nonprofit organizations to 
generate new resources for conservation. 
From 1986 to 2013, NFWF leveraged 
$197.5 million in FWS appropriated funds  
into more than $799.1 million to support 
4,565 grants to nearly 2,000 conservation 
partners in all 50 states, the U.S. Territories 
and targeted international locations. 
 In FY 2013, NFWF awarded $7.5 million 
in FWS appropriated funds and $2 million 
through other agreements. These funds  
are being leveraged by our partners into 
$36.5 million to support 131 projects 
benefiting our nation’s fish and wildlife 
resources. The FWS funds support targeted 
conservation efforts focusing on atrisk  

species, habitat enhancement and 
 communitybased stewardship. Areas of 
focus include Southwest grasslands, Northern 
Great Plains, migratory corridors, sea turtles, 
native trout, longleaf pine forests, early 
successional forests, and the Great Lakes 
watershed. The partnership seeks to increase 
populations of targeted species by supporting 
the restoration of landscapelevel habitats. 

In 1994 Congress formalized the partnership 
between NFWF and the NATIONAL OCEANIC 
AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 
(NOAA). Since that time, NFWF has 
expanded its focus on the restoration and 
enhancement of marine and coastal habitats. 
More than half of NFWF’s investments now 
support conservation activities benefiting 
imperiled marine and coastal species and  
the critical ecosystems in which they reside. 
In total, NFWF has leveraged more than 
$71.8 million in NOAA funding to produce 
over $198.8 million for ontheground and 
inthewater conservation.
 In FY 2013, NFWF awarded $4.3 million 
in NOAA funds to 70 projects focused on 
coral reefs, sea turtles, marine debris removal, 
sustainable fisheries, and the restoration  
of coastal habitats. While some of these 
projects did not require matching funds, 
NFWF’s partners leveraged the NOAA funds 
to produce over $8.8 million for marine and 
coastal conservation.

NFWF and the U.S. FOREST SERVICE (USFS) 
have worked together for over 20 years to 
conserve forested lands through stewardship 
and watershed restoration programs. Through 
this partnership, NFWF has leveraged $42.6 
million in USFS appropriated funds into more 
than $232.2 million to benefit forest species 
and ecosystems. In FY 2013, NFWF awarded 
$2.8 million in USFS appropriated funds, and 
another $1.1 million in other agreement funds, 
to support 94 projects, resulting in a total 
investment of more than $33.5 million. These 
projects focused on restoration in California 
meadows, the Great Lakes and Chesapeake 
Bay watersheds, Northern Rocky Mountain 
migratory corridors, and southeastern 
longleaf pine forests. Other projects directly 
benefit species of mutual concern, such as 
Gunnison Sage–Grouse, early successional 
migratory songbirds, and several species of 
threatened or endangered trout. NFWF is also 
working with the USFS State and Private 
Forestry Program to support the Appalachian 
forest ecosystem and urban watersheds.

 
NFWF and the BUREAU OF LAND 
MANAGEMENT (BLM) have partnered for 
20 years to support conservation efforts for 
the nation’s critical public land ecosystems. 
During that time, NFWF has leveraged 
$48.8 million in BLM appropriated funds into 
more than $203.5 million to support habitat 
restoration and species recovery activities.  
In FY 2013, NFWF leveraged $3.8 million in 
BLM appropriated funds, and over $204,000 
through other agreements, into more than 
$17.7 million to support 51 conservation 
projects. These projects benefit native fish 
and plant habitat restoration, Gunnison 
Sage–Grouse and Lahontan cutthroat trout 
recovery, and the conservation of key desert 
habitats. In addition, BLM, in partnership  
with NFWF and Reclamation, helped provide 
public land conservation employment 
opportunities to more than 600 young  
people through a youth conservation 
employment initiative. BLM is joining with 
Reclamation, USFS and FWS to continue  
this initiative in 2014. 

NFWF’s partnership with the U.S. 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
(EPA) supports innovative, largescale 
nutrient and sediment reduction efforts,  
as well as communitybased watershed 
restoration. Since 1998, NFWF grant 
programs sponsored by the agency have 
awarded over 1,661 grants leveraging  
$106.8 million in EPA funds into more than 
$306 million for restoration. In FY 2013, 
NFWF awarded $15 million in EPA funds to 
111 projects through the Chesapeake Bay 
Stewardship Fund, the Sustain Our Great 
Lakes program (in partnership with FWS),  
the Long Island Sound Futures Fund and  
the FiveStar Restoration program. These 
grants resulted in more than $36 million  
for projects to benefit our nation’s  
water quality. 

In FY 2013 NFWF continued to work  
under a grant with the U.S. BUREAU OF 
RECLAMATION (Reclamation) to develop  
and implement the Walker Basin Restoration 
Program in Nevada and California. This 
program’s goal is to improve flows in the 
lower Walker River and to restore and 
maintain Walker Lake. NFWF initiated an 
agricultural sustainability project and worked 
with willing sellers to acquire water rights 
along the East, West and Main Walker Rivers 
in Nevada, and to extend efforts in the 
Truckee, Carson, and Summit Basins. NFWF 
also partnered with Reclamation and BLM  
on a youth conservation employment 
program which is being expanded to include 
USFS and FWS. 

In partnership with the BONNEVILLE POWER 
ADMINISTRATION (BPA), NFWF supports  
an innovative, grassroots, incentivebased 
program to improve river and stream flows 
for imperiled fish throughout Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho and Montana. The 
Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program 
(CBWTP), founded in 2002, is the first 
regional effort of its kind in the U.S. to 
enhance flows in tributaries through 
cooperative partnerships with farmers and 
ranchers. In FY 2013, CBWTP spent 
$3.02 million on a combination of permanent 
and temporary water purchases to restore 
55,374 acrefeet of instream flow to rivers 
and streams of the Columbia Basin. These 
flow enhancements boost highpriority, 
fishbearing habitat across the region.

Variation 1

Variation 2

Variation 3

Variation 4

Variation 2 
with USDA name 
and fade bar

NRCS Raindrop Logo with Variations

NFWF began its relationship with the  
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION 
SERVICE (NRCS) in 1996. Since that time, 
NFWF has leveraged more than $57.8 million 
in NRCS funds into over $207.5 million for 
ontheground conservation. Recently, NFWF 
expanded its partnership with NRCS to 
support ontheground ecological capacity 
associated with targeted private land 
ecosystems where speciesspecific outcomes 
can be achieved. Funding was targeted to 
Working Lands for Wildlife landscapes as 
well as to longleaf pine forests, the 

Chesapeake Bay and the Great Lakes.  
In FY 2013, NFWF supported 72 projects 
leveraging $7.8 million in NRCS funds into 
$32.5 million to support conser vation  
on private working lands. 

In FY 2013, NFWF was selected by the 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR (DOI)  
to administer the $100 million Hurricane 
Sandy Coastal Resiliency Competitive Grant 
Program. The program is designed to assess, 
restore, enhance or create wetlands, beaches 
and other natural systems to better protect 
communities, as well as fish and wildlife 
species and habitats, from the impacts of 
future storms and natural events. NFWF is 
coordinating closely with DOI bureaus to 
maximize the conservation impact of the 
projects being developed. Projects will be 
selected by the Secretary of the Interior in 
early 2014. 

In 2013, NFWF also worked with the  
following agencies:

Army Corps of Engineers
Department of Defense
International Boundary and  

Water Commission
Marine Mammal Commission
U.S. Coast Guard
U.S. Marine Corps
USDA Animal and Plant Health  

Inspection Service
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In 2013, generous gifts from these  
donors furthered NFWF’s actions  
to protect and restore wildlife  
and their habitats. We gratefully  
acknowledge their support.

$500,000+

Altria Group
Anonymous
ArcelorMittal
Ray and Barbara Dalio
FedEx
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
International Paper Company
Ishiyama Family Foundation
Paul Tudor Jones II
Margaret A. Cargill Foundation
Mohamed bin Zayed Species 

Conservation Fund
The Moore Charitable Foundation
Shell Oil Company
Southern Company
Walmart Stores, Inc.
Walton Family Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
William Penn Foundation

$100,000 – $499,999

Alcoa Foundation
Bank of America
Bass Pro Shops, Inc.
Carmen Becker
blue moon fund
BNSF Railway
Chicago Community Trust
Richard L. Chilton
J. Michael Cline
ConocoPhillips
Covanta Energy Corporation
Crown Family Philanthropies
CSX Corporation
Darden Restaurants
Donlin Gold
George C. (Tim) Hixon
Jackson Hole One Fly  

 Capital Foundation
Christopher M. James
James P. Kelley
Carl R. Kuehner, III
Marisla Foundation, Inc.
Don J. McGrath
Ruth O’Donnell Mutch
Nova Gold
PG&E
Phillips 66
Chad Pike
The Richard King Mellon Foundation
Edwin R. (“Rod”) Rodriguez, Jr.
Royal Caribbean Cruises, Ltd.
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
Amy Robbins Towers 
Tradewind Energy, LLC and  

Caney River Wind Project

$25,000 – $99,999

Allstate Insurance Company
American Petroleum Institute
AnheuserBusch Companies, Inc.
Cliff Asness
Bank of the West
Bed, Bath & Beyond
The Brunswick Foundation
Max C. Chapman, Jr.
Christy and John Mack Foundation
ConocoPhillips Alaska, Inc.
Lauren B. Dachs
Mark Dalton
Fiona and Stan Druckenmiller
Eva and Glenn Dubin
Goldman Sachs
Amy and John Griffin
Harold K.L. Castle Foundation
JJ Healy
Kenneth H. Hofmann
Patsy Ishiyama
Joyce Foundation
Lennar Homes
McKnight Foundation
Allison and Roberto Mignone
Mitsubishi Corporation Foundation  

for the Americas
John Mullenmaster
Sukey and Mike Novogratz
Paul and Patricia Kuehner Family Foundation
David Perkins
Pisces Foundation 
Mark F. Rockefeller
John E. von Schlegell
The Steven A. and Alexandra M.  

Cohen Foundation
Gene T. Sykes
Lisa and Mark Vallely
Ward W. Woods

2 0 1 3 D O N O R S

$5,000 – $24,999

Anthony Anagnostakis
Anonymous
Richard Baker
Barclays Capital
Ronald Beck
Terri and Jeff Becks
Terry Betteridge
Philip Bonanno
Brothers Brook Fund
Mark Brown
Citi Private Bank
Becky and Munroe Cobey
Lance Conn
Connecticut Light and Power
Deutsche Bank
DMB Associates
Donald Dinallo / Terminal  

Construction Corporation
Mark Dowley
Sean M. Doyle
Fairfield County Community Foundation
Gabelli Funds
Bob Gillam
Michael Grigsby
John V. Faraci, Jr.
Jeniam Foundation
Jewish Communal Fund
JP Morgan
Elaine and Ken Langone
Lord & Taylor
Joseph T. McCartin
Sonnet and Ian McKinnon
R. King Milling
Nikolaos Monoyios
James C. Morgan
National Audubon Society
Michael Neal
Brent R. Nicklas/Lexington Partners
Thomas J. Niedermeyer, Jr. 
Northeast Utilities Service Company
Thomas D. O’Malley
The Orvis Company, Inc.
Amy and Tony Pasquariello
Thomas Perkins
Joshua A. Press
Warren Rabin
Paul Raether
Alex Roepers
Jim Root
Jeffrey H. Salzman
Kim Seltzer
Starwood Capital Group
Thomas L. Strickland
Sullivan and Cromwell LLP
SunTrust Bank
John A. Tomke
Jeff Trandahl
Mark Trevino
Rob Ulrich
The Valentine Foundation
Paul Viguerie
Harold H. White
Mark Yockey
Suzan Moore and  

Stephen James Zoukis

$1,000 – $4, 999

American National  
Insurance Company

David H. Anderson
James I. Black
Matt Braughler
Brown Family Foundation
City Carting, Inc.
Charles Collins
Laura and Dean Davis
Blake Drexler
Patrick Durkin
Fuss and O’Neill Inc.
James D. Hall
Darrell Harvey
Camilla Seth and Kent Hiteshew
Michelle Houston
Cheryl Irwin
Thomas Kelsch
Eaddo and Peter Kiernan
Greg Knadle
Dennis LaCroix
Dennis Lassuy
Robert W. Marwin
Sara McKerihan
MeadWestvaco
Robert Menzi
Grant Mudge
K.C. Murphy
Brent R. Nicklas
James Niven
David O’Neill
Emily and Brad Orben
Dan Petit
David Puth
Mrs. Nelson A. Rockefeller
Ben Scott
Gordon R. Smith
Missy Smith
David Taliaferro
Barbara and John Tormondsen
Bruce Tourigny
Kenneth Tropin
Turner Foundation Inc.
Paul Vahldiek
Gerry Vans
Paul Vogt
Paul A. Volcker
Emily V. Wade
Steven A. Williams

$500 – $999

Jim Alward
Amanda Bassow
Alexander Bing
Bruce Bolton
Joe Bond
Frances Carter
Mike Chrisman
Beth Christ Smith
Beverly Cox
Candace Dekkert
Charles Dorgan
EDI International
Jacob and Jennifer Freeman
Claude Gascon

Helen K. Groves
Liliane and Christian Haub
Elizabeth Hirsch
Rachel Jacobson
Norm Johnson
AC Jones
Anil A. Kothavale
Virginia and John Lyddane
Myra Neal Morrison
Robert Polin
Thomas Sinchak
James Skarie
Brian Smith
Bailey Sory
Connie Strobbe
Vivian Tineo
Annica and Daniel van Starrenburg
Thomas Waller
Ted Williams
Krystyna Wolniakowski

 $250 – $499

Joy Akabude
Bruce Beehler
Donald R. Bohnenkamp
Lisa A. Brown
Marla Carter
Anthony Chatwin
Chris Collins
Ecosystem Economics LLC
Erin Ferrarone
Eric Forward
Dave Gagner
Eric Gardner
Elizabeth George
Jacina R. HayesWaters
Humes & Wagner, LLP
David Hunt
James Hunt
Laurie HuttonCorr
Tanner A. Johnson
Mary Keelin
Kevin Ladd
Laura Ley
Christopher Mulliken
Megan Oliver
Brad Orben
Elizabeth Platt
Katherine Rothstein
Margaret K. Russell
South Brunswick High School  

Activities Fund
Ulrich Sullivan
James Tucker
Donn Waage
Louis A. Wesly
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Condensed Statement of Financial Position
(In millions of dollars, as of September 30, 2013)

  2013 2012

ASSETS
Cash and Investments  $676.8 $ 434.4 
Other Assets  13.1 15.5 

Total Assets  $689.8 $449.9  

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities  $541.8  $ 363.2 
Net Assets — Unrestricted  89.0  32.2 
Net Assets — Temporarily Restricted  59.0  54.5 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $689.8 $449.9

Condensed Statement of Activities
(In millions of dollars, for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2013)

  Temporarily
 Unrestricted Restricted Total

REVENUES AND SUPPORT
Revenues and Contributions $ 162.6 $  19.6 $182.2
Assets Released from Restriction 15.1 (15.1) 0.0

Total Revenues 177.7 4.5 182.2 

Total Expenses 120.8 0.0 120.8

Change in Net Assets 56.9 4.5 61.4
Net Assets, beginning of year 32.2 54.5 86.7

Net Assets, end of year $89.0 $59.0 $148.0

TOTAL EXPENSES:  $120,820,715

Program /Mission 
93.6%

$113,037,594 Management  
and General  2.7% 
$3,310,410 

NonFederal /Other  61%
$111,238,325

Fundraising  3.7%
$4,472,981

Federal  39%
$70,936,519

TOTAL REVENUE:  $182,174,844

Beluga whale
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Senior Leadership
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Vice President, Development

Beth Christ Smith
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Gulf Environmental  
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Vice President,  
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David O’Neill
Vice President, 
Conservation Programs
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Vice President, Compliance  
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NATIONAL FISH AND 
WILDLIFE FOUNDATION 
OFFICES
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1133 Fifteenth Street, N.W.
Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20005
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Western Partnership Office
421 SW 6th Avenue
Suite 950
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Southwestern Partnership Office
90 New Montgomery Street
Suite 1010
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4157780999
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8011 34th Avenue South
Suite 444
Bloomington, MN 55425
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Kathryn D. Sullivan
John A. Tomke
Amy Robbins Towers
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NATIONAL FISH AND 
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Executive Staff
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Executive Director / 
Chief Executive Officer
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Science, Evaluation and Programs

Robert Menzi
Executive Vice President,  
Finance and Operations
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External Affairs
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30Y E A R S          12,645 C O N S E R VAT I O N  P R O J E C T S

W H E R E  W E  W O R K

Since 1984, NFWF has supported 12,645 conservation projects in the U.S. and 
abroad. Our work has been made possible through partnerships with more than 
25 federal agencies and over 30 Fortune 500 companies.

For complete project information, visit our interactive online map at nfwf.org/whatwedo/map



“For three decades, the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation has been a driving force in creating and 
supporting partnerships between the government 
and the private sector that have been vital to the 
conservation of our land, water, fish and wildlife.

The Foundation’s role is even more important  
now when budgets are constrained and we need to 
find creative ways to work together to get the most 
value for each dollar we invest in conservation —  
preserving our environment while at the same time 
promoting sustainable economic growth. That’s a 
great model for the future of conservation.”

F E D E R A L PA R T N E R S

As directed by our Congressional 
charter, NFWF works closely  
with U.S. government agencies 
to maximize conservation invest
ments. We use federal dollars  
as a springboard to leverage 
additional private contributions 
and grantee matching funds.

W E S T E R N WAT E R

Throughout the North American 
West, an intense demand for 
water — for agriculture and other 
human uses — jeopardizes the health 
of our rivers, streams, lakes and 
wetlands. NFWF’s Western Water 
Program works cooperatively with 
farmers, irrigation districts, Indian 
Tribes and other partners to acquire 
and transfer established water rights 
from willing sellers. These and a host 
of related efforts improve critical 
flows and water-dependent habitats 
for at-risk fish and wildlife. The 
Columbia Basin Water Transactions 
Program, established by NFWF and the 
Bonneville Power Administration in 
2002, has restored significant flows 
to dozens of rivers and streams across 
the Pacific Northwest, and more 
recently has inspired similar efforts  
in the Walker River Basin in Nevada 
and California, the Rio Grande in 
southern New Mexico, and the 
Colorado River Delta in Mexico.

The Honorable 
Sally Jewell

U. S . SECR E TARY OF TH E INTERIOR
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“ I’ve seen the positive results of NFWF’s work firsthand in South 
Dakota, where the Foundation has preserved native grasslands and 
wetlands, providing a critical refuge for migratory birds. The success 
of these local efforts to preserve native habitat multiplies across North 
America, as many of the migratory species that utilize South Dakota’s 
wetlands continue on to their many final destinations. The ability of 
NFWF to work with local communities on conservation issues that  
can impact the entire country is in many ways unique and extraordinarily 
valuable to preserving our native species and to promoting conservation.”

“ As a former Attorney General, I know the importance of prosecuting 
and preventing reckless industrial environmental practices. The National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation works tirelessly to ensure that funds paid 
by offending companies address the harm that’s been done. Communities 
across the country, and in Connecticut, trust NFWF to help preserve  
and protect our critical natural resources. I thank NFWF for its great, 
historic work and look forward to continuing to support it.”

N AW C A

Protecting waterfowl and the places 
they need to survive is the goal of  
the 1989 North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act, which supports 
activities for the long-term protection 
of wetlands and associated uplands 
habitats. Since its enactment,  
NFWF has been a leader on the North 
American Wetlands Conservation 
Council, evaluating and recom mending 
projects for funding. To date, 
approximately 2,326 projects have 
received nearly $1.28 billion in awards, 
and grantees have contributed 
another $2.68 billion in matching 
funds. Results of these projects have 
benefited 27.5 million acres of 
habitat — and the countless ducks  
and migratory birds that rely on them.

The Honorable 
John D. Dingell

U. S . R EPR E SENTATIVE , 

MICHIGAN

The Honorable 
Don Young

U. S . R EPR E SENTATIVE , 

AL A SK A

The Honorable 
John Thune

U. S . SENATOR , 

SOUTH DAKOTA

The Honorable  
Richard Blumenthal

U. S . SENATOR , 

CON N ECTICUT

“ Thirty years ago, the Congress decided to engage in a grand  
experiment to help support and protect our nation’s natural heritage. 
We created the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and tasked  
it with bringing public and private interests together to work hand- 
in-hand on  conservation projects. At the time, it was a brand-new 
approach, and it’s quite gratifying to see, three decades later, that  
our foray into encouraging public-private partnerships has proven  
so successful at promoting essential conservation activities.”

“ As an Alaskan and former Chairman of the House Natural Resources 
Committee, I know the importance of managing our resources in a 
manner that conserves them for future generations while providing 
economic opportunity for our citizens. While balancing this management 
is far from easy, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation has a record  
of accomplishing projects efficiently and effectively. I am proud to have 
supported the Foundation from its earliest years, and look forward to 
seeing future positive work in Alaska and across the nation.”
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AC R E S F O R A M E R I C A

Acres for America has grown to 
become one of the largest and most 
successful public-private partnerships 
in United States conservation history. 
Launched with Walmart in 2005, it 
has funded 55 priority conservation 
projects in 31 states, the District 
of Columbia and Puerto Rico. The 
program has helped protect 854,000 
acres of critical lands that provide 
public access and economic benefits 
for communities. By leveraging an 
additional $320 million from other 
public and private sources, it has 
vastly increased the resources 
available for conservation. National, 
regional and local organizations, 
private landowners and federal, 
state and local governments have 
participated in this initiative across 
the country.

CO R P O R AT E PA R T N E R S

NFWF works with dozens of America’s 
leading corporations to implement  
their philanthropic conservation 
strategies. We collaborate with each 
partner on goals and actions, investing 
funds in priority conservation projects 
that ensure the highest impact.

“ CSX turned to NFWF because we wanted to make a measurable 
difference in the environmental health of the Chesapeake and the 
state of Maryland. These are areas where CSX has operated for more 
than 180 years and where today we continue our long-standing 
commitment to the environment. NFWF’s intense involvement in 
projects that restore fish and wildlife habitat, reduce water pollution 
and engage communities in environmental stewardship activities 
convinced us that this partnership would be a great fit, and we are 
proud of the results thus far. Working with NFWF and the state of 
Maryland, CSX has become a partner in the largest oyster reef 
restoration project ever undertaken in the Chesapeake Bay to help 
restore the ecosystem and promote economic vitality in the region.”

“ NFWF helped us to exceed our original conservation goals. We 
wanted to protect at least one acre for every acre developed by 
Walmart — originally projected at 138,000 acres. But in the last nine 
years, we’ve protected more than 850,000 acres. NFWF has helped us 
fund important, large-scale conservation projects that provide access 
for people to enjoy the outdoors, but it has also increased the impact 
of our investment tenfold, by leveraging more than $320 million in 
additional support from public and private sources.”

“ For more than 10 years, Southern Company’s partnership with the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation has made significant progress 
in restoring one of the world’s most diverse ecosystems — the longleaf 
pine forests of the Southeast. Our collaboration with the U.S. 
Department of Defense and other partners has helped restore more 
than 650,000 acres and plant more than 113,000 acres of vanishing 
longleaf across the historic range, directly benefiting more than 
600 native species.”

Louis Renjel, Jr.
VICE PR E SIDENT OF STR ATEGIC  

IN FR A STRUCTU R E , CSX

Mary Rottler
VICE PR E SIDENT, 

WAL M ART R E ALT Y

Chris Hobson
CHIEF ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER ,  

SOUTH ER N COMPANY

08

09Gopher tortoise



G R E AT L A K E S

Threats to the Great Lakes include 
habitat loss and fragmentation, 
invasive species and pollution. 
Sustain Our Great Lakes is a public–
private partnership between NFWF 
and ArcelorMittal, EPA, FWS, USDA, 
NOAA and NRCS that is designed to 
address these threats and improve 
the ecological health of the Great 
Lakes basin. From 2006 through 2013, 
the program awarded $37.1 million in 
federal and corporate partner funding; 
grantees matched this funding with 
an additional $38.2 million. This 
investment is helping reconnect 
1,039 stream miles and restore 
37,750 acres of wetland, coastal 
and associated upland habitat, as 
well as 127 miles of stream and 
riparian habitat.

“ People in the conservation community talk about ‘the NFWF Way,’ 
referring to the strong partnerships that NFWF builds between public 
agencies and private organizations. At Ducks Unlimited, we know 
firsthand that an active, focused coalition like this can have an impact 
where a single funder often can’t. Through its partnership approach, 
NFWF has emerged as a powerful conservation leader.”

“ The Longleaf Alliance is a growing, committed partnership of 
conservationists, forest industry and landowner representatives, 
government agencies and citizens who share knowledge and passion 
for restoring America’s iconic southern pine forest. By helping us to 
provide technical assistance to landowners, restoring thousands of 
acres of longleaf forests and building a strong public-private coalition, 
NFWF has played a critical role in reversing the decline of the forest 
and putting it on a trajectory to achieve our restoration goals.”

“ With NFWF’s support, we’ve restored miles of streams, planted 
millions of oysters and helped our Chesapeake farmers to make their 
cattle healthier and creeks cleaner. NFWF’s partnership with the U.S. 
EPA Chesapeake Bay Program, combined with its strong relationships 
with other federal agencies and private companies, has amped up  
the restoration effort and helped put us on a path to a cleaner Bay.”

“ The seabirds of the Pacific are one of the most endangered groups of 
wildlife on our planet, and they need sustained conservation measures 
in order to survive. NFWF has partnered with Island Conservation to 
remove invasive species that threaten nesting areas on islands, which  
is essential to protecting and restoring these wonderful birds.”

G R A NT E E S

NFWF is a catalyst for 
conservation. Through grants 
to national, regional and local 
organizations, we support 
sciencebased projects across 
all 50 states and abroad. Since 
1984, we’ve awarded more 
than 12,600 grants to achieve 
maximum conservation impact.

H. Dale Hall
CEO, 

DUCK S U N LIMITED

Robert Abernethy
PR E SIDENT, 

TH E LONGLE AF ALLIANCE

Will Baker
PR E SIDENT, 

CH E SAPE AK E BAY FOU N DATION

Bill Waldman
CEO,  

ISL AN D CONSERVATION
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G R E AT M I G R AT I O N S

Pronghorn, North America’s fastest 
mammals, faced fences, highways 
and other man-made impediments 
as they migrated to and from their 
wintering grounds in Wyoming. 
Hundreds perished each year. 
Starting in 2005, NFWF focused on 
pronghorn habitat loss, supporting 
research, modification of fencing, and 
easements on lands along the route. 
Those efforts led to state construction 
of two new wildlife overpasses and 
a series of underpasses along Route 
191 designed to save pronghorns 
from deadly interactions with traffic. 
Partners celebrated as the herd  
used the overpasses for the first  
time in 2012.

“ NFWF is an extraordinary partner. They’re a unique combination of 
steadiness, flexibility and creativity. Audubon saw those qualities on full 
display during the 2010 oil disaster in the Gulf of Mexico. NFWF 
responded quickly and efficiently with solutions that met a complicated 
set of needs and an equally complicated array of stakeholders. That 
capability makes all the difference in everyone’s efforts to protect a species 
or habitat in the aftermath of a disaster.”

“ With the support of NFWF funding, The Nature Conservancy has 
conserved habitat in virtually every region of the United States. 
These places are critical to the survival of America’s natural heritage 
and to the well-being of people across the country. By raising 
conservation funding and investing it wisely and creatively, NFWF 
makes possible lasting and tangible conservation projects that might 
otherwise never have been done.”

“ NFWF’s Sustain Our Great Lakes program was one of the lead 
funders in phase one of the largest dam removal project in Michigan’s 
history, and one of the largest wetland restorations in the entire Great 
Lakes Basin. Through their support, the Boardman River is returning 
to its natural state as a free-flowing, cold-water river. It will truly 
be reborn.”

David Yarnold
PR E SIDENT AN D CEO, 

NATIONAL AU DU BON SOCIE T Y

Mark R. Tercek
PR E SIDENT AN D CEO, 

TH E NATU R E CONSERVANCY

Amy Beyer
DIR ECTOR , 

CONSERVATION R E SOU RCE ALLIANCE
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“ Whether by accident or intent, when damage is done to our natural 
environment, there are two issues of paramount importance. The first 
is that the responsible party be held accountable, and the second is 
that any settlements collected be used wisely. NFWF is uniquely 
experienced in ensuring settlements are used to mitigate the harm 
that was done and to restore damaged habitats back to health.”

“ When I was Director of the California Department of Fish and 
Game (now Wildlife), NFWF helped us to implement critical aspects 
of our mitigation programs. Now with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, I continue to appreciate NFWF’s expertise and effectiveness 
in helping natural resource agencies ensure that environmental 
impacts are appropriately mitigated and endowments appropriately 
managed. NFWF is truly a thoughtful, innovative partner in these 
important aspects of resource management efforts nationwide.”

“  NFWF really understood our state’s priorities and worked closely  
with us to develop important conservation projects. Their support has 
absolutely boosted our efficiency and effectiveness in remedying 
damage to natural resources in Jamaica Bay and Long Island Sound. 
Our partnership with IDEA has played a key role in furthering the 
protection and restoration of the marine and coastal environment in 
New York.”

I D E A (Impact-Directed Environmental Accounts Program) 

NFWF’s IDEA program receives, manages 
and disburses funds designated for specific 
conservation purposes. These funds 
originate primarily from court orders; civil, 
criminal and administrative settlements; 
regulatory permits and licenses; and 
conservation and mitigation plans.

C H E S A P E A K E B AY

Polluted runoff has long degraded 
the Chesapeake Bay. Since 1999, 
NFWF’s Chesapeake Bay Stewardship 
Fund has helped communities 
restore rivers and streams through 
funding led by EPA and many public 
and private partners. To date, the 
Stewardship Fund has awarded more 
than $94.7 million, including several 
million in IDEA settlement funds, 
and leveraged $183 million more in 
grantee matching funds. Projects 
have restored 5,100 acres of wetlands 
and 1,500 miles of forested riparian 
buffers, re-connected over 120 miles 
of rivers and streams for fish passage, 
established 184 acres of oyster reefs, 
and preserved 540,000 acres of 
forest and farmland.

The Honorable Ken Salazar
FOR MER U. S . SECR E TARY  

OF TH E INTERIOR

John McCamman
CALIFOR NIA CON DOR COOR DINATOR ,  

U. S . F ISH AN D WILDLIFE SERVICE

Stephen Zahn
NATU R AL R E SOU RCE S SU PERVISOR ,  

N E W YOR K STATE DEPARTMENT  

OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
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National Fish and Wildlife Foundation extends 
special thanks to the individuals listed here for 
their service on the NFWF Board of Directors. 
Nominated by the U.S. Secretary of the Interior, 
these leaders have contributed their knowledge 
and experience to the cause of conservation and 
guided our growth over the last three decades.
John H. Adams
Helen Campbell Alexander
Sue Anschutz-Rodgers
G. Ray Arnett
Kay K. Arnold
Edwin Artzt
Dan Ashe
Eugene A. Bay, Jr.
John F. Bookout
David G. Brown
Magalen O. Bryant
Michael L. Campbell
Steven E. Chancellor
Max C. Chapman, Jr. 
J. Michael Cline
Lance Conn
Ray Dalio
William B. Dunavant, Jr. 
Noel L. Dunn
J. Kirkwood Dupps
Patrick Durkin
John V. Faraci, Jr. 
Jennie Turner Garlington
Caroline Getty
Hon. Neil Goldschmidt
Victor Gonzales
Rowan Gould
Dale Hall
Gerald T. Halpin

JJ Healy
George C. (Tim) Hixon
Kenneth H. Hofmann
Patsy Ishiyama
Christopher M. James
Marshall Jones
Paul Tudor Jones II
James P. Kelley
Eaddo H. Kiernan
Carl R. Kuehner, III
Wayne LaPierre
VADM Conrad C.  

Lautenbacher, Jr., USN (Ret.)
Sheldon Lavin
Jane Lubchenco
Reuben Mark
Thurgood Marshall, Jr. 
Charles D. McCrary
Don J. McGrath
Thomas G. McMillan
Michael L. Meadows
John G. Middlebrook
R. King Milling
William A. Molini
Philip E. “Phipps” Moriarty, II
John L. Morris
Ruth O’Donnell Mutch
Neil L. Oldridge
Carlton N. Owen
David Packard
Charles M. Parrish
Stephen M. Peet
David D. Perkins
J. C. Perkins

Leigh H. Perkins
Beatrice C. Pickens
Chad Pike
James D. Range
Bruce Rauner
Rebecca Rimel
Mark F. Rockefeller
David B. Rockland, Ph.D.
Edwin R. "Rod" Rodriguez, Jr. 
Jim Root
Stephen C. Schram
Hon. Richard Schulze
Marion "Scotty" Searle
Thomas L. Strickland
Federico (Friedel) Stubbe
Kathryn D. Sullivan
Hon. R. Lindsay Thomas
John A. Tomke
Amy Robbins Towers
Susan Busch Transou
Victoria J. Tschinkel
John E. von Schlegell
Steven A. Williams
Ward W. Woods
Brig. Gen. Charles E. Yeager (Ret.)
Marion Chandler Zoch
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